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SotUhemllHftriet of Ifem-Torkt xt, 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the twenty-fourth day of JoDe» 
A. D. 1826, in the fiftieth year of the Independence of the 
United States of America, Jonathan' Seymour, of the said District, 
ttath deposited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof he 
claims as proprietor, in the words following, to wit: 

'* Hints to my Countrymen. By an American, — Au rovaume des 
aveugles, les borgnes sont rois. In the kingdom of the blind, one- 
eyed persons are kings.*' 

In conformity to the Act of Congress of the United States, enti- 
tled ** An Act for the encouragemoDt of Learning by securing the 
copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprieton ■ 
of such copies, during the time therein mentioned.'* And also td 
an Act, entitled ** An Act, supplementary to an Act, entitled an A '^ 
for the encouragement of Learning, by securing the copies of Mi" 
Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprtetors of such cop 
during the times therein mentioned, and extending the bene 
thereof to the arts of designing, engnving, and etching historiMU 
and other prints." 

JAMES DILL, 
Clerk of Ihe Southern District of New- York. 
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DEDICATION. 



This little book is dedicated by the 
author, first, to the good people on his na- 
tive hills, and then to those of a city, where 
he long enjoyed a happy intercourse, with 
kind friends and generous patrons, never 
to be forgotten. If, perchance, any of them 
should ask why it is so large, or why it is 
so small ; why the author has not attempt- 
ed higher themes, or a more worthy style 
of treating those he has attempted ; why 
it is filled with trifling notices of what the 
reader nmy deem trifling things; why, ia 
particular, the writer should hope to find 
readers in that class which reads little, and 
therttre is not likely to be much benefit- 
ed by any thing that is written ; or why 
he should write at all, or ten thousand 
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LETTER I. 1^ 



THE BANTAM HEN. 

Norember lt25. 

My dear Brother y 

I LONG since promised you some account of 
ray rural recreations and of our people, and ge* 
uerally of my observations and reflections upon 
what is passing. This I shall from time to time 
put in the form of a letter, or some other form, as 
suits my convenience, and transmit to you. It is 
not now, being the fifth of November, a season of 
much occupation with me, and therefore I thus 
devote ihy leisure. 

Neither the spade nor the hoe will enter the 
ground ; the trees are undressed for a long win- 
ter's night ; and I no longer see my little Bantam 
Hen from my window, as I rise in the morning, 
peering and scratching for her seven lubberly sons 
and daughters, which, though broud^^p under 
her wings, are the progeny of common hens. 
She has now retired to the bam and the stable, 
and there pursues, with the same intense industry, 
the occupation of providing for this large family. 



2 THE B4NTAM HEN. 

Cowper has said, I believe, that we know little 
yet of the habits of animals. I have watched this 
Bantam the whole summer long, and am amazed 
at her exhibition of industry and maternal aflec- 
tion. She is not, like some selfish parents that I 
have known, who take all the nice tit-bits to their 
own corner of the table, leaving the children the 
odds and ends, and whatever they can get ; but 
she, tender-hearted as she is, always serves them 
first. It is pleasing to see her scratch till you 
would think her very toes would come ofi*, then 
move back a pace, to observe if she has unearthed 
the worm; and when she spies it, leave it to be 
gulped down by one of her ravenous bantlings. 

These chickens are now as large as the mother ; 
but she is not, I presume, prepared for the pain of 
breaking up the family, and still watches them by 
day and by night. 1 have more than once wit- 
nessed their little operations in retiring to rest. 
The mother first takes her position ; then follow 
two of the chickens, one under each wing ; but 
she is so small and they so large, that, in this way> 
her wings are shoved above her back, and she is 
compelled to rest standing, instead of sitting — 
but there she stands, without the slightest symp- 
tom of fretfulness or uneasiness, and the rest of 
the little flock take their positions alongside ; but 
in one way, remark, that is, head to head^ in the 
most fraternal attitude that can be conceived. 

Now Mr. Paley would say, that the observation 
of such beauties and excellences in nature, is a 
cure for atheism. It should be, I admit ; but that 
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it has beeu, we must deny, when we see that men 
have devoted their lives, and long lives also, to 
the study of all that is beautiful in creation, and 
yet have not been able to discern the Creator. 
If not absolutely a cure in all cases, it is an ex- 
cellent preventive ; and as such, may be recom- 
mended to the learned and the unlearned ; to th^ 
man who is tracking the stars, and to him who is 
following the plough. 

This man at the plough, deserves some atten- 
tion 5 heretofore, in the world, he has received but 
little : in former times his sweat dropped for oth- 
ers ; now the case is a good deal reversed ; tfie 
land, (I mean among us) the cattle, the plough, 
are his. What changes, what unheard of insti- 
tutions, what discoveries in morals, what new con- 
trivances for human happiness, are to come out of 
this order of things, is yet to be seen. Ignorance 
will certainly not bring them about } that experi- 
ence has shown. To be able to read, write, and 
spell, is but the scaffolding of an education, even 
to a labouring man. With nothing more, his 
knowledge is not much in advance of the cattle 
that drag his plough ; ignorant beings, made, and 
made wisely for the servfbe of man, but uncon- 
scious of the beauties and excellences of nature 
and art ; of the fertility of the land, and how it is 
produced, the metals and minerals that lie beneath 
its surface ; the admirable plants and flowers that 
spring from it, the beautiful contrivances of art, 
in the plough, the harrow, the spade, the hoe, the 
fickle, the cradle, for bringing forth and collecting 
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its useful products : these are all one to his mind, 
if mind he may be said to have. This is the con- 
dition of the beast, but not of the instructed man. 

Ycm have sometimes gently hinted, that I was 
an enthusiast 4 but who can assign a limit to the 
progress of religion, of virtue, of knowledge, 
among a people who possess that liberty, which 
, secures to them the land, the plough, and the cat- 
tle ! that industry, which loads their tables with 
the blessings which God awards to it, and that 
pride, which makes a man among us, almost wish 
he were dumb, rather than be obliged to confess, 
tbat he can neither write nor read ! 

Thus you see, that I began with my little Ban- 
tam' hen and her nurslings, and I have ended with 
a man at the plough, where I suppose him to be six 
days out of the seven, in his frock and trowsers ; 
but on the seventh, I would put a good coat on his 
back, and it should be black or blue, while these 
colours, as at present, are the distinctions of gen- 
tlemen ; if blue, yellow buttons. You will smile at 
this fancy of the ydlow buttons, but I will hereaf- 
ter give my reasons more at length. Thus you 
see, my dear brother, that with a small farming 
establishment, I have provided myself with recre- 
ations during a long and dreary winter. When 
nature wakes up in the spring, combs her beautiful 
hair, puts on her summer's attire of violet, indigo, 
blue, green, yellow, orange, red, and prepares to 
go forth to supply her broad and bountiful table 
the earth, with her fine fruits ; then I shall have 
my hands full with the plough, the hoe, and the 
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spade, as one of her standard-bearers, but no lei- 
sure to write to you. 

I cannot, however, dismiss my Bantam, without 
relating the history of one of her offspring. It 
was her eighth, the seven I have mentioned. ' This 
little fellow was like the man in the Scriptures, not 
only blind, but horn blind. I took him to the 
house for examination, tried with the aid of milk 
and water, and my silk handkerchief, to separate 
his eye-lids, till I became satisfied, not tliiat the 
windows had been closed, but that they had never 
been opened. I returned him to the coop, and 
when the rest were fed, his instincts brought him 
into the circle ; but they thrust him from ti($ 
place, ran over him, and trod him under foot ; 
and even when I took him into my hand to give 
him his food, he would sometimes force his beak 
against it, but oftener into the empty air. My 
efforts to keep him alive, were all in vain. Can 
you conceive of any thing more helpless, than a 
blind chicken ! and how little different is his con- 
dition (rdtn that of the ignorant man f He, also, 
is blind, run over, trodden under foot, his privi- 
leges usurped : robbed of his portion of God's 
intendedl)Ounty, his life is consumed through ig- 
norance, in beating the empty air, where he finds 
neither food nor drink* ., 

With this, I also send you enclosed the history 
of some other occupants of my poultry yard ; 
which my niece, in the midst of brushes, brooms, 
needles, her own children, and a thousand domes^ 
tic hindrances, has found leisure to set to music, 

1» 
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iy throwing inmf^hjrme. I need not tell '^au^ that 
:boughr I love this harmony, I could never writt a 
line of it. 

Your affectionate brother, 

N.D 



THE FEATHERED FAMILY. 

Though o'er the broad and beauteous earth, 

Man holds the sway that at his birth 

His Maker g^ve, and land and sea 

Pay tribute to his majesty.; 

Still, he may many lessons learn 

From beings, whom his pride would spurn. 

And though this truth so oft made clear^^ 

At first may somewhat trite appear, 

I cannot the desire restrain, 

To say or sing it once again ; 

Besides, my Tale, if Tale it be. 

Is, on my honour, verity. 

Within the circling mountain's bound 
A verdant flowery mead was found ; 
Where flowed a stream that purer seem'd 
Than any crystal e'er was deem'd. 
A rustic bridge across was thrown, 
Upon whose broad foundation-stone, 
A blind and aged Fisher sought 
To tempt the prize, but seldom caught. 
One spot within the meadow green, 
More fair than all the rest was seen. 
A little grassy mound, that might 
Be deem'd the fairies' special right; 
For on its summit smooth and broid, 
Their midnight r6\rels oft they'd trod ; 
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While the uear water, murm'rui^tani'cet,' 
Had lent its mosic io their feet. '' 
Nor do 1 quarrel with the tnifid 
That can its pleasure sometimes find 
In fancies such as these ; but I 
Must choose a theme not quite so high. 
With which however *tis most true. 
We all have something more t!0 do. 
On that green spot where fairies might, 
For aught I know, have danc'd at night, 
A cock and hen led forth their young. 
To pick the new-mown hay among ; 
And as he strutted by her side, 
Her heart swellM high with love and pride. 
For she of barn-door belles alone 
Had made the gallant cock her own. 
As tender, and as faithful she, 
. As fondest wife could ever be ; 
And he, as loving, and more true 
Than any man I ever knew. 
This day, (ah ! sad to think that ne'er 
Such bliss again should be their share !) 
They rovM with their delighted train, 
^ndpickM, and scratched, and pickM again. 
They made the circuit of the mound, 
And then about its base they wound ; 
Then all along the mead they strayed, 
Then rested in the cooluig shade : 
Then, to the brook with cautious tread, 
Their timorous little ones they led ; 
And when they went the brink too near, 
The signal of recall youM hear. 
But ah ! how chang'd the joyous scene ! 
Death comes their gentle loves between ; 
And e'er that sun his race had ciosM, 
Her eyes in endless sleep reposM ! 
Now, though you may not this believe, 
n?i8 said that birdi like men can grieve : 



,-« 4 



10 



LETTER II. 



MANNERS AND WAYS. 

• 

My dear Brother, 

The people of New England have their pe- 
culiarities : few of them are in the condition of ' 
Mrs. Shandy, who, as you recollect, could never 
remember whether the sun went round the earth, 
or the earth round the sun. It is a question never 
asked here, whether a man can read or write, I 
mean of a native ; and if you find a stranger who 
has come from some quarter, where among his 
class reading and writing are not the fashion, so 
catching is the pride of his neighbours, that if 
you ask him to sign a receipt, he will turn, twist, 
and shift one leg upon another, tell you '' he has 
got no account of it, that it will never appear 
against you," and so on ; but if he really is 
compelled to come to the point, and say, 
that he is not able to write ; you will see the 
blood in one instant on the tip of his nose and 
ears. What a fine provision in nature, that 
these passions of ours should have an ear-mark ! 
Shall we shame men then, out of their ignorance P 
No, we cannot do that : it is a malady that is in- 
curable in a man grown up. But what then f We 
must shame him for his children's sake ; and 
through afiection for them, make him scratch hard 
like my little Bantam hen. That is the thing : 
scratch hard we must, to be able to wear black and 
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blue coats ; and if blue, yellow buttons, so here 
you have my reason for the yellow buttons. You 
know, that I am not foolish enough to care about 
this sort of thing in itself; but I mean to make it 
stand for others more important which it gene- 
rally accompanies ; such as a comfortable house, 
a feather bed in cold weather, enough to eat and 
to wear, educated children : an American^ who 
feels that as such, he is born to the greatest inhe^ 
ritance that man ever enjoyed, and knows the sto- 
ry of how much, these yellow buttons with a good 
coat have cost. 

The people here raise chickens, turkeys, ducks, 
and geese, and for what purpose do you think ? 
Why to eat them. They raise potatoes too, and a 
great many, but they do not live upon potatoes. 
In France they say, that potatoes are the manna 
the poor : our people are of the same opin 
provided you will add the quails. I was lately 
invited to tea at the house of one of our middling 
farmers. You remember what a Tea is here ; 
more good things than I can enumerate; with 
virgin honey often, (for they do not sell all their 
honey) and if honey, an entire form of it ; some- 
thing like in shape, those great gingerbread 
cakes, which we used to eat on Election day ; two 
rows of which, you remember, would answer for a 
small boy, and leave him like a crammed chicken. 
The honey on the occasion I have mentioned, was 
not the less sweet for being served by a beautiful 
young lady. After counting noses, she divid- 
^ ed it into the requisite parts. The male members 
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of the family at this hospitable board, ate the ho- 
ney, not as your genteel people do, where a half 
spoonful serves for a relish, but as I used to do 
indian pudding, at the good old colonel's, when I 
first went from home to school, upon a little pa- 
rallelogram table, hoiste4 upon rollers against the 
wall, and where for seven months it was served 
every day, as the first course. You and I, my dear 
brother, feel alike, when w^ see these people, in- 
stead of rum and potato suppers, enjoying those 
blessings which God has given to industry, to 
knowledge, and to virtuous habits. Yes, if they 
will ha^e the gatherings of the bee, they must be 
like the bee. When I see how they live, it puts 
me in mind of the cartmen in your great city. I 
think it is Spring-street, but am not sure ; if not 
that, someother hardby. Your Corporation have, 
I think, pushed the equality system a little too far ; 
for I do not believe that it was ever intended that 
it should be applied to the face of the earth, and 
that nobody should Jive on a hill. They must 
hoivever have had the roost benevolent views in 
giving all the %ills an airing, by taking a ride in 
the carts, though they have thus buried up the 
cartmen, and turned their basement stories into 
cellars ; for.irom these filled-up streets, as I have 
often done,, you may in a cold December evening 
at six o'clock, look from the street through the 
now cellar windows, plump down upon the supper 
tables of these cartmen, and see them all smoking 
with tea, hot-rolls, sausages, or pork steaks^ 
God bless the cartmen ! these, are the fruits of 
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liberty and industry ; this is an Americanos supp v, ^ 4f^ 
not a poor Irishman's potatoes and whiskey. j 

My eyes are dim with writing, and I must bid 
good night to you and the cartmen. If you de- 
sire a good appetite for your breakfast, go up 
Hudson-street, a little before eight o'clock ; you 
will see them thundering into the city with their 
fat horses, (I am sorry to say that all are not so) 
which they take almost as good care of, as of their 
children } k is in this way that they earn the pork 
suppers. I say again, good night. 

Your affectionate brother, 

N. D > 
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MANNERS AND WAYS. 

Mp dear Brother, 

Travellers have observed, that in propor- 
tion to the delicacy with which the female sex is 
treated, in any country, are the refinements of the 
people at large. This I find to be the case here, 
where the women are very rarely used to gather 
the corn, and dig the potatoes, like the squaws 
among the Indians. We do not work our women; it 
is the rarest thing in the world to see one in the field, 
and very uncommon to find one any where with- 
out stockings and shoes : this is a part of the yeUoio 
bxitton system. They are attentive to their dress; 
and I find in this particular a great improvement 
since our ya|thful days. Many call this extrava- 
gance : I like to see it. If the people dress better, 
they earn more : there is ihore industry, thrift, 
skill, management. Many a man here can earn 
at job-work a dollar a day ; and unless you make 
him work for shoes and stockings, a good hat on 
his head, and a good coat on his back, what will 
you make of him f In summer, bare-headed, bare- 
footed, his house a hovel, tns children in rags, his 
wife in tears, for fuel green apple-tree limbs and 
stolen fences, for food and drink, rat-eaten pota- 
toes, boiled in the tea-kettle, rum and rusty pork. 
For two days in the week he works 5 'the rest is 
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spent, the day at the tavern, the night in prowling 
about his neighbour's corn-<rrib, except on Sun- 
day, when he regales himself by shooting squir- 
rels and wild ducks. Doctor Franklin says, that 
if every worker would labour four hours in the 
day, there would be cream and strawberries, and 
honey for every body. I have not his precise 
words, but he does say, there would be enough, 
and to spare. So also John Wesley, that great 
and good man, recommended to bis tailors, shoe- 
makers, coal-heavers, and blacksmiths, eternal in- 
dustry ; but insisted that they should not be rich. 
Here was a puzzle, for he knew that a blacksmith's 
hammer for ever at work, would, by some unac- 
countable process, produce silver spoons. He ad- 
vises, therefore, that they give all away ; but this 
cannot be, for then you make men indifferent, and 
sleepy, and they have nothing to give. The re- 
ligion of this people does not forbid the u$e of 
stiver spoons ; and I think I can assure you with 
accuracy, that there is not one family in five, that 
cannot sb«w them to you. Now our people have 
never read Mahhus or Say. To us therefore be- 
longs the merit of discovery, a remedy for half 
the miseries of mankind ; the simplest possible : 
yellow buttons, honey, tea, coffee, and silver 
spoons ; agreeable to sight, taste, and touch ; not 
a tread-milL in ihe whole prescription. I send 
you the recipe, and beg that you will circulateit. 
freely.- 

Your affectidiate brother, 

N. D . 
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THANKSGIVING. 

According to a pious, venerable, and ancient 
usage, public thanks have been lately offered to 
God throughout New-England, in which all have 
joined, giving praise for their blessings: for li- 
berty, peace, and security; the establishment. of 
their colleges and schools, the prosperity of their 
manufactures and trade, and that the basket ^f the 
labourer has been filled with the fruits of the 
earth. 

Ye men from the north, the south, the east, 
the west, inhabiting these free states, bound 
together as you are by a triple cord of resem- 
blance, interest and'affection, attend all, and give 
praise ! 

Ye men of labour all, ye who in this fair 
portion of God's creation, are the owbers of the 
storehouses, the workshops, the cattle, the sheep 
upon a thousand hills ; yours are these free, just, 
and equitable institutions. The arm of the op- 
pressor cannot reach you ; no unfeeling wretch, 
drunk with pride, power, and lust, can violate 
your wives or daughters ; no. titled plunderer can 
touch with impunity, a blade of grass that grows 
in these fields. The laws are of y^ur framing ; 
the judges of the land of your appointment \ the 
roads, canals, public edifices, schodls, colleges. 
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are all yours. Ponder, consider >ir ell of your 
privileges, your origin, your destiny. Look back 
upon your history, your sufferings, your labours, 
and your triumphs. Look forward, the eyes of 
the world are upon you ; many good and virtuous 
beings in every nation are putting up unceasing 
prayers for the permanency of that beautiful sys- 
tem of liberty and law, which you have begun to 
erect. The tyrants every where laugh at what ^ 
they suppose to be your futile efforts, to establish 
at once safety, peace, and equal rights. Every 
record of your crimes, your factions, strengthens 
the s\^ord which they- hold over the heads of op- 
pressed men. 

Ye cultivators of the earth, whose eyes are 
refreshed with the beauties of nature, whose 
employments are in the midst of pure dews and •^ 
invigorating frosts, which nerve the band and 
brighten the eye ; consider well your advantages 
and your disadvantages ; ye are, many of you, 
far removed from our beautiful cities, the seats of 
wealth, intelligence, and the arts ; your labours 
and your solitary condition deprive you of many 
means of knowledge, which are open to those who 
enjoy the free intercourse of society. Ye are also 
far removed from the diseases and vices which 
afflict them ; for ye know nathing of the miseries 
of men, enclosed in garrets, cellars, and vaults, 
where not a green thing grows. Remember, that 
many of you are suffering from deplorable igno- 
rance, and that this curse pught not to be entailed 
upon youc childreti. Know, ihdit vl labouring 
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m^n may be^Itivated ; that here he has both the 
time and the means, and that when he is so, bis 
happiness, and the profits of his labour, are 
doubled. 

Ye men of wealth, remember that your numbers 
are too few to give you power ; and that your in- 
fluence will be proportionate to your munificence, 
urbanity, and true devotion to the interests of 
society ; that your wealth, if the result of indus- 
try, is fairly gained ; and that its happy influence 
should not be impaired through proud and aristo- 
cratic manners, which are no longer tolerated : if 
of inheritance, that its pride must fall before those 
laws of the republic, which now divide into many 
parts, that which has heretofore been the lot of 
one. 

Ye men of education, whose felicity it has 
been to converse with the wise and virtuous of 
every age, yours is the task and happiness, in 
this free country, of blending all classes for the 
common good, by a free interchange of knowledge 
and opinions ; and thus reconciling all to the in- 
evitable distinctions of learned and unlearned, of 
rich and poor. 
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LETTER III. 



MANNERS AND WAYS. 

My dear brother, 

Fond remembrance tells us, that this is the 
country in which we first blew a whistle, and 
played four-hold-cat by the hour. A long resi- 
dence in other parts, I think, enables me to un- 
derstand my countrymen the better : just as a man 
who, when his eyes begin to grow a little dim, 
sees the more accurately for holding the paper 
farther off than he has been accustomed to do. 

These people are inquisifivCf and for the best 
reason in the world ; they generally know enough 
to enable them to ask questions, which, for com- 
mon people, is knowing a good deal. If a man 
should arrive here from Jupiter, he would be 
compelled to inform us as to the general state 
of things there; for many haVe heard of such a 
planet, and would have a curiosity to know what 
kind of business flourished most there. Many of 
them travel^ and some with the true spirit of 
travellers — to gain useful knowledge, some fo- 
reign seed, or plant perhaps, or curious informa- 
tion: as, whether the people of Virginia make 
salutations as they do themselves ; or, like the 
Brantin, with both hands on his forehead 5 or the 
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Axab, with ipfe right band upon his heart. When 
they travel, for instance, upon the canal, from < 
Albany to Schenectady, they do not spend their 
time in counting the houses or trees between the 
two places, but put their heads into every little 
circle that is formed, open their ears, and pick 
up what they can, about Mr. Clinton, the cost of 
the canal, how it was made, and how much horse- 
flesh it will save. Then they in their own minds 
thank Mr. Clinton, as well as the other gentlemen 
concerned, and all the good people of the state 
of New- York, for the money which so smooth a 
turnpike saves them in the journey. They are a 
people of great activity : rain or shine, they stir ; 
if it snows, their sleighs are on runners ; if a thaw, 
on wheels. They are seldom brought to a dead 
stand, with an '' Oh, dear me !" "Dear sirs, what 
shall we do !" But, on the contrary, are ready 
to turn the thing over, and see if '^ it won't do 
on t'other side ;" to ascertain if they cannot, as 
they glide down the Susquehannah, " swop one of 
their boards with the Maryland fisherman, for 
some of his shad ;" never for a moment doubting 
that excellent axiom in political economy, that a 
good bargain may be good to both parties. 

To the early education of these people, I attri- 
bute their superior ingenuity. If they get sick in 
a foreign port. Some how or another they work 
off the doctor's bill, and get back again. 

An American gentleman in Cuba tore his pan- 
taloons on the knee ; he went into a Spanish tailor's 
shop to get them mended : there he found ten or 
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twelve of the craft, sitting like Tuiks, all busy, 
and all Spanish. He pointed in vain to his knee ; 
they did not, or affected not to understand him ; 
perhaps they saw that he was some heretic dog, 
that deserved to go naked through the woiicL 
At length a man cried out from behind a screen, 
in the mother tongue of the gentleman^ " Walk 
here, sir ; walk here, sir ; I'll mend your panta- 
loons." This young Yankee having fallen sick 
in Cuba, adopted this plan for paying his bills. 
He never would, however, have reached so distant 
a place^ had he not known that you could not 
travel to it on horseback ; and this again comes 
from their mother-wit^ improved by asking ques- 
tions. 

As this mother-tuit^ however, in its various mo- 
difications, is best illustrated by facts, I send you 
the enclosed tale in the form of a ballad. The 
particulars of the story are well known here, and 
I have with great difficulty induced my niece to 
put it into rhyme. Her objection was, that a 
faithful relation of the incidents did not comport 
with the refinement of a female pen ; but I at 
length overcame her scruples, by assuring her, 
that the tale was national, characteristic, and 
worthy of preservation. 

Your affectionate brother, 

N. D 
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]4!H£ LAWYER AND THE CABINET-MAKEJR. 

The law's a wond'rous fabric, sure, 

The web of many ages, 
All social evils meant to cure, 

By patriots, kings, and sages. 

But though th^ toarp was often sound, 

Tet now the cloth's laid bare. 
The woof is so defective found. 

No wonder it should wear ! 

With quirks, and fictions, time-begot, 

Disguis'd in Norman-French, 
Which oft were comprehended not 

By jury, bar, or bench. 

These matters, thougb, mj- skill are past ; 

My purpose is to show, 
That latoyers still are somletimes casty 

However much they know. 

-A certam wily squire had made, 
(His name, no matter what,) 
Of law, a very gainful trade, 
But equity forgot. 

So mean too was the man, 'tis said. 

That when a hen he sold, 
He'd claim her till her egg was laid, 

The treasure to withhold. 

In usury too, of course he'd dip ; 
For who should laws evade ? 
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Who know, haw beat their datch to slip, 
But those by whom theyVe mftde ? 

'Tis thus such statutes oft produce 

More ill than they prevent; 
Creating^ many a strange abuse, 

And many a foul intent. 

A neighbour of the squire, one day, 
O'erwhelmM with care and sorrow, 

Before him came his case to lay, 
And cash to raise, or borrow. 

His counsel gtr^n, he thus declares : 

*^ I'd (ain oblige a friend, 
Though what with losses, and repairs, 

IVe little now to lend. 

'< But what if you should buy my mare ? 

A bargain you can turn her ; 
i^nd such her merits, I dare swear, 

That if you can% Pd bum her ! 

^^ For forty dollars she is yours, 

And thirty I will loan, 
At least a hundred i^be insures, 

When once sheis your own. 

** Nbr will I press to be repiid. 

Or use you like a Turk, 
For I will take (since that's your trade) 

My pay in cabinet work, 

<< And let it now be understood, 
(^e law^ leaves nothing loose,) 

It mustbo'season'd, $trong, and good, 
Such, as in commn ti«e.'' 
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The note thus giy^o, home rides our man, 

The mare in triumph leading ; 
But through his mind some doubts still ran, 

About the whole proceeding. 

^. ' These doubtq gaixM daily proof and weight ; 
FounderM and blind the beast ! 
And back he goes, his case to state, 
And hare his note releas'd. 

4 

But not so easy this is found. 

The squire in law is older ; 
And swears to prove the mare was sound, 

Up to the time he sold her. 

His weary course he homieward bends, 

But deep revenge is kindling : 
<' PU have,^ he cries, <' my fall amends 

In spite of all his swindling !'' 

Then long and late, his light is seen ; 

And though the folk all try. 
To find out what the thing can mean, 

They Ve left to wonder, why. 

While thus he^ laboring to r^ay 

The debt his rengeanoe owes ; 
Time glides aSbnil, apd brings the day. 

That note#of hand impose. ** 

Now come higli^ winds, and dismal 3ays, 
When e^en the sun, no doubt, ^ 

Delays to rise, thathis bright rays. 
May not be blown about. 

And armM with colds, and fevers too, ir 

A war, stem winter wages ; * 
But best to show what he oia do, ^ 

The influenxa rages 1 * 
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The coontrir throngfa, tis wre and rife. 

Escape there is for none ; 
The squire, nine children, and his wife, 

Have just their course begun. 

She, a poor superstitious soul ! ^ 

Can never hear of death, 
But it doth cause her eyes to roll, 

And shorter grows her breath. 

Full soon they hear a passing bell. 

Re-echo midst the hills ; 
It seems the prelude of their knell^ 

And chills succeed to chills ! 

Then comes a friend with look aghast, 

And all with news o'erflowing— - 
<< I stoppM to tell you as I passM, 

How mortal it is growing ! 

<< Here's Captain Bennet just now dead ; 

Poor man ! he loyM his cup ; 
But death has got him by the heady 

And his account's gi'n up ! ^\ 

« There's eighty thousand sick in York ; 

In Boston all are down ; 
And well we knowy-inrhat awful work 

It "makes throughout our town !" 

His words the joyless squire confound. 

And worse and worse, he feels ^ 
When har^ ! there conies the heavy sound 

Of grati^ waggon wheels. 

And then a lumb'ring noise they hear, 
Resound the house all o'er; 
. They start, y«j| know not what they fear, 
. When open bursts the door ! 

3 
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And face t6 face his debtor stands ; 
•* You see,'^ he cries, " 1^ true ; 
I come, io full of all demands, 
To pay you what is due. 

^ '* Behold,^ he adds, " within your hall, 
(I hope they'll suit your taste, 
Pve tried to fit you, great and small,) 
Eleven cofiSns placM I 

*' Like Shaker boxes, in a ne«f, 

And made of seasoM stuff, 
ni warrant, though you kick your best, 

ThcyUl hold you tight enough ! 

'* I knew you all were despVate sick, 
And heard the bell had tolPd ; 

I think though, I am in the nick, 
For yet you are not cold /" 

The sounds of many yoices rise, 
In screams, and sobs, and groans, 

But as abates the squire's surprise. 
Resentment swells his tones. 

" Mean you by frauds like these to pay r 

And thus elude the laws ? 
You'll find it to your cost, that they 

Hare got you in their claws." 

'' Such cost," replies the man, <* I dare ; 

My work you'll perfect find ; 
It will not prove a d — d old mare, 

Founder'd Resides, and blif d ! 

<^ 'Tis cabinet vmrky and of the best : 

There is no mean abuse ; 
And even you, sir, can't contest, 

That 'tis in common use i" 
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THE BOOK-MERCHANT. 

Many things are conspiring to raise the condition 
of the labouring class : the progress of knowledge, 
improvement in the arts, good things becoming 
cheap and common. Alrekdy we travel from Al- 
bany to Niagara on the canal, for ten or fifteen 
dollars, according to the taste of the traveller, with 
pretty good fare into the bargain 5 and from Al- 
bany to New-York, by steam, for two or three 
dollars. Who will not go to see the Falls of Nia- 
gara, and the world at New- York, at such a rate 
of expense f A travelled man must indeed be a 

great booby, not to be ilit; wtser and botter for it 5 

and when my countrymen, who are great travel- 
lers, return after an excursion either up or down, 
I can tell at ten paces distance from a smirk of 
satisfaction upon their faces, that they have some- 
thing to say for themselves ; that they have seen 
man, beast, fish or fowl, the like of which they 
never beheld before. 

I have said that many things are conspiring to 
raise the condition of the labouring class. Think 
of the price of books ! among which you may 
have the ^ Domestic Encyclopedia,' containing a 
little of almost every thing that is useful ; three 
very large octavos for Jive dollars ; at which pric^. 
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the reader may buy of Mr. , without look- 
ing for the direction of " Walk in without knock- 
ing," or knocking or walking in at all, for he 
keeps his books on the outer walls of another . 
man's house, at the corner of Broadway and Mur- 
ray-street, New- York; the store being always 
open except at night, or in rainy weather ; and 
the master of this out-door tenement a very civil 
obliging man.* v. 

I give this little piece of information with ten 
times the more spirit, as while my paper is wet 
with the ink, if my eyes do not deceive me, I see an 
old friend of mine, the Book-Merchant, pass in his 
one-horse-waggon, seated on his intelligence-boxes. 
He is a travelled man, was born in London, and 
owing to peculiar circumstances, educated above 
his rank ; in addition to which, he has seen much 
of the world. I have known Htm long^ 5 he U kind^ 
hearted, has singularities, always wears white-top- 
ped boots, and, when travelling either a cap or low- 
crowned hat, which he avers are far more conve- 

I 

nient than the high crowns, in steam-boats and 
stages; and that he is determined the shoe-^ma- 
kers, tailors, and hatters shall not make a fool of 
him, as they do of the greater part of the world. 
He is judicious and knowing, and though not a 
medical man, asserts that he has saved hundreds 



* Mr. , as I, am novr iDformed, has, according to a 

custom common to industrious people In America, a roof of 
his own. 
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of childreD, by recommending instead of a meat 
diet while the painful operation of teething was 
going On, milk, biscuit, and water. He loves his 
fellow-creatures, and always carries a few me- 
dicines in his waistcoat pocket that are well 
approved by his own experience, which he knows 
how to administer in cases of emergency, there 
being no physician at hand — is surrounded wifh 
conveniences ; has a pocket made on purpose 
for his travelling tooth-lSKhij|h, and carries at the 
end of his whip, a little k&lmer, with which when 
on horseback in winter, (as is sometimes the case, 
even in these latter times, when steam-boats and 
stage-coaches have superseded saddle-horses, and 
thus, at least in the country, almost ruined the sad- 
dlers) he knocks off the snow-balls from Ihe feet 
of his horse, and without the trouble of dismount- 
ing. 

He prides himself upon his good manners, 
upon never going into the meanest hovel in the 
land, without pulling off his hat; and thinks that 
the rich are entitled to at least as muck deference. 
He loves this his adopted country, but laments to 
see in it too often, this mark of the want of good 
breeding ; and insists upon calling man or boy 
who shows it, a clovm. 

Above most things, he admires in man or wo- 
man, rich or poor, fine teeth ; and asserts that our 
deficiencies in this country, are not so much owing 
to climate as neglect. As to his own children, he 
compels the little ones to accustom themselves to 
the use of a tooth-brush, even before they have 
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shed tht first set, that tbey may acquire the habit. 
He approves of most that is now doing for the rising 
generation, regrets that parents themselves are so 
much in the rear, and avers that the forwardness 
and want of respect sometimes shown now-a-days 
by children to their elders, is a good deal owing 
t(^ the real superiority of the younger race ; for 
this he suggests a remedy ; that like a good race- 
horse who is for ^ver in training, till he has let 
down a sinew, or is otiberwise disabled, no man or 
woman should consider their education as finished, 
till they are compelled to retire from the course. 

Above all, my old friend the Book-Merchant 
is a sincere Christian ; and says, that a man with- 
out re^gion, is like a poor fish thrown from the 
water upon the land, blind, struggling for life, and 
his own natural element, without being able to 
find it ; that the Christian religion has laid the 
foundation of this free government, which has 
done more for the labourer^ than every thing else. 
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THE BOOK-MERCHANT 

CONTinUED. 

When I last saw my old friend the Book-Mer- 
chant, I was desirous to know what most attracted 
his attention, as a stranger^ when he first arrived 
at New-York. * « Oh the iiSerty, the liberty , it was 
that ! no guns, no bayonets, no passports, no leave 
asked to go or come" — " But what did you see,'' 
said I, " that was curiousV^ — " Sir," replied he, " if 
you had been in London in former timei^ one of 
the first things that would have caught your eye, 
must have been the sign of the Bull and Gate, 
and. you would have wondered what it meant. 
The story is, that our great wife-killer, Henry the 
eighth, after having besieged and taken Boulogne 
in France, brought ofi*, as a trophy, one of the 
city gates. In the lapse of years, the London 
people forgot their history, and the French have 
since been told, that old Harry took off with him 
a Bull as well as a Gate. Just so it is here, the 
first thing that we young strangers look at is the 
signs, and I saw * Cash Store,' ' Cash Store.' — 
* Ay,' said I to myself, * here is a Broker^ office, 
I will exchange my doubloons and English 
guineas for paper money :' so I walked in without 
knocking, and found my mistake, it being a Dry 
Goods Store. * Sir,' said I to the master of the 
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tenement, ' I thought this was a cash store, a bro- 

ker's office, or something in that w^ay.' To this 

« he replied, ' It is a ca^A store ; that is, we sell 

*^ goods for cash alone, and not on a credit.' I 

.'^"begged his pardon, bade him good morning, and 

have since got to understand by my acquaint- 

» ance with the country, the difference between cash 

atid credit^ to rich, as well as poor ; and that a poor 

man, who adopts ^ cash* for his watch word, is a 

sentinel that may be trusted. 

In my last interview with my old friend, he was 
surrounded by his books in a country bar-room, 
and told me that he found the business good, con- 
stantly improving, but added he, " too many of 
our people are wretchedly ignorant, they cannot 
show a single good book on their shelves, and 
even those who do purchase, buy an enormous 
proportion of trash. But what can 1 do i* Mine 
would be a miserable business, if I had nothing to 
dispose of, except bibles ^d sermons. Only 
think," said he, " of the present state of learning 
and the ^ce of books, compared with what it was 
in ancient times, There was Du Guesclin, con- 
stable of France, in the fourteenth century, the 
greatest man in the state, he cottld neither read 
nor write. Alfred the Great complained, that 
from the Humber to the Thames, there was not a 
priest who understood the liturgy in his mother 
tongue. The Countess of Anjou paid for a copy 
of the homilies of Haimon, two hundred sheep, 
five qutters of wheat, and the same quantity of 
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rye and millet ; all which you nsray see Ib the first 
volume of Dr^ Robertson's history of Charles V. 
This," said he, '^ is my adopted country ; I love - 
it, for I Imve long been here. We call ourselves 
the most tnUgktened people in the world, (you see 
how easily the foreign scion is engrafted) but I 
could wish that we always permitted others to say • 
that for us. We bare every thing here upon^ia 
grand scale ! not only is it, in our opinion, grandj 
but we must call it grand. Oh that these people 
could see the wait of China I but a wall can't be 
con^ared to a canal for usefulness. 1 know more 
than one lady, who now has her hands in a batch 
of pies, or overlooks the putting up of her hams, 
after the best Virginia style, and then is seated by 
the side of her daughter, not seven years old, 
teaching the French tVr«g'tt/ar verbs, or intellectual 
arithmetic out of Mr. Colburn. 

"That," said he^"we maj boast »fj that is 
useful ; an t^lmeriean sight ; the happy union ^ 
knowledge and* labour ; call it grand i|^ yon will : 
some silly people call it vulgar ; bire^they will 
have to find out that the fashion of this world 
passeth away.** "There," said my old friend, 
" is the DomeHk Encyclopedia, full at once of 
the tfseftil and the agreeable. Whether it has 
been worked off by steam or horse-power, I can't 
say ; but it is very cheap, as I sell it for five dol- 
lars, worth twenty of any man's money, and a 
good iavestiaent too.'' After turning out book af- 
ter book, and going to the very botto^h'tyf Q|e of 
his boxes, he observet, '^her^t is abo«k iii the 
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best of company, just where it should be/' lying 
alongside of * SmiiVs Wealth of Nations* — SayU 
Political Economy,^ Of this work I sell a few 
copies at Middlebury College, Union College^ 
^^ Hamilton College, and occasionally one to a 
country library. I think it but fair to know some- 
thing of all the books which I sell and recommend 
to others to buy ; for that reason I have dipped a 
little into Say : Political Economy being a sub- 
ject with which I was not familiar, and have found 
that it looked harder to understand, than in fact 
it was ; as my little daughter, twelve years of 
age, said to me one day, after having got into the 
midst of the diagrams in the conversations on 
Natural Philosophy. " Indeed," said he, " I find 
learning like stringing beads ; it is a very fum- 
bling sort of work, at first, but after a while, like 
ideas in the mind, they string on very fast, and 
very easily. I am of opinion, after having read 
Say, that your countrymen^ understand the best 
part of bis book, without having in fact perused a 
word of it?' " How so ?" said I, with some sur- 
prise. " They have obtained it from very high 
and very ancient authority. Do you know that 
they are great honey eaters ? Now your country- 
men insist upon taking the bible altogether, and 
construing it liberally^ as the lawyers say, which I 
should suppose the true way of construing all 
writings. Solomon says, ' My son, eat thou ho- 
ney, because it is gqod, and the j^oney-corab, 
which is^iiQHto thy taste,' I have been in Ita- 
ly? at jftjplii i haV» seen there, men and women. 
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when the garbage was thrown from the yards into 
the streets, collect about it, like dogs around a car- 
rion. God only knows, how those will be forgiven 
who have brought these wretches into such a con- 
dition. Now sir, you may rest assured, that 
wherever the people eat honey there is bread 
enough, and to spare, which I understand to be a 
greai point in Political Economy. " But," said 
he, ^^ I do not think Say just the kind of book for 
the people of America to understand ; still I am 
sure, now that they are no longer in fear of the 
Indians, have beautified their lands, and settled 
forever (I hope) the old grudge with my country- 
men, which cost so many tears, long since dried up • 
that many of them are able and have leisure to 
comprehend the subject. I could wish, therefore, 
that we bad now, a popular work on American Po- 
litical Economy, written expressly for the people. 
I could wish also that we had another work 
written for the people, wherein the writer should, 
among other things, advise them to establish 
an Order of Merit ; and as the Chinese choose 
their Mandarins, select for public men such 
out of all classes as are most distinguished 
for virtue and wisdom ; and if you please, ac- 
cording to the fashion in China, after a pub- 
lic examination of their qualifications ; and where- 
in also the writer should set forth and show in 
the very first chapter, (a point upon which mul- 
titudes among us. are wretchedb^ ignorant,) the 
inestimable worth and im|)ortancllri^i»a»9 compa- 
red with any other production of npMrej'thai ^he, 
however, in his formation has in iSmSti^itlK^eTy 
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Uiiug dse, dtown ber «ncontfolled power ; some- 
times prodacing those who aire above all price, at 
others such as would be dearly bought at the low- 
est ; a&d that the people should uot degrade them- 
selves by bestowing their high honours on men, 
whose mercenary services entitle them to no better 
return than that which Louis XIV. bestowed on 
one of his subjects. As the story goes, a peasant 
had raised one of the most extraordinary turnips 
that was ever seen. Who should eat it but ^ 
king ? And who should pay a handful of gold for 
it, but so great a king f This happy man had a 
landlord, whose ears the story of the turnip and 
gold had reached, and whose good fortune it was 
to possess one of the finest horses in < beautiful 
France.' Now," said* he, " if a turnip be worth 
so much gold, how much more gold must my 
horse be worth ?" This king, it is asserted, had a 
spy-glass, by which he could, unobserved, read 
the thoughts ; and while this man's eyes were 
glistening at the expected sight of louis-d'ors, 
the monarch presented to him, instead of that 
bright coin, the turnip! Now, in one of my 
works for the people, I would shovsr them that 
the main design of great men in their political 
quarrels in these happy times is, to make balloons 
of them, that they may ride high, and see the 
world at small expense ; and that my order of me-' 
rit, composed of laborious, honest, intelligent 
public servants, would be the first order known in 
the world, andttlie most glorious spectacle ever 
seen ; besides, .that it would save the people from 
fallibgp^imimd worshipping one of the meanest 
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and most contemptible of all the false godSt'^tbat 
ever, was worshipped, moneys a danger to which 
they are greatly exposed. 

My old friend, in the interview I have mention- 
ed, being on the point of packing up his books 
for departure, ssdd, *^ These books are some good, 
some good for nothing. The good ones are, to 
an ignorant being, like light in a dungeon to a 
prisoner ; and this puts me in mind of a man 
whom I saw in the jail at Hudson last week. I 
had a curiosity to sel the inside of the prison, and 
went in with the turnkey. There were two men 
in the jail confined for different offences ; a 
Frenchman, who spoke English well, with a keen 
black eye, that showed intelligence, and a duUj 
heavy-looking man, who lay extended on the 
floor. The former having understood that I had 
books to sell, said to me, ^ Sir, I am an innocent 
but unhappy man : you can relieve me, if it be 
but for a few hours. I want a book, some enter- 
tainment in the dreary hours of night.' I did not, 
nor could I refuse him so slight a favour. As I 
was about leaving the prison, I asked what was 
the employment of his fellow-prisoner. * Sir,' 
said he,|^my companion is but poor society for me, 
for having never learned to read, he actually 
sleeps eighteen hours out of the twenty-four; 
while I, having no other employment, braid rings 
of hair for the young girls in the neighbourhood." 
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THE BOOK-MERCHANT 

CONTINUED, 

With some notice of the American Revolution, 

When I commenced this history of my old 
friend, I informed the reader, that if I was not 
mistaken, I saw him pass my window at the mo- 
ment I was writing. Believing this to be the case, 
I changed my hat and coat ; put on my clean 
shoes, as is much the fashion in these northern 
states when a man goes abroad into the village 
where he can be seen, I always have my eyes 
open to observe any change in the fashions of the 
times, and upon going into the inn, observed the 

^ landlord putting up in neat print, a label with 
these words : *' No drinking to excess will be al- 
lowed in this har-TOom,^^ " Oh," said I to the 
landlord, " is this the way you put out your own 
fires ?" " Sir," he replied, " the whole world is 
on fire ; and I am actually afraid that some fellow 
will one of these nights, burn up by internal com- 

t, bustion, and set fire to my house."* 



i 



* The reader may see a curious notice on this subject of in- 
ternal combustion in Trotter's Treatise on Drunkenness. 
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As I turned from the landloft, I saw in one cor- 
ner of the room my old friend, seated upon one 
of his boxes, and lifting the lid from another to 
show his books ; as a man in a dark room, hoists 
the window and opens the shutters, to let in the 
light. We shook hands, for no man considers a 
salutation as fairly made till that is done. '' Here 
am I," said he, (the room being crowded with 
loungers and travellers,) '< at my old trade, ' scat- 
tering pearls before swine.'' Putting his hand up- 
on the first book^ '^ here is the labour of a friend, 
I know him well : he is one of the most industri- 
<ms creatures in the world, and never delays so 
long to clean his lamp, that the sediment in it puts 
out his light, and compels him to go to bed be- 
fore his time. A truly useful, honourable, Ame- 
rican work, the * American Fanner j* by my friend 
Mr. Skinner of Baltimore ; published there as a 
weekly paper, and now bound into these volumes. 
What an ornament on the book-shelves of a far- 
mer ! Yes, as beautiful as the ^or^ot^e- shell combs 
which his daughters wear : perhaps they are iur" 
tUf or imitation if you will ; but none the worse 
for that to my eyes as they grow a little dim and 
I am unable to tell the difference. Have you ne- 
ver seen these combs towering above the frame- 
work at the cotton-mills at Chelmsford, in your 
state? If I had held William Tell's arrow, I 
could have taken off a hundredof their tops without 
touching a hair of the head, so neatly was it ar- 
ranged. Do you think you would see so many 
neat modest girls at Manchester, in my native 
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country f Oh! -A, you would not. I admire 
these combs, because they keep the head in beau- 
tiful order. Besides, I have an old cat, she is 
one of the most brilliant creatures in the world. 
If I pass her ten times in the day, I can't but stop 
and look at her. Her colour is true tortoise-shell. 
This book would not only be an ornament, but to 
a real farmer, worth the money, and ten times as 
much ; but it goes off very heavily — I can hardly 
get the agricultural societies to buy it. 
i '< Here you have another agricultural book, * Me- 
moirs of the Pennsylvania Agricultural Society,' 
edited by Mr. John Hare Powel, of Philadelphia, 
who is devoting his fine fortune to that subject 
upon which Xenophon delivered lectures at Scil- 
lus, to which place he was banished. Agricul- 
ture, of which Cicero says that * nothing in this 
world is better, more useful, more agreeable, more 
worthy of a free man ;' and of which Pliny, in 
assigning the causes for the plenty of corn in an- 
cient times, observes, that * it was because men 
then ploughed their fields with the same diligence 
that they pitched their camps, and secured their 
crops With the same care that they formed their 
armies for battle.' Turning over a plate in the 
last mentioned book, ^* here," said he, ^^ look at 
those sheep : the very sight of them will warm 
you :" and then another, " here are Mr. Hare's 
short-horned Durhams.^ See from their shape, 

* Having^ seen more of the Devonshire, than of the short, 
horned, Durhams, I shaU not pretend to decide the point be- 
tfreen Col. Pickering', and Mr. Hare. 
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* how they must tallow in the call, and cut up in 
the kidneys !' Had your countryman, Mr. Fisher 
Ames lived to this day, I am sure that these symp- 
toms of prosperity and fine taste would have pro- 
longed his life ; for they say that his body always 
fed upon his mind ; and they say of him too, that 
when he visited his friends at Springfield, in your 
state, that he used to take a seat at the window of 
the village inn, to observe the fine cows as they 
returned from the pastures at night, that are so 
much remarked there, and exclaim, ^Here are 
the riches of my country — not a 'tincture of milk,' 
but cream in your coffee : just observe, now, I can 
smell that cow's breath at this distance ; it is as 
fragrant as a geranium.^' 

Mr. Ames loved his country, and agriculture ; 
if he was among us now, he would advise the 
rich idle young men about the towns, who have 
no higher employment of their time than the 
training of race-horses, and teaching the people to 
game, to quit Jamaica plains, and resort to agri- 
culture — the true antidote to such insignificance. 
And he would recommend to his country friends, 
upon seeing any symptoms of amendment on their 
part, to take up these young men, make much of 
them, send them into their public assemblies, 



*If any lady who cultivates geraniums, thinks this an ex* 
aggeration, I can assure her that it is not. The rose is not 
sweeter than the cow's breath. 
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and thus give them a taste for nobler occapa^ 
tions.* 

The room being cold, my old friend tamed 
away from his boxes to the fire to warm his fingers, 
with one book in his left hand, and a small bun- 
dle of books in the right. *' Here," said he, 
showing the former, *^ is a book for which I have 
a great sale : a history of the most Remarkable 
Shipwrecks that ever took place; and I have 
another in my box, Remarkable Trials, for rob- 
bery, murder, crim. con., be. Now this trash 
I can sell ; I wish the people were as hungry for 



* That virtuous man, Fouch6, who lived in a court, 
where the code of morals made ajauit worse than a crime, 
says, *^ That he had the address to make it universally be- 
lieved, that wherever four persons were assembled, there in 
his pay were eyes to see, and ears to hear ;^ and states also 
in his memoirs, ** that Perrien paid fourteen millions yearly 
as superintendent of the gaming houses in France. That, 
notwithstanding all that had been said against gaming, re- 
flecting and decided men must allow, that in the actual state 
of society, the legal converting of vice into a profit, is a 
uecimM evil.^ It is certainly curious, but not less true, ■ 
that ad Jfarbarians have been addicted to gaming, in one 
form or aaotiier. TacUus^ in his '* Manners of the Ger- 
mans,^ says, ** They are addicted to dice, without the ex- 
cuse of liquor ; they put their liberty and persons upon the 
last hazards of the die ; the loser yields himself to slavery ; 
he submits to be chained, and exposed to sale. They call 
themselves men of honour." In the ** Adventures of a Qui- 
nea,'"* we learn that dice level all distinctions. There are 
some amusing anecdotes of our race-courses, which show, 
that the same happy equality reigpns there. The gentlemen 
at Baltimore relate the story. 
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my good bo^ks, as some men's noses are for 
muff* 

They had a story in the newspapers in London, 
that some lord, I don't remember his name, but 
who was a great snuff-taker, offered a native of 
one of the Pacific Islands, (I think Otaheite,) who 
was brought to London, and introduced as a show 
in great parties there, his snuff-box, which the 
savage declined, assuring his lordship that his 
nose was not hungry" Then, holding up the 
books in his other hand, " Here are these tied 
up together, and so they will remain ; sick folks 
hate medicine ; I might as well offer water to a 
patient in the hydrophobia, asDrs. Lettsom, Trot- 
ter, and Rush, to the drunkards." 

" After all,'' said my friend, '^ though we come 
on slowly, even in this respect, I think, we are 
improving. Look," said he, '' here is an in- 
stance before our eyes, a tavern without a flip- 
iron! I travelled through this country just af- 
ter I arrived in America, long, very long ago, 
and then the people told me that they never 
allowed the flip-iron^ to grow cold duw^ the 
winter months. Only think for a beveraige — a 
composition c^eer, sugar, and spirits, with a hot 
iron in the can, till the mixture sparkled, frothed, 



* Flip, I believe, was a New-EngUnd beverag^e, though 
derived from their ancestors. Dr. Johnson^s definition of it 
is correct, except that he leayes out the hot iron, without 
which, no flip can be made in New-England. 
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and foamed, like a glass of soda wi||er, only with 
a richer head ! It looked fine, I confess, but it 
* was the eye that was deceived : for a more detes- 
table compound for the stomach, and its twin- 
brother, the brain, was never invented. I am not 
sure that new ram, and cider-brandy, can be 
worse." 

Then, casting upon me his benevolent eye, 
which always glistened, and grew brighter and 
brighter as he discoursed upon the improve- 
ments of this happy country. " Oh," said he, 
*' you and I came into the world too soon by fifty 
years. I have a friend who has just arrived from 
France and Italy ; he is young, entiiusiastic, and 
full of energy, and says, that in twenty years, 
the grape and the olive shall flourish in Maryland, 
and wine become as cheap in Americans it is in 
France. Mr. Adlum^ in the District of Columbia, 
has made already, as I hear, very fine wine. I 
dream, and even hope, that then the people of 
these states will drink like gentlewen, as they do 
in France ;* for I see not why, by the constitu- 
tion 'dK^^Dature, a cold climate should make drun- 
kards. The children are all sober, and the 
women generally so. Then the more potent 
spirits will have their proper uses ; for God doubt- 



* Nothing can be more ill-judged, than our high duty on 
common wines. Reformation is the work of generations. 
Governments in all their acts should show, that they have a 
thorough conviction, that nothing is so fatal to their pros- 
perity as the vices of the people. 
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less ]iiiett4eil tbem for good — and very good they 
are, wlmm taftn in moderation ; and then, too, 
we shall not dread the unlading of a cargo from ^^ 
the West-Indies, as we do now, a ship freighted 
with gunpowder/' 

Our discourse continuing, we turned from the 
fire to the boxes. ** Here," said he, ** is Cob- 
bett's Cottage Economy^ which shows how my 
good countrymen at home live, and ought to live. 
An excellent book to be read in America. Though 
cottages are few in number here, the cottage 
virtuei are the same in substance every where. 
Economy; a subject little understood here, I 
think, and less practised, but no way inconsistent 
with your prodd republican birth. I delight to . 
see your people glory in theil* good hats, cloaks, 
and coats||t.fdr it is genuine republican livery ; but 
then, * die coat according to the cloth,' as poor 
Richard says. The fact is, you know little of 
our economical ways. I have an aunt living with 
me who is one q( the most economical creatures in 
the world ; generous, too, and one of the best 
housekeepers. She says that she can neter get 
these American girls in the kitchen to sav^Rther 
thr liver or eggs of a fat hen ; but that they throw 
them away as a part of the ' innards.^ Whenever 
there is one served upon my table, and the fowl is 
carved, she crosses her knife and fork, lets fall her 
hands into her lap, with * there it is again, the 
eggs and liver thrown into the yard ! I wish 
these American girls had to live in London a 
single year'—they would learn abetter ailbnomy.' " 
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W6 were here interrupted by tte a|i|p|drance 
of an old acquaintance, whom observing. 4iij|^ en- 
tered and passed towards the fire, I remarked to 
my friend, ^' There is a man of the Revotuiioh; 
as I know you are curious to get any anecdotes 
in regard to it, we will endeavour to draw him 
into conversation." He, taking the hint, we both 
made for the fire also. I of course exchanged the 
usual salutation with my townsman ; as these, 
however, vary in different countries, the reader 
may desire to know what they are in Neto- 
Englandj and in most of these states. In this free 
and equal country, manners follow the character 
of the institutions; and this greeting seldom oc- 
curs between two persons after any considerable 
interval of intercourse, however elevated the rank 
of the one, and humble that of the other, that 
mutual inquiries are not made, in regard to the 
health and welfare of the respective children, 
wives, and families of the parties. Rare and im- 
pertinent aft it may be in Europe, to ask a great 
man how his wife and children do, here it is one 
of the privileges^ perfectly well established, and 
olde^ tfian the revolution. This salutation, as I 
have mentioned, having passed, I made my towns- 
man acquainted with my friend, informing him 
that he was an Englishman who had been natu- 
ralized, had lived long among us, and who had a 
considerable stock of books to sell. At the word ^ 
Englishman^ I saw that my townsman the major, 
for that was his title, curled his lip, and bridled 

up a little, but not so much so as to be observed 
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^y ^ mHp ^ho did not know him as well as I. 
The wKki is tf man of the old school ; the pride, 
the fimiUDs, the heat of the revolution, will stick 
to him till the day of his death. He wears his 
hair in a large twisted club, carries his head so 
loftily, that a perpendicular from the tip of his 
nose will strike his knee-pan ; says that he knows 
that England is full of good folks ; that he has 
buried the hatchet, and he hopes for ever — ^but in 
a corner of his cellar, where it can be found, if 
necessary. 

" Sir," said I to the Ma/or, " my friend here is 
very desirous to collect every interesting anecdote 
in his power in regard to the Revolution ; sup- 
pose you let us into those times a little." 

'^ As to that, sir, I am an old man, and have an 
old man's memory ; but I can no more forget it 
than that I have read the bible, or was married. 

" We, sir," addressing ray friend, (the blood 
starting to his cheeks and the tip of his nose) 
" were crowded on^ treated like underlings ; they 
refused us half the road ; the old sayijig, ^ live 
and let live,' was as just then, as now. The revo- 
lution came upon us of a sudden, as a greSt tem- 
pest of wind, hail, and rain does, and we not pre- 
pared for it ; the forked lightning jQashing in our 
eyes, while our windows were open, our cattle un- 
housed, our children not returned from play in the 
streets. To be sure, we had talked the matter 
over a good deal among ourselves, and had told 
the women that the ' sky was red and lowering,' 
but they would not believe that their own flesh 
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would come here to murder meiii wfittm, and 
childreiii and had nothing ready, neithtjl }ktt nor 
bandages to stop the blood." ;'j^ ; 

Here the speaker checking and interrupting 
himself, said to my friend, " Sir, I beg your par- 
don, I hope no offence, sir; I forgot that you was 
an Englishman ; but I recollect now that it was 
men^oned that you had engrafted yourself on our 
stock ; so I suppose you will forgive me, sir, for 
the thoughts of the revolution stir the old blood 
in my veins, a little of which is still remaining. 
I know not much of its history, after all. One 
thing I remember, that some people preferred 
salt to powder* 

** In the year 1777, Burgoyne came down from 
the norAward. It seemed to us here, that he 
would march through the hearts of us; there was 
hardly a word spoken; we looked at each other, 
and the women looked at us, their eyes only de- 
manding the news ; but there was little more said, 
than whethei* the Committee had received des- 
patches, for we had no government but that of 
our heads and hearts ; the Committee was all. In 
those times we were kind to each other ; there is 
good even in war, bad as it is ; for though ene- 
mies be bitter, friends are close. While the alarm 
created by the approach of Burgoyne was abroad, 
there were not men enough, by half, left in thf 
fields to take care of the crops. 

^^ I remember I went one morning, ^ single- 
handed, into a large meadow to cut the grass. 
At sunrise I was joined by a dozen of my towns- 
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men, i||Nfriiail givea me no notice of tbeir i»len- 
tions.^jh was the day on which the battle of Ben- 
niogllp^jR^as fought, not fifty miles from us ; we 
heard the death-roar distinctly, and said Httle to 
eA^fa other that day. On the day following, my 
hay all standing in the cock, I was summoned by 
the eammitteej and with seventeen others, ordered 
to that place. We shouldered oar guns and knap* 
sacks, mounted our horses, and when we arrived 

at , the news came that Baum was deieaied. 

Do yon remember, sir, when the sun came out 
from behind the great eclipse f It was like that ! 
The men laughed, the women laughed, the chil- 
dren laughed— -so many happy creatures I never 
saw. 4. 

" On our way,* at — — , we hean^^tke story 
of a Vermont captain, I never knew his^tfilbe, but 
it should be written on the walls of the hou^s. 
As soon as he was told that the fold was broken 
into below, he came down from the mountains as 
bold as a lion ; his men in uniform with their bay- 
(met coats ; they were blue coats, with red facings, 
and came to a point almost at the heels. He ar- 
rived in the hottest of the fight, and halted in the 
skirt of a wood. * Now,' said he, * my men, the 
women will hear the story — the children' will tell 
it ! wipe off the sweat— -here's the canteen — it may 
be the last drink — for we have a great cl^ore to do 
up to-day.' 

*^ General Starks sent a messenger to the cap- 
tain, ordering him to a certain point. To which 
he replied, ^ I won't go ; we are all ready tp.fight, 
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for we come on business^ but I won't go before I see 
Colonel Warner — him I know.^ Col. Warner was 
despatched. * Now,' said the captain, * Colonel 
Warner we are glad to see you; from not knowing 
much about such matters, we thought that false 
signs might be held out, and that thus we might 
mistake the colours — only lead us into the hottest of 
it.' Into the hottest of it these brave fellows were 
led, and the next day, many a heavy and red eye 
was seen on those mountains. 

" The day after we returned from -, 

where, as I told you, we heard of the defeat of 
Baum, I was summoned again by the committee, 
and with the seventeen others, ordered to the army 
at Stillwater, my hay still standing and rotting in 
the cock. All complied, for no one then thought of 
disobeying the committee ; and when we had ar- 
rived at the mountain, which you see here at the 
west, a message was despatched to me, and I was 
directed to take my cart and four oxen, (my team 
being the best in the town) and repair to Boston, to 
get our town's share of a quantity of salt, that had 
just come in, prize ; the whole cargo being divided 
among the several towns in the state. My hired- 
man arrived that night from a journey to Con- 
necticut. I gave him the option of going to Bos- 
ton, or going to take Burgoyne ; luckily for 
me, be preferred salt to powder^ and thus I had 
the pleasure, as one of the militia, of seeing the 
British stack their arrnsJ*^ 

Here my townsman was suddenly called to the 
door, and to our regret we saw him get into his 
waggon, and leave the inn. 



THE BOOK- MERCHANT. 51 

** Oh," said my friend, " how could my coun- 
trymen be so insane ! The story of those times 
is worth telling ; it will be remembered a good 
while ; we have not seen the end yet ; the eggs 
laid then are not yet all hatched ; to oppressors 
they will prove crocodiles' eggs ; and may God 
have mercy on such, for all the misery they are 
bringing on the world ! 

" To return to my books," continued he, " I 
have been telling you a long story about them, 
for wepedlers must talk, as well as walk and ride ;" 
but, {in an under tone) '* though I have been 
addressing you, I have been, in fact, talking at 
these people in the room. Here, sir, is one of 
my little pearls. Dr. Franklin's * Poor Richard^^ 
and here is one of my great ones, the life of the 
Author ; by which I see, that even he, eminent as 
he was, had €ome errors to correct in the proof 
sheet. These two are my antidotes to debt and 
usury. I wish, however, that the Legislatures 
would abolish these usury laws; they are mere 
relicts of barbarism, and serve to make hard- 
hearted rogues among the little pettifogging attor- 
neys. As to the real generous lawyers, I admire 
them ; they are true game^ and will fight for you, 
while they can stand. 

'* I like them for another cause, they have ge- 
nerally been on the side of liberty, which is my 
side, for two reasons : one is, I prefer it ; another, 
that in the end, I think it will be the strongest side* 
But as for those others, I don't like hard names, 
but did you e\cer see a cruel boy skin an eel aliveT^ 
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Theu lifting up several large octavos, and disclo- 
sing a small book beneath, '* Here," said he, ^Mike 
a true boy, I save my best orange to the last ; 
here i^ a universal book, the Life of old Cornaro^ 
the noble Venetian. I call it universal, because it 
is well adapted to rich and poor, learned or un- 
learned. Here, sir, is a book for twenty-five cents, 
a little volume of wisdom, the life of old Cornaro^ 
who at the age of forty, being nearly worn out by 
dissipation and the gratification of irregular pas- 
sions, determined from that period to live wisely, 
to live like a Christian ; who declared at the age 
of ninety-one^ that the world looked more and 
more beautiful, he having repaired his health and 
his fortune by the profits and pleasures of agri- 
culture, aided by the advice of that most famoqs 
of all French physicians, ^ Diet.' 

*' You remember the story, I suppose. A French 
physician, of great celebrity, had prolonged jris 
life to an extreme old age, but upon his death- 
bed, while his friends were expressing to him 
their lamentations, and deploring the loss of. so 
great a physician — ' Oh,' said he, ^ iny friends, 1 
leave you a wiser and a better La Diete.^ 

'' Well, sir, old Cornaro says, that at ninety-one^ 
his eye^, his hearing, and his teeth were g^ood. 
Oh ! the teeth^ the teeth ! to have grinders at 
uinetv ! like old Comaro's, that will saw ofi* a 
boy's finger in a second, instead of stumps at forty, 
no two meeting, a man being obliged to eat with 
crow-bills in his mouth like a squirrel ! See what 
need an American has for teeth \ he prides himseK 
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Qpon his good wholesome food ; it makes the dif- 
ference between rich and poor people ; not spoon- 
victuals alone, nor black bread cooked in the 
ashes ; but a good round loaf baked in the oven ; 
and then as a relish by its side, turkeys, ducks, and 
geese.; beef, ham, and pork steaks ! — As the sel- 
ling of books enables me to take rank, either among 
the pedlers or men of education^ as I choose, I 
am enabled to see the world upon a great and a 
small scale ; and I assure you, that among the 
poor and middling classes, strange as you may 
deem it, there is as much misery produced by the 
diseases of the teethy as by any other form of mal- 
ady whatever. 

<^ Why, sir, it was no longer ago than yester- 
day, that a very celebrated country physician in- 
formed me, that the wretchedness of the people in 
this particular made a great item in his practice. 
He stated that he had that moment visited a wo- 
man who had suffered more thail tongue could 
tell, both in body and mind for three months in 
succession, by reason of an uker in her gums, 
produced, no doubt, by neglect ; that she was a 
poor widow, had four children, and that God only 
could tell how they had subsisted all that time. I 
see such an amount of misery in the worlds pro- 
duced by mere ignorance^ that could we succeed 
in driving away even a portion of this, it would, 
as old Comaro says, ^ look more and more bean- 
tiful.' Wherever I go, therefore, I recommend 
the introduction odootMtushea among the house- 
hold-gods ; for if they were universal, the price 

6* 
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would be but half of whftt it is; the tendency of 
the arts beings to fsake cheap whatever is in great 
demand. Bat I confess to you, that I have am^* - 
tberreason. .Did you see that bright-eyed hoy 
among the travellers who have Just leA us, wifh 
his nose in his father's dtnaer box ? Now, in my 
native country, we can pretty well tell who will 
fall heir to the crown ; but no mortal can foresee 
who will be the next American king ! and I was 
saying to myself, as die boy cast his keen glances 
upon the people in the room, ^herenbw is a young 
Adams, or Jackson, or Crawford ; it is a pity that 
his mother don't give him a tooth-brush, for if he 
become President, he will be sorry not to be wil- 
ling to show his teeth, certainly to atl the enemies 
of America !' I would have the poor imitate the 
rich in all things suitable and becoming thdr 
condition ; now if you go into a tffeU'Tegulaied, 
boarding-school, one Of the first Commands ofthir 
mistress in the horning is, * Miss, show me yonr.|[t' 

teeth.'* 

My friend havittg made sale of several books in 

the pauses of our conversation, and more than he 

expected, here shut down the lids of his botxes ; 

told me that the time for his departure had arri* 

ved, and that he had no reason to regret having 

baked ki our village. ^ There/' said he». as the 

lid ef the last fell, ^',1 have extinguished my lamp! 

hut see how many other good books there are in 



* The reader will regret to learn, that this commanci is not 
so often giren ai needed. 
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the world, aod bow Iktte light I have been able to 
shut o«t| just by clo»ag that stQgle box of books. . 
Do the great oaoaarchs of the world expect by 
taming eat the boys, barring the doors of schgols, 
and colleges, and strutting before the sun, to cait 
a shade over tiie whole world ? No, it can't be — 
Kgbt is of sttch a nature that it will creep in 
through the shutters^ the key holes, every crevice. 
In the dark regions of the world, men are now so 
mueb ia earnest, that they will even read by mcott' 
lighu^' " We," added he, " can be of more ser- 
vice to our unhappy fellow-creatures elsewhere, 
by showing them bow much we can do for our- 
selves in this free country, than in any other way. 
The story of what we do, and are, is spreading far 
and wide*— is toM in huts and hovels in Europe, 
where the bread is so black and the fuel so scarce, 
that you can see nothing of the like kind here. 
The thought of these things, when I look s^out 
upon this fine land, perhaps makes me a little en- 
thusiastic ; or perhaps it is in part owing to my 

occadatioD as a Book-Merehant ; and that, Kke^. 

•« ■* .f 

. good hound, my scent grows keener the longer 
the chace continues. I must say, however, much 
as I admire this, n^^.adopted country, that I de- 
sire to see many things otherwise than they are. 
Only think of (mr riches and opportunities t For 
the rxdus^ observe how the people live on these 
hiHs : for the opportunities^ consider the society to 
which they are entitled : and what society is to a 
mani-«-'The Spanish proverb has it. 'He who 
never goes into society, never learns any thing. 
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In Europe, the more a man differs from the peo* 
pie, the more he is respected. It is not quite so 
here. I sir, even I, plain man as I am, with the 
aid of my white-topped boots, and a clean shirt, 
though a retailer of books, am in kings' compa- 
ny, whenever I please. For that purpose, how- 
ever, when travelling, I observe one rule ; and that 
isj to gain the favour of the tavern-keepers. They 
are, here, passport enough for any man. I could 
not help observing this a few months ago. I was 
at Baltimore, and staid at the great hotel kept by 
Barnum, and an excellent one it is too. Mr. 
Barnum and I were sitting by the fire^ and he was 
telling me the story of his having been burnt out 
while he kept the Exchange^ at Boston. The fire 
was raging in his garret at the very moment that 
a friend^ was advising him to make an insurance. 
^ Only think,' said he, ' 1 was shipwrecked in jporif, 
for there was an Insurance Office under my own 
roof. In one hour the whole fabric was in ruins.' 
' But,' said Barnum, 'I am on my legs again : 
these Baltimoreans have made much of me : they 
are a fine hospitable people, and I am now build- 
ing the^r^^ hotel in America. I wish you would 
look at it : I am going there this minute, with 
General Bernard of the army : you have heard 
of him, no doubt. He was one of Napoleon's 
generals — came to America, I think in 1817, and 
is a most intelligent and respectable man. I will 
introduce him to yon.' I had seen the general on 
board the steam-boat the day before, on our way 
to Baltimore, and had quite an itching to talk with 
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him ; but being young wben I came to ibis coun- 
try, my EnglUh prejodiees are too often upper- 
most. The words stuck in my throat, for the 
want of an intraduetion* At this momem Gene^ 
ral Bernard entered, and a single word or two 
from Mr. Bamum placed us oovtbe walk, side by 
side, in our way to his new hotel; where, while be 
was overlooking the workaien, I enjoyed, for a 
full hour, the society of the general. We discour- 
sed variously — about Architetture* Ho told me 
that the Battle-Monument in Baltimore would, be 
admired at jF^avis. About the habits of our peo- 
ple >^^ Sir,' said he, ' your countrymen are too 
much in a hurry. In France the. bricks are al- 
ways wet before they are put up ; but here I can 
never get it done in the public works. About the 
industry of his ovm countrymen. The masons often 
after spending the warm months in the country at 
their trade, come to Paris in the winter to tireove ; 
they are as industrious, sir, as the women in Flan-^ 
ders, who go to their milking with their pails on 
their heads, and their knitting in their bands.' 
<< We had," said my friend, '^ much other conver- 
sation, which I need not relate ; but from this you 
will see how easy it is for frogs to creep into kings' 
bouses. This is what 1 call society, 

*^ Now, sir, my books too, are society. To be sure, 
generally of dead men ; but that is next to talk- 
ing- with a living man— in sonfe respects better; 
for the dead man's conversation is usually more 
solemn, and many foolish things that would other- 
wise be said to serve a tura, are left out of it. It is 
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with good books as though a man were to send you 
a letter of direction from the other world, to tell 
you how you may get there : he would not be apt 
to put you on a wrong road. What can a man know 
who lives alone, without society, without books, 
whose talk is with his cattle only ? Multitudes, 
multitudes of such there are. I have many more 
books than I have mentioned to you ; some on 
gardening. Look at the gardens in this country : 
do you call them gardens 9 I should like to see 
more refinement. Had I the instruction of the 
people, they should leave out some of their pre- 
sent wants, and substitute others in their places. 
There is time and money enough : wants produce 
works — eternal industry — the more wants the more 
wealth : there would be none the less wheat and 
corn under my system of education, nor less eco- 
nomy. It is the rich and not the poor, who un- 
derstand .economy. They have studied the thing, 
and a good deal out of my books too. Do you 
know that, sir f In all good gardening there are 
fruits. Now these fruits generally require little 
cooking or dressing. Who puts butter upon a 
peach or green gage f This I call economy. Then 
too, the value of the fruits to the sick. Have you 
never seen the poor, diseased, feverish eye, glisten 
at the sight of grapes, or a peach ? These fruits 
raise men from the grave : ask the wise physicians, 
they will tell you so. I wish that the woAien here, 
taking example from a lady who lives not a thou- 
sand miles from New-Brunswick, in New-Jersey, 
would cut the runners of the strawberry, trim the 
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grape, and engraft the rose. Then when the flow- 
er should be cropped, she might show it in the 
windows of her kitchen and her dairy. It would 
look very gracefully there : besides, it would help 
to amuse her children, for all children love flow- 
ers, as you may have observed in the towns, where, 
when the boys or girls return on a holiday from 
an excursion into the neighbouring woods, loaded 
with wild flowers, the cry from the little ones along 
the street is, * give me one^ give me one, do give 
me one.' 

" My books, and the cultivation of the apple, the 
grape, the peach, the strawberry, the rose, (having 
respect to the climate,) take the mind off from 
grosser things. These beauties of the intellect, 
and of nature, lead it to God and to duty. They 
produce temperance^ and in this way we begin a 
religious education when reason first dawns. Now, 
however, the passions of the youth, are pre- 
mature for the want of proper food and drink, 
which is a small part of education here let 
me say, and for the want of wholesome, intel- 
lectual nutriment — they burst out hejore ther 
time. These youth shojild know every fact as to 
their physical nature^ as soon as thay can compre- 
hend it : much of their misery now is owing to 
ignorance and imbecility of mind ; and this too 
arises from our manner of treating them. What 
God has established as a part of nature^ they 
should know as early as possible. Now we make 
to them mystery, what to us is plain. The fire 
that consumes them in after life, is kindled early : 



it 18 bm a' spark : it i^ a rot begun in the young 
wood, and therefore is not seen. These passions 
drive them to the usual social gratifications at 
tbe bottle, or at the brothel, or to that which is 
worst'-^'more debasing, more iesiruetineJ^ Here, 
easting npon me an inquiring eye, and seeing 
that I understood him, he proceeded—^' You un- 
derstand me, I see. It is youthjvl suicide ; I have 
known several such suicides* Doctor Hun* 
ter, our great surgeon and anatomist, treats 
of it : but not as I should, with my . know- 
ledge upon the subject, nor^ as Tissot or Boerhaave 
have. I have a copy of Tissot upon this sub- 
ject, there, in one of my boxes. It is in French^ 
though the work has been translated I think, by 
a Mr. Hume. 1 have a son, at thirteen years of 
age ; with proper previous instruction and pre- 
paration of his mind, I put this part of Tis- 
sot's works into his hands. No delicacy should 
prevent a parent from giving these instructions 
to both male and female. They may save the 
child from being- cut off in the flower of youth 
by disease ; the seeds of which were sown, he 
knows not when. For when such diseases ap- 
pear, the child will not speak of the cause ; or 
perhaps he does not know it ; for who can tell 
wheUi just where, or how early, the worm makes its 
lodgment that causes the fruit to rot, wither and dief 
The pious Catholic, in his prayer book, has warn- 
ed the child against this self-destruction ; and do 
^^^'^, we call it a religious education, to let him drift on 
%' at hazard upon the great ocean of life, where 
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there al*e false lights and colours to decoy him to 
destruction ? Besides the work I have mentioned 
of Tissot's, he was the author of others. He wrote 
also ' Avis au peuplef advice to the people. He 
^as a christian and patriot, and thought that the 
pil&ople were a portion of God's reasonable crea- 
tored ; to be written for, smd in such a way, that 
they could understand what was addressed to 
them. He wrote on Healthy and how much is 
health to a man ! With a robust frame, or shat- 
tered nerves, we have two souls. 

'^The labouring vmn — what can he do without 
health ? With it, he whistles in the morning, in- 
stead of crawling to his work with sighs and 
groans. The rich have physicians, nurses, at- 
tendants, spacious apartments, and they have mo- 
ney, to enable them to travel, and thus put new 
and infant flesh upon their bones. But the la- 
lourer^ and if he be poor withal, and has no^ 
health, is nothing : living on charity ; a pauper 
on the town, sent to the alms-house, begging a 
drawing of tea, a cup of rice, a load of wood to 
keep him from freezing! And yet, sir, the la- 
bourer knows not the arts of health. Much of 
his food and drink is uncongenial to his nature. 
It is therefore cruel and wicked for the educated 
people not to teach him this, and many more 
things." 

Here my friend, not having appeared before to 
be aware of his protracted discourse, or of the 
warmth of manner which he had assumed, checked ^ 
himself by observing, " I have held a long con- 

e 
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versation with you about my books, for I have 
good ones on th^ various topics I have mentioned ; 
and the time will come in these free countries, 
when the people will know much of what wise 
men think of many of these matters. That is a 
dream now, but many a dream has come to pass. 
There must be a great gulf of separation filled up 
first : at present, folly, pride, <^ld fashions, worm- 
eaten superstitions keep them far asunder ; but 
both parties are now at this work, and when it is 
completed, as far as the nature of things admits, 
then, sir — what then ? They will all clap hands 
and rejoice together!" 

The moment had now arrived for our taking 
leave. Before we parted, he remarked, " I have 
a small original woi'k which I think of publishing, 
and beg the favour of first submitting it to you 
for inspection." Having nodded assent, our in- 
terview closed. 
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Mt last interview with my friend the Book- 
Merchant closed as I have stated ; if I should con- 
tinue to be of opinion that his good humour, sense, 
and benevolence will please thee, (not gentle read- 
er, for that implies that my little book is principal- 
ly intended for such as have not much else to do 
but read, which is not the case ;) then, should I 
meet him again, I will tell thee what more he shall 
sav for our mutual instruction. In the mean time, 
do not let me hear you say that it is foolish to call 
him a Book-Merchant, that he is nothing but an 
American Book-Pedler, and that you don't believe 
the story because he is too wise, and knows too 
much for his occupation. Have you never seen a 
plant, or a tree, in a garden or field, with the same 
plowing, hoeing, and tillage, tower above the rest, 
so that it is shown as one of the wonders of nature ? 
Such is my friend the Book-Merchant among the 
pedlers. Good breed, proceeding, as he does, 
from the same English loins that you do, (now 
that the old family quarrel is settled to your lik- 
ing, and we hope .for ever, why keep up the grudge 
any longer?) good education and good society in 
this free country have formed him as I have pre- 
sented him to you. It is you that are silly, in hav- 
ing passed laws in some of the states, as in Massa- 
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^7 j^ chusetts, to prohibit the pedlers from selling books^ 
because sometimes they have vended lascivious, 
mischievous ones ; or perhaps because they have 
interfered with the trade. — No, let books circulate 
freely, the good will drive out the bad, just as fine 
grasses and beautiful plants, with proper cultiva- 
tion, expel noxious weeds. 

Reader, I must now bid you good night; wish- 
ing you as pleasing dreams and as sound sleep as 
that which old Cornaro enjoyed at ninety^one, by 
means of temperance, agreeable occupation, and a 
pure conscience. To-morrow being Saturday, I 
will endeavour to give you some wholesome ad- 
vice, which may lead you to sober reflection on 
the following day, which should be well employed. 
This will be the seventh part of time, sacred to 
your mind and body ; it is for yon, and the beast 
that serves you. The ministers of religion stand 
with outstretched arms as your instructors ; the 
wise and benevolent at the same time begin to open 
their books to teach you all virtuous things. This 
period, the seventh portion of your life, well spent 
in acquiring knowledge, which leads to God and 
to duty, makes you a new man ; gives you oppor- 
tunities which are not surpassed by many, whom 
you now envy for their superiority ; and leaves 
you without any valid excuse for ignorance, vice, 
or brutal manners. 



I write principally for the Americsm labourer. 
His hands are hard, his skin burnt, his arm strong, 
like other labourers, but the profits of his work, 
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and his other privileges have here placed him in a -^ 
new order of being and society. Here he selects 
his Representative in Congress, his Governor, his 
President ; or he may become one of those per* 
sonages himself. Had his birth been in other 
countries, in former times, and in some even now, 
he might have been a slave, a serf sold with the 
land and the cattle ; as in Russia, one of the mob 
living upon fawning and favour; upon ''What 
will your Honour please to have ?" with the rim 
of his hat between his thumb and finger. If he 
had lived in the midst of Roman splendoinr, when 
Titus returned from ploughing down tfie walls of 
Jerusalem, he might have been a gladiator , and 
perhaps he may like to know what a gladiatorial 
show was. 

These personal combats between man and man 
were exhibited in the most magnificent structures 
at Rome, as the Coliseum, reared by Vespasian 
and Titus ; being five hundred and fifty feet in 
length, four hundred and seventy in breadth, in 
height one hundred add sixty, and whigh is sup* 
posed to have been able to contain eighty thou- 
sand persons. 

The gladiators were originally chosen from 

among the captives in war, or malefactor^ ; but 
when the encouragement became great, free per- 
sons adopted the employment; such were greatly 
rewarded for any uncommon act of bravery, pen- 
sions being granted to them. They fought with 
very various weapons ; when wounded, the gladi- 
ator lowered his sword in token of submission, 
his doom then depending on the will of the spec- 

6 * 
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tatorj; who, females as well as others, pressed 
down the thomb, if death was decreed ; if Kfe, it 
was held up. The fortner hrstal sigoal was al- 
ways given, whenever there was exhibited either 
the want of skill, or the want of a mirclproos cou- 
rage. When killed or mortll^ wounded, the 
gladiator was dragged like a carrion dog, with a 
hook, from the arena ; and thrown into a common 
receptacle, provided for the carcasses of the 
slaughtered ; whilst the fortunate combatant, be- 
smeared With gore, was crowned with palm. 

Th%:^Wtinguished knights, patricians, magis- 
trates, cmsulsj even ladies and emperors, attended, 
these exhibitions ; the young nobility often, also, 
enteriqg the lists, and contending as amateurs for 
the prizes. These combats sometimes made a por- 
tion of the festivity of private parties; such as 
those evening assemblages, to which, at this pe- 
riod, we resort for the most innocent and rational 
pleasures of our nature. Ten thousand gladiators 
are said to have fought at Rome alone, during the 
celebration of Trajan's triumph over the Dacians. 
At length, after the space ^f nearly seven centu- 1 
ries, an end was put to these murderous exhi- 
bitions. 

Labourer, any portion of history almost, may 
show you what uses have been made in all ages, 
of your ignorance, superstition, and base passiohs. 
You murdered honest John Huss ; not aH the em- 
perons aod kings in the world, can murder any 
man in cold blood, without your assistance. Do 
you remember him ? He was bom near Prague 
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itt Bdiemu, abont Ae^yew one thousand^ three • 
hundred ^and aevtmiy^woL^ condesiiied to death for 
freedtnnof JiscHision in die protestant cause, by 
theCoancil of Constance, iii the year one thou- 
9amd fo^ hmndMi aod fourteen ; at which were 
assembled^ arcHJ^Uiops and bishops, three hun- 
dred and ibrty-six ; abbots and doctors, five hun- 
dred and sixty-four; princes, dukes, earls, knights, 
squires, sixteen thousand ; common tiTOmen, four 
handred and fifty ; iorter^j six hundred ; mv^t- 
cianMi cookSi andjesterSf tfar^ huadrecj^^d twen- 
ty:! A noble assenriily indeed ! to j£^||i||mn an 
honest man to death for opinion's sak^, and then 
to lead him to the slaughter, with a paper cap on 
his bead, painted with the forms of horrid devils, 
that he Tnight by foretaste, while life yet lingered, 
endure the pangs of the infernal regions ! When 
death liad done its office, and there was no visi- 
ble remnant of the sufierer but his hot ashes, 
these they gathered up, and spread upon the wa- 
ters of the Rhine, that the earth, to use their mad 
language, '^ might not bear the weight of such 
enormous guilt.^' -^ 

Tes, labourer, though history does not name 
the man, it is certain, that out of the company 
upon tliat occasion collected, of barbers^ mu- 
sicianSi common teamen, cooksj or jesters^ you was 
iNtosen to paint the cap, plant the stake, fasten the 
chain, gather the faggots, put the fire, whose 
fierce flames drank up the life-blood of virtuous 

* " Gilpin's Lives," p. 151. 
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Johd fiuss ; for bad yoa stood up for him like 
men and Christians, the Rhine would h^e swal- 
lowed up the archbishops and bishops, abbots 
and doctors, the princes, dukes, earls, knights,' 
squire^, all, instead of his aslpu^ Yes^ every 
age of the world, if a murdeMiipi''de^d has been 
found necessary, that would soil a gentlemanly 
hand, yours has been selected. 

Would Napoleon have ever beheld the fine sun 
that gilded the horizon Oft the morning of the day 
of the ba^ of Aust^litz, had not his eagles been 
borne XjMPpi^ &i*Kns than his own ? It was but a 
few short years since, at one o'clock, on the se- 
venth day of November, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three,^ that you put to 
death in cold blood the unhappy Riego ; his 
crime, that of having entered into a conspiracy 
with many other noble and generous spirits forthe 
liberty of his country ! Previous to his execu- 
tion, you placed him in a dark chamber, with a ta- 
ble and a crucifix ; yoti forced him to the place 
of execution upon a hurdle, drawn by an ass ! 
Though exhausted by his sufierings, an(} trembling 
under the weight of his fetters, you compelled 
him to ascend a ladder to a lofty gibbet, where 
you hung him like a common felon, crying 
^< Huzza for the absolute king for ever, the inqui- 
sition for ever, down with commerce !'' then 



"^ This statement is made upon the authority only of a 
newspaper account of that period, but which was supposed 
to be accurate. 
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tbe jscenef by defacing in the churcb-yard^i^itli 
youjr sabres, tbe epitaphs bf the copstitutiommlts^ 
first 'stopping at tbe graves of Sierra, Pamblei, 
and Landabura ; from which you took the bo- 
dies, aniGypre tbtig to pieces. 

Yes, 10 ^v^^l^fttft ^^ ^^^ world, kings, empe- 
rors, popes, blsh^gentleraen, have made use of 
you to carry on their detestable wars ; in their 
service, for their ends, and not your own, you 
have fired houses, devafjtated fields, murdered 
children, and ripped up witk your bajwnets and 
sabresi the bodies of the wives of men, njj^ sub- 
iSistence, like your own, came only fromCflPlweat 
of the brow. Such you have been in other coun- 
tries. 

Even at this day, and in this happy land, if 
there be a cruel, vicious, vulgar, or useless em- 
ployiiient, it is yours : you gaff the game cocks ; 
you keep the doors of the cock pit ; you groom 
the gentlemen's game horses ; the lottery offices 
employ you for runners ; and if you had the 
wings of the carrier-pigeon, for the same end 
would they beat the air :* there is no tumbling, 



* Lotteries. — That this frightful source of vice and misery 
among the people should not only be tolerated, but receive 
the sanction of governments, in a country where there is 
cei|pinly no ivant of g^ood sense upon general subjects, would 
seem incredible. "Nojir that they are discontinued in England, 
what will Mr. Peel, Mr. Huskisson, and Mr. Canning say 
for the innocence of the young republic ? Our friends oim 
the water have solid virtues after all. Mr. Walsh, in his let- 
ters on France, states, that a hundred suicides annually are 
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rop%dancing, or sword-eating, that your bones 
and sinews are not made to bend to it ; in town or 



there atlriboited to the lotteries. Comahoun, in his " PoHce 
of the Melropolisy'^ has shoien the Sn^fffyi extedt of the eril. 
New- York, to her ererlasting honov, has in her amended 
constitution prohibited them. The lotteries, howerer, g^t- 
ed in this state before the constitution was amended, still 
continue in existence, with what right desenres inquiry* 
But what can a single state do to eradicate the mischief, labile 
other states send forth^ these poisons ? The plea for them is, 
that thoF mre sources of revenue ! Can any policy be more 
wretcljiqpf than to attempt to gain remenue from those very 
vices which goremments create ? A committee in Parlia- 
ment, as long since as 1808, used this language: <*That the 
foundation of the lottery system was so radically vicious, that 
your committee feels convinced, that, under no system of 
regulations that can be devised, will it be possible for Parlia- 
ment to adopt it as an efficacious plan of revenue, and at the 
same time divest it of all the evils of which it has hitherto 
proved so baneful a source.^ M. Say, in his admirable treatise 
on Political Economy^ says *' When a government derives a 
profit from the licensing lotteries and gaming houses, what does 
it else but offer a premium to a vice most fatal to domestic hap* 
pioess, and destructive to national prosperity ? How disgrace- 
ful is it to see a government thus acting as a pander to irregu- 
lar desires, and imitating the fraudulent conduct it punishes 
in others, by holding out to want and avarice the bait of hol- 
'ow and deceitful chance f ^ The mischief in the cowUry is 
not glaring and palpable, because in the country there is little 
. of the traffic, and therefore it is that the people are not well 
informed upon the subject. They may rest assured, howS^er 
that the vices of the cities will in the end reach them. They 
sire not aware of the enormous profits made by the offices, nor 
of the host of persons thus supported in worthless employ- 
ments, which bring not a dollar to the state. Indeed the 
whole system is fraud, extravagance, and waste. No mode 
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country, if an innocent girl is to be robbed of 
her virtue, and, then thrown into a well or the 
street, the assignation is procured by making the 
infamous gold, glisten in your hand^. 
. K neither the rlkve. of God or man be in your 
heart, there is n^jQIllig base of which you have not 
been guilty. In your capacity of American citi- 
zen, the noblest, proudest that man ever exercised^ 
I hav^ sometimes seen you (thank God not often) 
at the polls, in greasy shirts, cursing and swearing, 
reeling with the fumes of rum, the bread and cheese 
sticking between your teeth, given by the: Qfentle- 



of gaming is so expensive, and this expense, too, must fall, in 
the main, upon unthinking, unhappy wretches, who know 
not how to take care of themselves. A friend informed me 
that be went often to the most famous gaming house in Paris, 
and one of the most noted in the world. The Allies were then 
in Paris. There he often saw General Blucher, and always 

* 

at the game rouge et noir, red and black, from the colour of 
the table. He carried his Napoleons in rouleaux y done up 
like cartridges, ten or twenty in a cartridge. It was report- 
ed that this sport more than once emptied his pockets, which 
however were filled again by his master the king of Prussia. 
Be this as it may, when the rich g^me and lose, they usually 
have resources left, but the I09S to the poor is irretrievable. 
A calculation, demonstrating the chances o(. the table, gave 
a profit of two per cent, only in its favour. Twibe that amoun t 
would probabjy not pay the profits of the lottery offices here, 
and that*is in addition to tbe usual allowance oi fifteen per 
cent, to the lottery. This species of gaming, so fatal to the 
poor and unthinking, is a deep disgrace to the age in which 
we live, and still more so to a country which boasts of its vir- 
tue and good sense. 
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men as a treat for your votes, who, when your bac 
have been turned, have put spurs to their faors 
calling yoii fools and asses, and regarding yo^ wi 
ineffable scorn. Labourer, hear me ! I am famili 
J . : with the thoughts that stir in your'mind, new on 

are at work there ; I see them tiearly ; the rl 

i i ^ * 2ind powerful begin to take you by the han< 
kings to ask favours of you $ for even they see, tfa 
if you be not enlightened, they, among kinj 
must become paupers. Arise! sweep from yo 
Intellectual houses the dust and filth which for ag 
have been gathering there ; a new era has arrives 
men and nations are throwing off their garmer 
of superstition and ignorance, as the serpe 
casts his worn-out skin. As an American 1 
bourer, you are privileged ; stand forth therefo: 
as ^ a pattern-man; let the world look at yoi 
bright face, and see that the dark passions whii 
show themselves In the despised labour of the sla^ 
are not there ; let temperance smooth your bro 

jl daily; commit to memory the constitutions of yoi 

governments ; above all things maintain yoi 
schools and colleges, that your son or daughte 
in pursuing nature, may find God, who is moi 
and more brought to light in these benevolei 
times, and ate reveals himself clearly to tho! 
only, who aft following truth and virtue. 
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LETTER V. 



MANUSGRIPT LOCUSTS. 

My dear Brother, 

I SEND you a little manuscript, thtf^ork of 
an old friend of mine, and beg you will ask Mr. 

, the bookseller, to get it published for me 

cheaply. You know where to find him: his 
shelves^ are no longer on the outer walls of the 
house. As to the manuscript, if Mr. ob- 
jects that the whole of the contents do not appear 
to be the truth, yo^ can assure him, that in this 
respect it is preferable to most gravels ; for in 
them, one half perhaps being true, and the other 
false, the reader not knowing te^AicA half to believe, 
is left where he began. Here, however, besides 
the mention of many absolute facts, there is such a 
likeness to the truth, that he can never be essen- 
tially misled, and may therefore ^|« the whole 
for verity. 

With the manuscript, I |en^ 1^1^ j:urioifty 
which my friend obtained from a Ibnaeman who 
has been residing at Bombay, and who brought it 
to this country, thinking that the contents might 
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perhaps be an object of traffic here. You will 
perceive upon taking off the lid of the box, that 
there are six distinct apartments, and in each a 
little insect, which, in China, whence the insect 
comes, are called Locusts. The gentleman ob- 
^i|. tained it from a Chinese labourer at Bombay : 
|t- there are many Chinese there who act in that ca- 

^ pacity, as gardeners, &c. You must on no account 

open the doors leading into the different stalls, or 
cells, so as to let these insects come together ; for 
they are the most spiteful, ferocious little devils in 
the worl^. Should you do so, you will find that, 
like a dozen cocks thrown into the pit at once, 
th^re will not, in one half hour, be more than a 
single survivor. It appears that the tail of the iu- 
sect is armed with a sharp point, like a d4H) ^^d 
that the aim of the assailant being always at the 
eye or some vital part of his antagonist, seldom 
fails to take effect ; so that tijjt one %hich gets the 
first blow is usually the victor. Do not think that 
I mean to imppse upon your credulity, in stating 
the use which is made of these insects, when I as- 
sure you that the Chinese labourers keep them to 
game with, ad the gentlemen of the turf among 
us, keep horses. They are supported at vast- 

than horses and at much less 

It is for this reason that the 

there allowed to use them 

have mentioned. What kind 

' of gaming is in fashion in China among the 

Mandarins J I am not^able to say. It is because 

this is a cAeop^mode of gaming that I desire to see 
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it iDtroduced into our country, and therefore send 
the Locusts to you to be disposed of in the best 
manner. The vulgar, ignorant common people, 
must have sports ; they cannot live without ; and 
why should they not have tlieir own, instead of 
tagging after the gentlemen, for they cannot af- 
ford to keep horses for their amusement merely. 
Indeed, if I remember right, it was upon this 
ground, that Mr. Wyndham, in Parliament, in his 
manly argument, opposed a bill introduced there 
to prevent bull-baiting. That is, that these 
pleasures, which had such charms for the vulgar 
populace, were not more vicious or hurtful to the 
public morals, than many of those pursued with 
so much eagerness by the higher orders. This 
was quite a fair way of treating the subject. 

I hope, my dear brother, not to be disappointed 
in the expectation of an early publication of the 
manuscript ; as I h^ informed my friends in the 
country here, that an original work was very soon 
to appear, which was intended most expressly for 
their amusement and profit. 

Your afiectionate brother. 
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THE BOOK-MERCHANT'S TOUR. 

Yesterdat, a little before the rising of the sun^ 
as he was struggling to make his glorious passage 
through the vapours and clouds of a murky mom- 
iog, as, usual at that hour, I stood with my little 
corn-basket in my hand, the weather was cold, and 
my fur cap was drawn down over my ears. I was 
muttering to myself, '' beautiful bird^ beautiful 
birdJ*^ She was my favourite pullet, and had ap- 
peared first of all the flock. At this ini^tftnt, I 
heard a light step, and felt a gentle tap on my 
shoulder, accompanied by a salutation of << good 
morning to you, sir, good morning ;" and who 
should it be, but my old friend the Book-Mer-^ 
chant ! 

" Ay," said he, " is this the way you spend 
your time .^" — " Yes — better this, * than like the 
West-Indian, keep my couch, and let time spend 
itself.' This is the very way; look at that fowl, 
see the crimson of her comb, what think you that 
shows I eggSi pancakes, a farmer's profit. Why, 
sir, man andy^e sloth are almost the only \z.iy 
beings in^cmffbn^'That pullet lays me an egg at 
so early an hour, that she can hardly see the way 
to her nest. Look at the elegance of her plu- 
mage ; she is as beautiful as the bird of Paradise ! 
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I intend, by breeding, to bring my whole flock 
up to that standard." 

" Pigs and poultry !" " Now," said I, " look 
at my pigs ; here they are — here is what I call 
breeds in fowl, brute, or man* You see that glut- 
tony lying there, not standing to eat, nor sitting, 
but lying down, literally eating himself to sleep. 
Cobbett says, in his ' Residence in America,' or 
* Cottage Economy^' (I do not recollect which) 
that the true hog should sit and eat. NofVr, this 
is a greater gourmand than his hog. — ^But look at 
that other, I can make nothing of him ; observe 
the hair on his spine ; it stands the wrong way, 
like that of a hog in a passion ; he belongs to a 
disparaged branch of the great family of hogs : 
I shall take the advice of good farmers, who say, 
that a poor beast is not worth keeping, and kill 
him this very day." 

By this time my old friend began to shift from 
one foot to another, showing a little impatience, 
and said that he came on business. 

'' I will explsdn at once^" said he, <' for < time 
to me is money.' You informed me, some time 
since, that you had thoughts of writing a little 
book. You have known me as a book-merchant, 
(a book-merchant I am still) and noi¥^ to confess 
the truth, I have been writing tfaft,tiiitory of my 
summer's travels, as I heretofore Inifbrmed you ; 
and to come to business at once, if you think that 
my little manuscript will dovetail with any of your 
dissertations on pigs and poultry, and not look 
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like a cabbage stump ia a flower-garden, then yon 
shall take it, and pay me equitably, according to 
the profits of the whole work«" ' 

Knowing the queer humour of the man, and 
that he had sense too, the bargain was struck ', 
and here follows a history of my friend's sum- 
mer journey. 



THE TOUR. 

•• A true and genuine History of a Touk tlu-ough parts 
of the state of New- York, Vermont, and New- 
Hampshire, in the United States of America, begim 
and ended in the year 1825. 

City of New- York. 

I must begin by fairly informing the reader, 
that, like Jonah in the belly of the fish, (if fish it 
was) I have often travelled far and seen little. — 
Doctor Johnson says, that no man's experience, 
however small, has its parallel in the life of ano- 
tMpr ; and that the biography of any individual, 
obscure as he may be, if accurately and fairly 
written, would be useful to the rest of his race. -«• 
As this human race is to me the most interesting 
part of creation, I have often passed over many a 
hilrand valley, lake' and river, wholly absorbed 
in observations on my fellow-travellers, without 
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hardly koowing whether it was wet or dry, fair or 
foul. — ^All nature, to be sure, is worthy of atten- 
tion ; but that part of it which can laugh and cry, 
(which the philosophers say is man only) in all 
my travels, most engages my attention. Thus, 
whilst others at peep of dawn are listening, as 
the coach rolls on, to a band of music in the fea- 
thered tribe, J am watching to hear the various 
notes of the human voice within, and endeavour- 
ing, before there is light enough to ob^lTve the 
dress, manners, and countenances of my compa- 
nions, to ascertain their respective characters, 
from those indications. 

Being by profession a Vender of books, 1 4iad 
made, previous to the month of .June, in the year 
1B24, many sales in the northern part of the State 
of New-York, and in the eastern States, and wi|| 
desirous to make collections of moneys due on that 
account. Before I commenced this tour, I cast 
about to see what instructions were necessary for 
a " patriotic traveller ;" and was lucky enough to 
find an excellent and scarce essay, by Count 
Berchtoldf which contains a treatise to direct and 
extend the inquiries of " patriotic travellers j" of 
whom I desire to show my reader that I am pne. 
These instructions are all valuable ; I therefore 
studied them over carefully, but found that some 
were more particularly applicable to a European 
traveller. 

As all who go upon distant journeys desire, 
above all things, to return with life and limb, I 
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looked especially at that head which gives direc- 
tions '' for the safety of the traveller's person and 
% property." 

The author recommends, *^ 1st. That the tra- 
veller should look to the fidelity of his servant ; 
who should be conversant with the French lan- 
guage, write a quick hand, know hoiw to let blood, 
that he may ^ve his master assistance if neces- 
sary." — As to a servant on the road, that liMi me 
was om of the question ; besides, even the gentle- 
«• men in this country, who can afford such an ex- 
pense, unless they travel in their own carriages, 
rather prefer to be seen to help themselves ; tra- 
veliiog servants for such gentlemen are even more 
out of fashion than heretofore ; as to bleeding , 
that, in this country, is given up to the doctors 
^etber. 
' fnd. " That familiarity with fellow-travellers 
be avoided as imprudent; that another man's 
name never be asked, nor the motive of his tra- 
velling, nor the time he intends to continue in a 
place, he" — ^These instructions, in most parts of 
America, would be absolutely unintelligible. 

3d. *' The company of drinkers, players, and 
wo^n, to be avoided." — Of drinkers, I lament to 
say, that there are too many ; of players in the 
country parts, there are few, and of lewd and dan- wk» 
gerous women, fewer still. ^^ 

The fourth I pass over. 

5tb. ^^ That when a traveller arrives, he should 
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wait on the ambassador, claim his protection, that 
thus he may be presented at court, to the highest 
nobility, and in that way obtain entrslnce into the 
first company." — In these States, though they may 
be said in some respects to resemble the prindjpa- 
lities of Europe, there are no ambassadors, or no- 
bility ; nor are there any courts, except where 
causes, and thieves are tried ; and in regard to the 
Jirst Gi|b)any, (so different are the manners here, 
from those of Europe, for here, every body knows 
something of every body,) T am assured, thad some 
of my countrymen, who don't know that there is 
a spindle at Manchester, or coal at Newcastle, 
have, by virtue of their birth in a loMly land, ob- 
tained an easy entrance into : even into com- 
pany where the lady and gentleman in their 
younger days passed many a week with often not 
bread and butter enough to carry them over .1 
Sunday ; but now, the gentleman sometimes or- 
ders the horse Regulns into the gig, and some- 
times Pompey^ and often both into the barouche, 
and the lady, at ten in the morning, to save her- 
self the trouble of sitting upright, rings the bell 
at the head of the bed, to call the maid to see 
what's the time by the clock that stands concealed 
behind her curtains. — This, though every biicly 
knows that no country contains better company, 
is, I am sorry to say, as in all others, deemed by 
many, a portion of the best. I am but a travel- 
ling book-merchant, still I cannot but think that 
such people here, are absolutely good for nothing. 
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Though a poor man myself, to teli the truth, how* 
ever, not entirely poor, but not rich, I love and 
respect those who have made themselves so, by a 
9^ noble and ingenious industry ;4ike, for instance, 
(foi<^s I observed before, every body in this coun- 
try knows something of every body,) Mr. ■ of 
Philadelphia, whose name from delicacy, I forbear 
to mention, but who knows how to reward his 
faithful servants, the supercargoes of hia ships, 
and says, that '' all lazy fingers in his employ, are 
at the bottom of his pocketiH' 

I beg the reader not to think amiss of this digres- 
sion ; for lfe||^ psirt of my plan of writing the 
history of njplour, which I shall observe when it 
is convenient. But to return to the author. 

6th. <' It would be a ridiculous vanity iu the 
traveller to carry diamond rings, or very expen- 
e watches, or valuable trinkets ; in some coun- 

ies it is even dangerous to show gold coins, sil- 
ver spoons, and such articles."— As to trinketSj 
they are common enough in all countries, but I 
think not much worn here ; and I have not known 
but one traveller who carried his own silver spoons, 
and he, dainty gentleman, always preferred a 
black to' a white pig, declaring that it was by far 
mii|i delicious. 

Ifth. " Double-barrelled pocket-pistols are very 
well calculated for the defence of the traveller." — ^ 
In the country parts of these states through which J 
I have travelled, robbery wUkf rare, that he who 
carries a pistol, double or s^le-barrelled, is him- 
self suspected ; the innocent natives take such a 
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man for some ipreat rogue or bandit, not as one 
fearing robbery, but a3 a robber hims^f. 

Several other instructions to secure the travel- 
ler are passed over, and I have only cited the au- 
thor to show the diversity of manners in diffietreut 
countries, and how much happier and safer a man 
may be, in some than in others.* 

On the fifth day of the month I have mentioned, 
unlike most travellers, I took my departure from 
the great metropolis of the great state of New- 
York, %ot in the mdifaing, but in the evening, why 
or wherefore, is of no moment to tt^e reader. He 
who has his eyes open, may see sig|iE|| Jit any time ; 
and if his ears are acute and good^ he may tell 
whether a voice proceeds from a white, or a black 
man. I was sure it was the latter, as I heard, 
upon passing near the theatre at ten o'clock at 
night, a great cry of " watch ! watch !" NowHf' 
cry of " watch, watch," brings together all the 
standers or goers by, whether engaged in that 
useful calling or not. I being one of them, pro- 
ceeded to the place whence the voice issued, and 
was asked by a coloured man at the door, if I be- 
longed to the watch. At this moment one of those 
city guardians stepped up, and was immed^ely 
recognised by the tenant of the premises. " Hf^," 
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* Upon looking ovmM. Galignani's ** Traveller's Guide," 
through France, for Iflli^I observe that the fashions there, 
in several particulars, *have not altered, essentially, since 
Count Berchtdd wrote. 
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said he, ^< take this man to Brtde^^ll, I will lodge 
my complaint against him in the morning.'' — 
No sooner said than done : off he went in legal 
custody. I stepped in, and remarked to him that 
I was not a' little surprised that a man of his co- 
lour should send a gentleman to Bridewell. *' I 
will tell you what sort of a gentleman he is," said 
he : " he is one of your six weeks lords; a live-by- 
chance, upon ' please lend me five dollars till next 
week :' he is well known to the watch : here he 
comes into my oyster shdp at ten o'clock at 
night, calls fcMLa cigar and glass of gin and wa- 
ter, (which Jnyrill never pay me for,) and while 
he was half drunk in one corner of the room, I 
was very sleepy, wishing him gone, and gaping 
loud in the other. Upon this, up he starts, in a 
great passion, seizes me by the throat, and says, 
* you d — ^n'd villain, how dare you gape loud in 
the presence of a gentleman? If I had you in the 
Bahamas, I'd cut every one of your toe-nails 
down to the quick, and your ears off, and make 
you wear them about your neck for beads.' No, 
no. Bridewell is the place for him : I'm glad I 
sent him there." 

Upon this I left the shop, delighting myself with 
the idea that I lived in a country in which a man 
black or white, might gape loud if he pleased, in 
the presence of a gentleman ; or in which a man's 
horse or mule might brush c^ the flies from his 
flanks with his tail, without bf^gg called to account 
for it by passengers in tht streets. I had a cousin 
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travoUing in th^^arbary stetes : be was stancUng 
one day at the head of his mole, when a turbaned 
Turki with a sabre at his side, accidentally pass- 
ed : at that moment the male threw aboat her long 
tail, and brushed him in the face. He instantly 
drew his sabre, inflicted a dreadful wound npon 
the leg of my friend, which laid him np for six 
months, and from which he has never entirely re- 
covered. Fall of pleasing ideas of liberty and 
safety, I went on my way rejoicing, and slept at 
Harlem, eight mile Aom the city. 
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. Lady Idghtfoat, 

In the morning, the landlord showed me some fine 

colts and breeding mares, which were grazing in a 

small pasture in the rear of his garden. '* There,*' 

said he, '^ what think you of that mare f Do you 

know her?" "Not 1 5 I have never seen her." 

" That is the famous Lady ^lAghtfooiy^ said he : 

" She ran against Eclipse at Jamaica, in eighteen 

hundred and twenty-two." *• Bless me," said I, 

«• is that the same Lady ? I saw her there ; she 

was then as gaunt as a greyhound. She is in a 

very motherly condition now." Oh yes, she is kept 

for breeding," said he. " This is the way, then, 

in which the gentlemen of the turf breed horses. 

1 wish they took ju much care of the breed of 

men and women, what a prodigious fine race we 

8 
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should have ! A lioiie finely timed, that skovs 
slTCDgtliy isa hard worker, patient, docile, healthy, 
kind-hearted— in truth, a Tirtoous, nsefal horse, is 
a fine animal ; but man or woman who has all 
those qaalities, u finer still. They say in England, 
that the excessive refinement in the breed of race 
horses, which the gentlemen there, with their pockets 
full of money, pursue with so much ardour, has not 
improved the breed of vforken. It is workers 
that w^ want." By this time, the man perceived 
from my voice, that I waxed i little warm, and I 
observed from bis countenance, that be was not 
coundng bis gpese, but attending to me. I pro- 
ceeded, " Here, in this beautiful state, we had a 
law against horse-radng ; but the gentlemen^ of 
the turf, ever desirous to improve the breed of 
horses, were not content, and begged of the legis- 
lature to except, from the operation of the act, the 
good county of Q!ueen$. Oh yes, quite right for 
Kings and Queens; and so the legisla^re indulged 
the gentlemen. The state, thinking to establish 
morality by latOj and to make harse-race gaming 
harmless in this innocent country, enacted excel- 
lent provisions against < heads and tails/ 'all 
fours, 'and ' £• O.-tables,' to be carried intoeffect by 
the constables, sheriffs and magistrates, * on the 
course ; and now the gentlemen boast that every 
thing is conducted in the most orderly manner y 
that all gaming and vicious conduct is effectually 
prevented. A fine law indeed, against E.O.-tables ! 
when half the number of the great multitude that 



TRE BOOK-XKRCHANt's TOUR. 87 

congregate, come for no other purpose bat to 
game: all the blacklegs that can be collected 
from a circuit of a hundred and fifty miles, are 
there assembled. There is not a steam-boat or 
sloop that traverses the rivers a week previous to, 
or after this gentlemen's great holiday, where you 
may not have your choice, of little loo, pam loo, 
all-fours, or, the gentleman's game, brag. What 
gives these gentlemen a right, by their example, 
to corrupt the innocent people, and thus bring 
upon us the vices of Europe? They need not go 
far to see the consequences ^ only out to the State 
Prison, to the Penitentiary, or the Stepping-mill : 
not so far ; only out of Broadway, down Catha- 
rine-Lane : it will only soil their shoes a little to 
see the sight ; up one pair of stairs, or two, or 
three, as they choose. Horrid indeed i and too 
horrible to relate, were it not that duty compels us 
to know of wretchedness, and its causes all that 

r 

exists: theie causes! I have seen enough of 
them in Europe : bull-baiting, prize-fighting, 
cock-fighting, horse-race-gaming and drunken- 
ness, will soon bring men, and women too, to this 
pass. It is but a short road, and soon travelled . 
over. '* There is but the thickness of a shilling bit 
between the comfort of the poor and their greatest 
miseries." Pray do the gentlemen of the turf 
know what sort of people, after all, have to sup- 
port the charges of all this wickedness f for there v 
is nothing so expensive as vice. One drunkard 
makes four paupers. Why the laborious, frugal, 
and industrious, to be sure ; men Just like me, 
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who am often on the road- before the cocks wake, 
and obliged to bear the storm for hours to- 
gether, in my face and eyes, to make a sixpence 
or save one." To my discourse the man listened 
with some attention, and said, *' but how can you 
help it ?" " Ay," said I, "that deserves conside- 
ration. Now I observe that these gentlemen, who 
are able to keep horses, are in one particu- 
lar very like Julius Caesar and Tamerlane; 
that is, they all like distinction : in this country, 
our votes. Now if they will agree to maintain 
the laws of virtue and propriety, that keep the 
world in order, and enable you and me to sle^ 
on feather beds in cold weather, they shall have 
their fair proportion of what those great men 
sighed for. What think you," said T, " will it 
do ?" My landlord looked pleased, and without 
waiting for an answer, I stepped into my little 
waggon, which was then ready, and with the 
aid of a ski^ went on board the steam-boat at 
Philipsburgh, as she was then passing up the 
river. 
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Steam-bacU Passage. 

The boat was crammed with passengers. Mak- 
ing it a prkiciple never to be idle, I looked out for 
company, and after taking a survey of this minia- 
ture world, my eyes at length stopped at a woman, 
who sat pretty much alone, at the bow of the boat} 
whom I took to be Irish, from her short petticoats, 
thick clumped shoes, leather strings, and a cast of 
countenance which was familiar to me. These 
. people are friendly, and after having mentioned 
the place of my birth, and that I had been in 
Ireland, we fell naturally into conversation. She 
having just arrived in this country, I asked her 
whether she had an agreeable passage, upon 
which she informed me that there could not be 
a worse ; that they had such a fearful storm that 
the captain gave up all for lost. " But," said she, 
'^ I told the captain that we could not sink, that I 
was sure of it, and that I had that in my wooden 
chest which would save the ship: They did ,not 
however, heed me; and such shrieking and howling 
was there for two days, from the poor frightened 
souls, that I hear it ringing in my ears yet. It 
turned out, however, as I said, we came in safe.'^ 
" And pray," said I, had you a priest locked up in 
your chest?" " Oh no. Sir, not that; they say that 
a priest will bring on a storm in a calm ; |iot that, 
but a veil" " A veil, a veil, and pray whatfis 
that ?" said I. Here patting the head of her little 
boy, who stood by her side, '* This little fellow,'' 
said she, ^' came into this wicked world with a veil • 
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some childer are bom with it; it is like a thin 
bladder drawn over the face; if you take it off right 
and carefully, without tearing, the child can see a 
hundred miles off in a dark night ; they call it 
second sight ; it is a precious thing ; iU luck to the 
mother who don't take care of it, for it will save a 
house from burning, and a ship from sinking. The 
veil tells whether the person be sick or well ; if 
well, it looks fresh and healthy, if sick, it withers 
up. My husband's father was born with one of 
them ; he fought in four kingdoms and not a bul- 
let touched him, for he carried his veil in the lin- 
ings of his coat. But in the last war he went to 
Spain, poor soul! his wife forgot to sew in the 
veil, as he had directed her to do, and at the siege 
of Badajos he was a dead man. But," said she, 
^^ there is no use in telling any such thing hercj for 
they will not believe a word of it. No, they won't 
believe in what you have seen with your own eyes 
and handled with your own hands. I told a story 
yesterday to a young woman of this country of 
what happened to a Belfast lady and gentleman, 
which my cousin's mother saw with her own eyes, 
for she was chamber-maid to the Jady. These 
rich people had all that heart could wish, except 
an heir; they h^d lived together fourteen years, 
sighing, pining, and fretting, as though God had 
not a right to deal with his own creatures as be 
chooses, to lend or not to lend. At last the doc- 
tors advised them to travel; to go to England and 
drink the waters. Whether it was the water, or 
the travel, or the sights, I can't say, for poor peo- 
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pie in Ireland, like me, never ask for such a bless- 
ing without receiving it ; but so it was, the lady 
at the end of six months came home quite altered^ 
and at the time when nature would have her own 
way, what do you think it was ? A wvlf^ a wulf^ 
standing on four hairy legs ! The people all said 
it was a right punishment for her complaining of 
God's dealings, when her house was full of silver 
and her stable of horses* Now, Sir," added she, 
^' this young woman, to whom I told the story, 
after 1 had finished, laughed me full in the face, as 
much as to say she did not believe a word of it, 
though my cousin's mother saw the whole with her 
own eyes." 

To my regret, at this moment our conversation 
was broken off very suddenly by a clamorous noise 
at the door of the ladies' cabin, and I stepped up 
to see what was the difficulty.' The cabin was 
crowded with ladies and children, all heads and 
points, and in as much confusion as a ship after 
action. I heard a gentleman say, " Why, Madam, 
the birth was taken for my cousin ; she is ill, and 
wishes repose ; her name is down to the number." 
To which a coarse and vulgar voice replied, << I 
care not who has got the number, I am ill too, I 
have got the birth, and my child and I will keep 
it" The captain was called and the facts explain 
ed, which the woman did not deny, but reiterated 
her determination to keep her ground. By this 
time a dozen gentlemen surrounded the captain ; 
it was the Commodorej who derives that honoura- 
ble appellation from being eldest in the North river 
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steam-boat service. He submitted the matter to 
public opinion, which, in this free country, seems to 
bear sway both on land and water, and said, " Gen- 
tlemen, will you not support order in the boat f' 
-' Oh yes. Captain, order must be maintained in 
the boat," said one and all. At this moment a 
kind-hearted qualier approached, and proposed 
terms of compromise, but the woman would listen 
to nothing, insisting upon her nine points in the 
law, possession. At length, the captain turned off 
with the mortified look of a man not in the habit 
of giving up a point, and said, shaking his head, 
^^ I am not going to handle that she-bear, with a 
cub at her side ; besides, Gentlemen," with a smtle 
at one corner of his mouth, ^'you can't, in this 
country, throw a woman overboard, or into the 
hold, that is out of the question ; here Mr. ■ ■ 
I will find a birth for the lady." 

Peace having been thus restored, the parties re- 
tii*ed, and as I turned from the cabin-door I was 
struck with the singular appearance of a woman 
whose features I partly recognised, as those with 
which I had formerly been acquainted, and was 
determined, if possible, to ascertain before I left 
the boat, whether I was in a mistake. 

At length we approached Albany, where, upon 
my arrival in this country, a stranger, poor and 
friendless, I first enjoyed success in business, at a 
time too, when the sound of the lifting of the latch 
of my door by a customer, fell upon my ear as does 
the dropping of the rain upon the parched earth, of 
upon the sail of the thirsty shipwrecked mariner. A 
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city, which was first settled by the descendants of 
those who made dykes, and thus chained down 
the sea, by the work of their hands ; where forty 
years since, (as I have been told) in their then 
simple and innocent state, a word was as good as 
a bond ; which still contains many good people, 
and I know no better. Our boat, the /ZtcA- 
mondj approached the dock ; her paddles re- 
volving in quick succession, her streamers, fly- 
ing, when lo ! it appeared, that an oyster and 
' clam-boat was in possession of the birth which 
she intended for herself. No time was to be 
lost: the passengers must be landed, and the 
order was given by the pilot and hands, that 
the man in the shallop should draw off without 
delay, and give place to his betters, being threat- 
ened in case of non-compliance, with instant de- 
struction. Threats do not always produce the de- 
sired effect, as was the present case. The com- 
mander of the inferior vessel kept his ground, 
and swore that if that big bug came any nearer, 
jhe would put the captain's nose between two of 
his clam-shells. The fact was, that the oysters 
and clams were entitled to the birth. At this mo- 
ment the captain, having been engaged below, 
stepped on deck, and seeing the difficulty, " soft- 
ly, softly," said he, '< every man is an emperor in 
this country, we must coax the fellow away." 
" Yes," said I, " captain, your sovereign people 
love coaxing, as well as other sovereigns." In 
this way the difficulty was soon removed, and the 
Richmond took her destined position. 
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In every age of the world, ^ the education of 
kings, has been deemed an object of the firstimpor- 
tance ; and I could wish that some competent per- 
son would write a little treatise, that could be un- 
derstood, upon the training of the American kings. 
The maxim of the World has been, that kings 
could do no wrong : we have expunged it, how- 
ever, from the code of this, my adopted country, 
and engrafted one more reasonable, ^^ that kings, 
few or many, can do wrong." It becomes doubly 
important, therefore, to teach them how to ddl^ 
right. If as sovereigns they are to be treated, 
and if there are to be so many, the breed is im- 
portant ; for all nature shows that when that has 
once degenerated, ages and ages do not retnove 
the taint, but that things go on in an increased 
ratio, from bad to worse. The breeds the breed is 
every thing. There is the AraVs )aiarej for in- » 
stance, how much has this continued care for ge- 
nerations 4one for her ? She is not only the «er- 
vant^ but the friend of her master : he sleeps by 
her side, keeps an accurate calendar of her re- 
motest ancestors, maternal and paternal, treats her 
with the tenderness of a child, frames an address 
to her, and recites it thus, in the language of a 
kind friend, a lady, who has been good enough to 
furnish me with this paraphrase, from the writings 
of an eastern traveller.* 



•*' darkens Trarels in the Holy Land. 
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The Arabia parting Address to his Mare. 

My eyes ! my sonl ! my very heart ! 
How can I bear from thee to part ? 
How shall it e^er of me be told, 
That I to many masters sold 
My Antelope? as fleet, and bright. 
As beams of beay'n^ own blessed light : 
But I am poor, thou know^t it well 
For r^t thou hear'st whatever I tell ; 
Ah .' thus with thee to part is more, 
, Than all I've parted with before, 
jpve reared thee as a tender child. 
With thee Vve roam'd the desert wild ; 
When borne by thee I knew no fear, 
And in my tent was nought more dear. 
Did I ^er beat or chide thee ? never ! 
Did I caress* with fondness ? ever 
Belov'd and fair ! may heav'n preserve thee i 
No care than mine, can more deserve thee. 
Lovely thou art ! may Grod befriend thee ! 
And from all envious^ eyes defend thee ! 

This is education. The breed ! X^i^y say that 
Spain, the degeneracy of the nobles at this day, 
cannot vouch for the fact) is seen in their spi- 
ess visages, and diminished figures, and this 
)duced by continued intermarriages for genera- 
ns with each other. I have seen red whiskers 
appear in the third generation, after having dis- 
peared in the second ; a boy with one thumb 
ttened at the end, as was his grandfather's ; a 



' An evil or enmous eye is supposed by the Arabs to pn)< 
:e the most injurious consequences. 
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girl with the nail on one toe, running transveffely 
with the toe itself, like that of the mother, ^d 
grandmother ; and if the family bad kept the 
Arab's calendar, I might probably give a more 
remote history of the toe. I have known a whole 
family, large and respectable, the one half of 
which committed suicide— a person fair as light, 
(many such doubtless there are) to whom any de- 
ception was the worst of crimes, always meaning^ > 
what was said, and performing what was promi- 
sed ; for ever plotting, planning somethitig for 
the happiness of others; if the calendai^be true, 
such was the father. Reader, call you this what 
you may, it is breed* ^ 



The Fortune Teller. 

9 

■• 

I BEG pardon of the reader for travelling off 
from the road : I have only been a little out of the 
way, as far as Schenec|ady. I had my motive, 
however, in this excursion : it was to see the per- 
son of whom I caught a glimpse yesterday, in 
whose features, upon more reflection, I was confi- 
dent I was not mistaken. Hearing upon inquiry 
at Albany, that she had taken this route, I could 
not give up the pleasure of seeing an old acquain- 
tance, of rather a singular character. Upon step- 
ping into the inn at Schenectady, she immediately 
recognised me, and in the course of our conversa-, 
tion informed me, without any injunction of se- 
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crfiliv that she had just then landed in America, 
having left London about two months before, and 
that she was on her way to Canada, for the pur- 
pose of settling an estate of a brother, who had 
died there some years previously, having left 
her a property which made her quite independent. 
The trouble and expense of a fifteen miles' jaunt 
is well repaid by the pleasure of seeing an old and 
.early acquaintance, one's countrywoman. There 
are fmculiarities about her history, which may 
^ossMy amuse the reader. 

She #as born in . street, London, of poor 

parents, like myself: povlrty there and here, how- 
ever, are two very difierent things. As a child, 
those who knew her, said she was distinguished 
by her peculiar sagacity. At ten years of age, 
"'she was placed in the family of a barber. Being 
a bright, clear-minded, chattering thing, his cus- 
tomers took much notice of her, whenever she 
came into the room. He was a kind of Fortune- 
teller f^ not that he made money by the trade, but 
used, after the custom work of the day was over, 
to get out his cards, and always had a number of 
loiterers about him at that hour, who were amused 
by being let into the supposed knowledge of their 
fttlure history. She was often an observer upon 
such occasions, and did not fail to remark, that 
many of those whose fortunes were told, used to 
frequent the shop again and again for similar pur- 
poses. At length, after a few years, whenever the 
barber was irom home, she tried her own hand at 
the cards, and found that she made the idle people 

9 
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who came to the shop, wonder and stare at^gipi 
she told them. At the age of sixteen, as she was 
beautiful, and attractive too, for one in her con* 
dition of life, she caught the notice of a young 
man in the neighbourhood, of good connexions, 
and considerable property. He was unprincipled 
and dissipated, and pursued her with no honoura- 
ble views. Perceivjng however, at last, that his 
object could not otherwise be accomplished, he 
consented to a clandestine marriage. It was in 
these circumstances, as his wife, that she became 
acquainted with many persons far above tier own 
rank ; indeed she was introduced into the society 
of those, who in a measure formed her mind and 
manners to a standard very superior to her subse- 
quent occupation. He having rup a course of 
great profligacy for three years, died at the expi-' 
ration of that time in a jail, leaving her entirely 
destitute, with the burthen of two children. She 
immediately cast about for some employment, 
upon which she could rely for her own and their 
support ; and at length established herself in a 
fruit shop, in the neighbourhood of her old friend, 
the barber. Many of the persons who frequented 
that shop, and had formerly known her, used to 
call at hers for fruit. Among others, some mates 
of vessels, and sailors, who asked her if she now 
ever tried her hand at the cards ; and said that 
she could once tell a sailor*s fortune as well as the 
barber himself. This seemed a lucky hint : in a 
state of desperation at the poverty which stared 
lier in the face, she pursued it ; and. at the end of 
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time, begdn to ask and receive small sams 
for lier skill in this wtiy. 

In fine, she set up the trade to get a living. 
There are arts in every trade ; and as I knew her 
well in early life, she never disguised from me the 
manner by which she established her influence 
over the ignorant, credulous, and superstitious 
creatures i^ho resorted to her. 

About the time that she commenced the busi- 
ness, a captain of a ship in the sealing trade, hav- 
ing heard that his sailors were fools enough to 
throw away their money upon her, went to her 
house, treated her iyery^ill, calling her hag and 
impostor, and swearing that if she did not bar her 
doors, he would pull her house about her ears. 
She, in resentment, told him that his own house 
^ would fall first, and that he need never expect to 
see his ship lie alongside the London Dock again. 
It turned out, that neither ship nor crew were heard 
from aAer they left the Channel. This proved a 
shower of gold in her lap. 

Being keen and sagacious, she had acquired a 
wonderful talent in ascertaining the relationship of 
persons, from their voice ; and told me, that she 
took the idea from a blind man, whose brother 
was building a house in her neighbourhood ; and 
who, when the masons had laid the foundation, 
upon passing that way, and running his hand along 
the wall from one extremity to the other, declared 
that it was not plumb , which upon measurement 
so turned out. Now she determined in her own 
mind, that if the touch could be so accurate, the 
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hearing, as one of the senses, could be giWBy 
improved too. One of the' first and most com- 
mon questions asked her was, where there were 
two or more persons in company, what relation- 
ship existed between them f 

Two young men of very decent appearance, one 
day came into her room ; her back was so turned 
that she caught a glimpse of the countenance of 
one of them only. This, they could not but ob- 
serve. Both made some observations about hav- 
ing their fortunes told, and luckily for her, asked 
whether ihey were brothers, *' Certainly not," 
was the answer. " Their voices were so totally 
unlike," said she, *' that I was very sure they 
were not brothers J*^ This too, proved a lucky hit, 
for every hit told ; but when there was a miss, no- 
body took the trouble to say much about it ; for 
the knowing ones were certain that there was 
not much in that. She informed these young 
men, that they were going abroad, by water, and 
to some islands lying to the westward. 

The witchcraft of this was plain : she kept a 
little girl then about six years of age, but who was 
dwarfish, and from her size appeared a mere in- 
fant, and whom, from that circumstance, no one 
would suspect. This child, when the bell rang at 
the street door, which led up a long passage, was 
employed to open it, and took care to hear and 
report every word that was dropped. One of the 
young men said to the other in a low voice, which 
the child heard, ^' Now let us see if she can tell 
that we are going to the West Indies," The child 



4 TH£ book-merchant's T0UR« 101 

^I^UkJ^s went first into the apartment of her mis^^ 
tress, shutting the door after her, under pretence 
of seeing whethi^r the visitors could be admitted. 
In this case, as usual, she repeated as quick as 
tongue could move, what she had heard. 

Among other happy strokes of early fortune, 
the mistress informed one of these young men, 
that he would die fir$U So it happened. He 
went to the West Indies, was employed there in a 
hard service, came home in a consumption, and 
soon after died. The survivor, after this event, 
went to her one day, and said that he did not be- 
lieve a word in her telling fortunes, but that what 
she had said, was indeed a little surprising. Be- 
sides, he informed her, that his friend, upon his 
death-bed, had mentioned the circumstance of her 
prediction, and though he treated the matter light- 
ly, it seemed to prey upon his spirits. " Oh," said 
she, '' I knew, from the beginning, that the nail 
was clenched upon both of them ; for the whole 
story having got abroad, as they were decent 
young men, brought many of their rank to my 
house." 

I have already mentioned, that circumstances 
early in life, often brought us together, and pro- 
duced an intimacy ; so much so, that I never he- 
sitated afterwards to talk freely with her about her 
business, and often expressed my surprise, that she 
was able to make such large sums of money, 
(which I knew to be the fact) by her trade. 

" You need not be surprised," said she, "if you 
think of the sort of people that come to my house 

9* 
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— sailors, gamesters, those who dipped in the lot* 
teries, indeed the ignorant and superstitions of 
every class, of which there are enough, let me tell 
you ; you may blow the whole of them into blad- 
ders or soap-bubbles ; they have paid my rent, 
kept my fires, bought my groceries, clothed my 
children, and paid untold guineas to those needy 
relations of mine, whom you knew, these twenty 
years." 

In the course of our conversation at the inn in 
Schenectady, " Well," said she, " I suppose you 
have none of my sisterhood in this enlightened 
country." " Pardon me," I replied, " there are 
those who belong to the same family. ^^ '' It is a 
pity, it is a pity," said she ; ^' for in this way the 
poor ignorant creatures are sent upon fool's er- 
rands, and robbed of their money. In my mdst 
prosperous days, I oflen thought that mine was a 
bad business ; but I went on, because in my then 
situation it seemed necessary for me ; as many 
others do, with a thorn often sticking in my side. 
But I have done good too, and that is a happiness 
now ; I have been kind to my relations, and even 
in the way of my business, good has sometimes 
come out of it ; and to show you that such has 
been the case, I will tell you a story. 

" There are some great villains, who fear nei- 
ther God MOT man ; if you threaten them with 
Newgate, why, they have seen it and know what 
it is ; Botany Bay too they have heard of j that 
they can bear ; and if worst comes to worst, a 
baiter around their necks, they have oflen seen a 
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halter about the necks of other men ; but if you 
show them a raw head and bloody bonesj on the 
back of the jack of clubs, they know not at what 
hour of the night he will knock at the door for 
them ; their journey may prove worse than to the 
gallows. 

'' There was a young man born in my neigh- 
bourhood, whom I knew as a child ; cruelty seem- 
ed as natural to him as the warts on his hands. 
It was said, .ihat his father was hanged for killing, 
by hard treatment, an apprentice boy. The son, 
at eight years of age, manifested similar disposi- 
tions ; and I remember when he was once detected 
in killing a whole brood of young chickens, by 
bruising their heads to a jelly between two stones; 
and that being called to an account for it, said, 
' that he only wanted chicken soup for breakfast.' 
At the age of sixteen, he left home ; not being 
heard from, for many years, it was reported that 
he was lost at sea, as it was known that he had 
gone out to India, in a merchant-ship. At the 
expiration of eight years, however, be made his 
appearance ; and at the period of which I speak, 
lived with an uncle, of whom he had the principal 
care. The old man, having been a miser, had 
saved a good deal of money ; and it was reported, 
that five hundred pounds in gold were secreted in 
his house. The young man having iaaproved in 
his appearance, upon his return got into the good 
graces of his uncle, who in a fit of caprice burnt 
bis will, which had been made in favour of nume- 
rous relations, and bequeathed all his property to 
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the nephew. This put him in high spirits ; he 
use4 often to come over and chat with me, and 
wailHdways gay aajf happy. 

'* At length I perceived a change in his counte- 
nance, and one day, while conver^g about the 
old man and his own prospects, he muttered out, 
^ D — n the old fool, he has as many minds as 
guineas ; he means to alter his will.' After this, 
I observed that he was much alone, silent and 
ill-tempered. One morning he came into my 
house, his head uncombed, his eyes staring, took 
a rusty nail from his pocket, and looked at it again 
and again. I saw that some devil was preying 
upon his vitals, and was confirmed in my suspi- 
cions, when he informed me, that their Mary, a 
girl who had charge of his uncle's domestic af- 
fairs, was unwell, and that he had advised her to 
go a few miles into the country for her health. 
Upon this I took up the cards and said carelessly, 
' 1 had a dream about you last night.' ^ Well, 
what was itf said he, 'your head is always wool- 
gathering.' ' I dreamed that I was in your cham- 
ber ; that you was fast msleep ; when suddenly a 
large white figure descended from the wall, with a 
bright lamp in one hand, and in the other a beau- 
tiful book opened, upon a fair clean page of 
which there was the picture of a large iron spike, 
with drops igf blood trickling from it upon the pa- 
per ; that you, groaning deeply in your sleep, 
suddenly awoke, when the figure instantly disap-^ 
peared.' I saw that he looked wild, and trembled. 
* D — n your idle dreams,' said he, and instantly 
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left the room, and, from that day to this, I have 
never iseen him, nor heard of Bliic I never doubt- 
ed, however, that he had resoTml upon takinglfce 
old man's life, nor that my pretended dream, with 
perhaps other favourable circumstances co-opera- 
ting, saved it." 

The time had now arrived for the closing of 
our interview, but before we parted, I remarked to 
her^— " That as I had informed her that there 
were those of her sisterhood here, that is, those of 
the same great and universal family, though differ- 
ing a little in ways, modes, and'dress, I would give 
her for her perusal, a Lake Legend^ which a lady 
at Albany, a friend of mine, had presented to me 
as a true story ; assuring me, that it was no fur- 
ther sublimated, than any matter of fact might be 
supposed to be, which had been subjected to the 
heat of a vtoman^s imagination ; and that having 
two copies of it, one was at her service." She 
made her acknowledgments for this trifling fa- 
vour, and upon that we parted. As this Lake 
Legend may possibly amuse the reader, I here 
present it to^him also. * 
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7V^0M^ ^Ckamplain. 

See in the east the rosy mom *<• » 

Rebukes our idle stay ! 
SoQod, sound my lads, the signal horn, * 

Your ponderous engines play. 



A FINE summer morning, heigbtenmg all the 
beauties of Champlain, added another stimulus to 
the merry note of the captain, as he reminded his 
crew that the hour of departure "had arrived. In 
^ the midst of his orders his attention was solicited 
by an old woman, whose age and miseraUe ap- 
pearance would have excited no, other emotion 
than compassion, had it not been, that from under 
a, bonnet which imperfectly covered her disorder- 
ed cap and grisly locks, a pair of sunken, but 
piercing eyes, emitted a glance of such a charac- 
ter as to create a stronger and les^ amiable feel- 
ing. Affecting an air of carelessness, she accost- 
ed him with ^' Well, captain, I am going to St. 
John's with you, but I shall not pay my passage." 

" Indeed, old motheH*' replied he, " we don't 
take passengers on those terms ; that would be but 
a losing concern, you know." 

With a lowering brow and muttering something 
about " more than he deserved already," she turn- 
ed round, and was soon lost in the crowd ; while 
the captain, in the bustle of getting under way, 
forgot both her and her application. The usual 
confusion prevailed. Some who had lingered^ to 
the last moment with their parting friends, had 
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» scarce time to bestow their tearful benediction, 
and in the hurrying crj^ofi^ll^yiire! shore!" lost 
tbi( poiglllint sense of separa4flp» Others, i4i|^ 
^ liiibds, intent only on the commissions with itt/kh 
*ihey had burthened the travellers, vociferated with 
* increased eagerness their injunctions albout *' Mon- 
^ treal mocasins,'' " bark-work," ** nun's work,** 
&;c. &c. attaching an importance to these trifles, 
that appeared to be graduated lather by the trou- 
ble it should cost to procure them, than by any 
rare beauty or ingenuity in the articles ; while 
those whom no ol^ect but idle curiosity had at- 
tracted^ to the scene, were only interested to secure 
their retreat. These, as they turned to behold 
the gay groupe assembled on the deck, occupied 
themselves with observations on the passengers. 
" There they go," cried one, " as fine a boat full 
as the lake ever bore ! I am sure the captain's 
pockets must be well lined if he very often makes 
such trips as this." ''Yes," replied another, with 
a countenance and tone expressive of no friendly 
feelings to the individual who was the subject of 
the remark ; '' yes, you mty say so — our schooners 
had no |uch good luck. It seems as if the peo- 
ple were mad after these steam-boats ! If they 
only took their share, it would do ; but we lads 
don't get enough to keep us in tobacco ; and on 
tHe waters of our own lake too ! sink 'em !" 

As he was thus pouring forth his inefiectual 
spleen, his neighbour, jogging his arm, said, in a 
somewhat subdued tone, 

*' i *a« gSjfifflv do you know that thetfve a new 
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Enginur aboard^ in the place of that York lad ? 
I guess he*ll ke^tks shifts way for themJ*^ 

Here their voUtt sunk into indistinct whis- 
pers, entirely overpowered by Uhe noisy remarks, 
of two or three Whitehall lasses, who were specu"4 
lating on a ilir lady leaning on the protecting arflci- 
of a gentleman. 

<* What a pretty creature she is," said one|..^^ 
wonder who she i|^ !" 

<< I can tell you," replied one of her compa- 
nions, with a self-complacent and knowing air 
which revealed the indefatigable chamber-maid of 
the Whitehall hotel ; of whom it was the Cimmon 
remark that no traveller ha4 Arer entered the 
house, whose name, and lineage, character, pro- 
fession, and destination, had not been unravelled 
by this damsel ; ' I can tell you ;^ her name is 
Mrs. Lawrence : she hai been married just six 
weeks, and that's her husband. She was bom in 
Philadelphia, but she lives in New-Yorib Her 
husband's father is a great merchant there, and he 
is rich enough himself to go travelling all over 
the country. They are going to Montreal, Que- 
bec, be. be." and she ran on with a detail minute 
enough to weary any, but the identical persons 
who composed her audience ; and whose ill con- 
cealed envy, of the numerous opportunities of in- 
formation which she enjoyed in the eligible situa- 
tion of chamber-maid of the Bald Eagle, gave 
increased zest to the pleasure with which she con- 
templated that distinguished period of her life. 

" And what, Lois," asked t thir4" takes that 
strange old woman on board the J|(H|^ ^ 






lioUi who knew instinctively the little arts by 
which MQall minds maintain-ilurir influence over 
those still smalleri concealeS/ber real ignorance 
of the stranger's designs, by shaking her head, ^ 

*and making with her finger a sign of cau- 
tion. The girls restrained, thougK' very unwil- 
Unglj^ their stimulated curiosity; for they had 
%ai)lBd Ihat whenever Lois shook her head, there 
was nothing more to be ob|^ed from her; 
while as she never failed, whateVer might be the 
^ttt, to remind tbem of the ambiguous gesture ; 
this little artifice, the mere, refiige of her igno- 
rance/pierved to confirm her oracular pretensions* 
In the meantima the vessel w^s pursuing her 
course through the narrow passage of the lake, 
strangely denominated South Bay; and while 
to the eye of superstition, the smoke that issued 
from her bowels, the wheels which appeared like 
immense ?eet to paw the deep, and the incessant 
noise oi the machinery, would have pictured ''« 
dragon of the wave !" she presented to the in« 
telligent observer one of the noblest triumphs of 
science. To no one was she. more an object of 
admiration than to Mrs. Lawrence, the. lady who 
had so exercised the inquisitorial genius of Lois 
Hubbell; nor was this lady's taste less gratified as * 
her eye surveyed the elegant accommodations of 

- the spacious cabin. Delighted with the attainments 
of American ingenuity, she felt an individual 
pride in this moving palace, floating on the dis- 
tant waters of Champlain, which, but a few years 
since, su^ah^ only the simple canoe of the wild 

^^\ * la 
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Indian. From the boat itself ber mind turned to 
her fellow-travellersi the number and appearanee*, 
of whom gave another proof the advance of 
f her country. For though some, like herself, 
were among those children of affluence, who, in ^ 
every land, can indulge their taste and their curio- 
sity, the majority was evidently from that class, 
which, elsewhere, is seldom released firom' the' 
drudgery of their shops and their tiijsdes, and 
whose minds, like their bodies, are confined to the 
little space within which they exercise their seve- 
ral callings. But here every body travels ; and 
though one consequence of this is, that now and 
then a solitary remnant of decaying aristocracy 
is annoyed by the unceremonious approach of 
those, who, in the days of our colonial etiquette, 
would not have presumed to pass the outer court, 
yet a liberal and benevoleift mind must delight in 
the spectacle of a whole people going forth in 
quest of knowledge and happiness ; unrestrained 
by any monopolies, either of wealtli, rank, or 
steam-boat navigation. On the present occasion, 
Mrs. Lawrence escaped all annoyance of this na- 
j, ture, except that as she adjusted her hair, after re- 
moving h^r hat, a smartly dressed young woman 
requested the loan of her comb, for the same pur- 
pose ; and another seating herself by her sidie, 
familiarly took up a book, with which she had 
provided herself; but on discovering that it was 
not English, returned it, avoiding however, with 
American shrewdness and self-possession, all corn** 
ment or inquiry, which could' make it appear ify 



THE BOOK^MBBCH 



liP^TOITp. Ill 



* 



tbere was wny language with which she was unac- 
quainted. 4P 

Mrsi Lawrence having cast a speculating glance 
at her companions, opened her book, and was soon ^J| 
absorbed in its contents. While thus engaged, 
she did not perceive that she was, herself, the ob* 
ject of attention. An inquiry as to the hour of 
the day, in a vofce of very peculiar intonation, 
fell on httr ear ; but, unconscious that it was ad- 
dressed to herself, she continued her employment, 
when the following words, in the same voice, now 
tremulous from rising anger, arrested her atten- 
tion. 

" Are you too proud to reply to my civil ques- 
tion ?" 

Turning round, she ascertained that they were 
directed to herself, by a female, who had hitherto 
been concealed in the corner of the cabin, by the 
drapery of one of the births, which, escaping from 
its confinement, had fallen so as to screen her. 
Her countenance once seen, was not easily forgot- 
ten. Her eyes, where the fire of youth appeared 
to be supplied with no holy flame, sent forth their 
scrutiny beneath brows, arched vipon a forehead 
of more than common character ; her features 
were strongly marked, and a powerful intellect 
still illuminated them ; but it was a light that only 
served to make more visible, the malignant pas- 
sions inscribed there. Her hair, gray and neg- 
lected, strayed on either side of her face, and 
added nothing reverend to her countenance. Her 
Itatnre, not above the middle height, seemed pur- 
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^ • posely bent and contracted, as if to add to the sui^ 
H^ gularity of her appearance ; for when excited to 
natural action, erect and vigorous, she appeared 
^1^ to dilate beyond the ordinary size. Her cloth- 
^^ ingi amidst a general aspect of poverty, showed 
some indications of better days ; but these were 
rather betrayed, than displayed ; while the wearer 
seemed studiously to exhibit whatever could ren- 
der her revolting, and even terrific. 

Mrs. Lawrence, who felt alarmed she scarcely 
knew why, instinctively drew forth her watch to 
satisfy the inquiry. 

" Think you," cried the old woman, " that I 
need the aid of that glittering bauble to trace for 
me the march of the sun in the heavens ?" 

*' I thought," answered Mrs. Lawrence, "that 
you — " 

*' I did it but to try you," interrupted her angry 
respondent, '* and find, as ever, the fairer the face 
tlie fouler the heart ! Look at. me, vain one," 
continued she, '* Expect you to count as many 
hours as I have, because your golden trinket can 
record them ? Alike perishable are you both ! 
But that tiny hand shall move, when yours is still ; 
those burnished wheels shall revolve, when your 
life-current has ceased to circulate ; the spring 
of that machine shall retain all its activity, when 
your heart no Idnger beats ; and its radiant dia- 
mond shall sparkle, when your bright eyes shall 
iiave banqueted the worm !" 

Astonished at the language, as much as she was 
before struck with the appearance of the woman, 
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Mrs. Lawrence was hesitating for a reply, when Jf 
lier husband's voice, inviting her to the deck, she 
ascended the stairs to meet him. Her connte- ^^ 
nance exhibiting traces of the emotions she had ^^ 
jiist experienced, led to an explanation., 

" She is probably insane," he remarked, '* and 
I'll see that you are no longer subjected to this 
disturbance.'' And^n applying to the captain, 
he pronounced her " an impertinent hag, who 
designed to cheat him out of his fare," and, order- 
ing her on deck, issued his commands for putting 
her ashore. 

She soon made her appearance, following unre- 
sistingly the man who had been despatched for her. 

" Ah ! old lady," said the captain, (as he recog- 
nised the same woman who had so unceremoni- 
ously announced her intention of going with him 
to St. John's) '* we shall make your voyage short- 
er than you expect" 

" Have a care of thine own voyage, presump- 
tuous mortal," replied she : then throwing back her 
cloak, which had till then in part concealed her 
person, and extending her right arm, which, with- 
ered and livid, appeared the spoil of the tomb : 
<< Think not," she exclaimed, '^ that this arm is 
powerless : not exhausting years have drained its 
juices, or contracted its muscles, but deeds, from 
which the quivering flesh shrinks,^ and the blood 
retreats to its fountain !" 

" Such flashy talk will not avail with us, goody," 
replied the captain. <Mf I had doubted before, 
whether it were best to get rid of you, I should 

IX)* 
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'^ certaioly hesitate ho longer aft^ saoh fiae speech- 
iCyiog* Jed," cried he to a man at some distance^ 
A, " let down the boat." 

^ The old woman wrapped her doak about ber, 
and contemplated) with apparent indifference, the 
preparations for her departure* When all was 
ready, Jed stepped forward, and presenting his 
hand to assist her ; '' Old madam," said he, turn- 
ing his quid, " give us your left hand, if you 
please." 

Without accepting his offered arm, she de* 
scended to the boat — the oars dipped in the, wave, 
and the rippling of the water at its bow, announ- 
ced its progress ; when stretching forth her with- 
ered limb, and raising her eyes, she pronounced 
some unintelligible words. Instantly a crash among 
tL^ the machinery was heard, and the motion of the 
djSP vessel was evidently obstructed. On a signal 
from the captain, the little boat put back, and the 
men jumped on board to contribute their assist- 
ance in repairing the mischief. It was found to be 
slight, and io a short time Jed and his companion 
were directed to return to their office of esquires 
# to the old lady. 

" It's d n'd queer," said Jed, " that that old 

^tump should stop our engine." 

The captain either affected not to perceive, or 
did not, that there was any connexion between the 
action of the woman, and the interruption of bis 
vessel. " Make haste, lads," said he, " we must 
iose as little time as possible." 

The old woman, darling a look of malignant 
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meaniBg at tbe ciqptain, said slowly bat empbatU "^.^ 
cailyf M Mak«^ haste, my lads ! Do my biddingj ye 
spirits that await my word !" and again extending 
faernnsightly arm, and again repeating ber incan- 
tations, onee more the stately vessel, as if control- 
led by unseen bands, was arrested in 'its progress. 
The captain, with a slight alteration in his coun- 
tenance and voic^, but endeavouring to conceal it 
by an affected displeasure, and directing it against 
the engineer, exclaimed, ** What the d — 1 are you 
about there ? Yon better understand your business 
before you undertake to direct my boat." 

" His business I" retorted the old woman ; " It is 
but to obey where be cannot control." 

Astonishment, not unmixed with fear, sat on 
every face. Jed, without waiting for orders, again 
brought the little boat alongside; and glad to 
leave his fearful companion, hastened to ascertain 
the cause of this second interruption. 

After a short delay the machine was again in or- 
der, and Jed resumed his oft vacated seat^ not 
without secretly wishing that the old witch was 
where he had no doubt she properly belonged. 
And now again tbe little bark skims the wave, 
and the Phoenix, as if rejoichig to be released from 
her strange thraldom, pursues her course trium- 
phantly ! For a few moments all went well, and 
the captain began to congratulate those who were 
gathered around him, upon the prospect of deli- 
verance from any farther trouble, when their in- 
comprehensible tormentor rising, throwing back 
her cloak, again stretching forth her instrument of 
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miscbiefi and elevating ber voice so as to bedis* 
tinctly heard by the astonished and affrighted pas- 
sengers, exclaimed, <* Tempt ye thus my power? 
behold how I sign your destruction ! how I inscribe 
on the viewless air the reward of your folly !" and 
making several movements with her shriyelled fin- 
gers, as if tracing a sentence, which she at the 
same time pronounced in a language utterly 
unintelligible, the vessel was suddenly impeded, 
while, together with a crash of iron, was heard a 
shriek, which appeared to proceed from the quar- 
ter occupied by the engineer. Thither they has- 
tened, and found him prostrate, groaning' with 
pain. Upon examination they discovered that his 
shoulder was dislocated and his firm broken. The 
utmost confusion and consternation prevailed. The 
captain, though a man of resolute temper, was 
nevertheless, not proof against unearthly terrors, 
which indeed his early associations rather fitted 
him for the influence of. His changing colour 
and uncertain movements for some moments be- 
trayed his agitation; but his natural manliness 
at length getting the better of his superstitious 
fears, he turned with a rallying air to bis men^ ex- 
claiming, ^' Shame to us boys! if we suflfer that hag 
to fool us out of our passage." Then observing 
that Jed, as usual, was veering about, he hallooed 
to him in a tone in which terror and passion were 
ludicrously mingled, " I tell you, Jed, if you bring 
that cursed creature on board again, I'll sink you 
both ; put her ashore, I tell you, at your peril !" 

Obedient to his orders, the little boat continued its 
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course tawards the land, but its strange occupant 
had liot j^et exhausted her indication. Elevating 
her voice to a key nearly super-human, she thus 
addressed the captain : 

** Thiok'at thou by mortal force to bind 
Powers of magic ! Powers of mind ? 
The present, that is aU that% thine, 
The comrngfiOure all is mine. 
But briefer space than that shall do 
To make a fool his folly rue. 
Three annual circuits of the sun 
Shall see my work of yengeance done. 
And then, when all your glory's o'er. 
Ashes, where beauty was before : 
When raging flames their part complete, 
And Death prepares his winding sh«et, 
When woes you count, ofie, two, add three, 
Then, then, rash man, remember me !" 

The last words, mingling with the gale, seemed 
like the voice of the spirit of the air. The boat 
touched the shord ; and the old woman, folding her 
mantle around her, and stepping forth, was soon 
lost in the shades of the forest that extended nearly 
to the margin of the water ; while Jed, leaving the 
boat in the guardianship of his companion, set 
about a secret commission, with which the cap* 
tain, in the terrors excited by the second interrup- 
tion of his vessel, had entrusted him, and which 
was no other than to obtain from a blacksmith^ at 
least seven miles in the country, a certain piece of 
iron^ that he deemed an effectual barrier to any 
future diabolical attempts, but which I forbear to 
mention, lest a resort to so vulgar a talisman should 
destroy the whole effect of my lake legend. 
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Whatever precautions, however, the eaptain had 
recourse to, a mysterious connexion appeared to 
subsist between this strange being and some im- 
portant events of bis life. That year the magnifi- 
cent Phoenix, on board which this incident occur- 
red, was destroyed by fire, the passengers scarce- 
ly esdilping with their lives. The next year a fine 
boat on the stocks, nearly completed, met with the 
same fate, and the whole bitterness of the de- 
nunciation was fulfilled in the death of a very fa- 
vourite child. After the expiration of the three 
years, the term allotted by the old woman for the 
accomplishment of her vengeance, she again ap- 
peared, and demanded a passage gratis on board 
the new boat, the Congress, The captain, recog- 
nising her instantly, hesitated not to comply ; only 
remarking that as the wind was ahead, he hoped 
she would give them a fair one. As if to show at 
once her art and her restored good humour, she 
again waved her apparently powerless handy and 
again uttered her unintelligible jargon. The un- 
friendly breeze retreated^ and in a few hours the 
wind, fast rising from a favourable quarter, and 
the waves, rapidly returning upon the boat's wake, 
proved to the already excited minds of the captaun 
and his crew, the mysterious influence of the Wiieh 
of Champlain. 

It is said, that the imagination of the captaiti of 
the Phoenix, whose great respectability invariably 
procured him the good will of his passengers, has 
not yet entirely recovered from the terrors, as8(>- 
triated with the memory of this extraordinary old 
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womaQ, notirhhstandrng the fact . ths^t some dis- 
closures, arising from a rupture between old asso- 
ciates in guilt, and which took place shortly after 
the events above related, verified a conjecture which 
was formed at the time, that the disasters men- 
tioned were produced through the agency^ one 
of the hands. This man, whose arts of ligiMrde- 
main were not superior to those of common con- 
jurors, had continued to conceal from observation 
the means by which he occasioned the injury done 
to the machinery. It is necessary to add, that he 
and the witch were old acquaintances, and that 
there was a secret understanding between them. 
Their friendship is said to have subsisted until 
their malice was exhausted, by tlie last of the two 
fires above mentioned, which were both set by his 
band. 



The reader will recollect that I parted with my 
old acquaintance at Schenectady, having there 
taken the stage on my return to Albany; nothing 
arrested my attention till, as I approached the 
Capitol at the latter place, the driver got down 
for a moment to adjust the harness of his horsQn ; 
when a girl stopping, suddenly, opposite a sign- 
post, cried out, (with the palm of one band ex- 
tended, the forefinger of the other beating time to 
her voice upon it) " F, o, r. For, b, e, y, be, — 
Forbey;" upon which I observed, that this was 
the name on the sign; and it immediately occur- 
red to me, that she might be one pf six poor girls, 
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whom I had heard read in Mr. Dale's Lancaster 
School, and who were said to read with more ikitl 
than any other six persons in that city* Now I 
could not help saying to myself, ^^It is like enough, 
that here is a girl who ibay be the mother^of a boy 
that wft make his fortune without the aid of witch- 
craft.^ 



The Canal and Troy. 

From Albany to Troy, you may go by land or 
water. I travelled upon the canal,^ for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether it was filled with the 
waters of the Mohawk, or " the tears of the peo- 
ple," which some gentlemen in the legiislatnre of 
the state of New- York six years since predicted it 
would be, from their apprehension of the enor- 
mous and fruitless expense of that undertaking. 
The waters were dark and muddy, and as a tear 
is a pure bright pearly thing, it was quite plun 
that the prophecy was not verified. As I stepped 
on board of the boat, I saw a man taking ofi* his 
pack, and seating himself on the head of a barrel 
at the bow. He looked like a hardy traveller on 
foot, as his shoes were iron-shod, like those of 
many of my countrymen, when they arrive here. 
Upon looking up and down the ditcK he appeared 
pleased. I was attracted by his countenance, and 
told him that if the barrel was large enough, I 
would take half of it, which he surrendered wtl- 
Hhgly. Now.I must here state, to my distant rea* 
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der, if aoy snefa there should be, that in America, 
travellere^ thoogh strangers, fall into conversation 
about as naturally as two curs fceejp company, af- 
tm* the first salutation is over. That being the 
case, I observed to my companion, ^* that he look- 
ed as well pleased, as though his pack was carried 
by four horses." " 1 am pleased,'' said Sl^ " for 
I was thinking just as you came up, that this was 
my canal ; or that at any rate I was one of the 
company that made and own it, though I have 
never seen a foot of it till lately. I have just re- 
turned from a visit to my friends at the jsastward, 
having gone from Penyan, in the western part of 
this state, where, having worked hard for two 
years, I earned in that time, a good one-horse 
waggon, and horse. My horse getting lame, I 
was obliged to leave him with a cousin at Auburn, 
and I was thinking just as you came up, that 
waggon and horse together, would not pay for 
twenty rods of this canal, and that still I was a 
full partner in the concern." "Yes," said I, " I 
see you have the American blood running in your 
veins : you will have your fingers in every pie : 
it's your own canal : you obtained permission to 
make it, at Lexington and Bennington. I sup- 
pose yon are quite sure too, that it does not be- 
long to the king, nor the king's son, nor the duke 
of Bridgewater, and that it is not filled with the 
tears of the people." 

" Not crying tears," said he, *' but of the other 
kind of tearij I know there are some in it ; for I 

was foolish enough, I could n^ help it, when I 
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first came upon tbe canal, and saw at Auburn^ 
what Mr. Clinton and the people bad been doing." 
A pleasant hour spent on the head of a barrel of- 
ten satisfies the traveller, that he need not go to 
the end of the world to find an agreeable compa- 
nion, and that a man with a pack on his back, 
may hftve better wares to dispose of than many 
imagine. Besides, in America, appearances are 
often uncertain, as is sometimes the sea when you 
approach land : to know the depth you must sound. 
In a; short time we arrived at Troy. This is a fine 
little city, which shows what an enterprising peo- 
ple can do in a free country, who are permitted to 
take care of themselves. 




Commencement of the Tour* JSrfi 



At that hour of the morning, when the cocks 
are satisfied that a bright moon does not deceive 
them, but that the day has actually appeared, I ■ 
took my seat with the coachman, and my depar- mk- 
ture eastward. 

In good weather I prefer this seat ; for on tlie 
eastern routes I have often observed, that the man 
who has the reins is the most knowing and agree- 
able person about the coach, which I attribute to 
the circumstance, that these men are generally 
partners in the establishment. What a blessed 
thing it is to be an owner ! In this country, the 
people have a full share in the canals, roads, col- 
leges, schools, post-coaches, &c. &c. ; but Eu- 



THE BOOK*HERGHANT's TOUR. 123 

rope, poor Europe ! though filled with knowledge 
among the great, is also filled with misery. These 
coachmen are civil, attentive, careful, and gene- 
rally put you down with as many whole bones as 
you had upon entering the coach. I say I took 
my seat to iTB\el eastward ; towards ^tmt land 
where, in the year one thousand six hundred and 
ninety-two, in the good county of Essex, Massa- 
chusetts Bay, a presentment was made by a grand 
jury, in the words following, to wit :* 

i* The jurors for our sovereign lord and lady, 
the king aud queen, do present, that George Bur- 
roughs, late of Falmouth, in the province of Mas* 
sachusetts Bay, clerk, the ninth day of May in the 
fourth year of the reign of our sovereign lord and 
' lady, WlltJitip and Mary by the grace. of God, of 
England^ 'i^cotland, and Ireland, king and queen, 
defenders of the faith, be. and divers other days 
and times as well before as after, certain detesta* 
ble arts called witchcraft and sorceries, wickedly 
& and feloniously hath used, practised and exercised, 
at and within the town of Salem, in the county of 
Essex, aforesaid, and upon one Mary Wolcot, of 
Salem village, in the county of Essex, single wo- 
man : by which said wicked arts, the said Mary 
Wolcott on the ninth day of May, in the fourth 
year above said, and divers other days and times, 
as well before as after, was and is tortured and 
tormented against the peace of our sovereign lord 

"^ Hutpbimoi^s History of Jiiassachasetts Bay. 
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and lady the king and queen, and against the form 
of ibe statute in such case made and provided." 
Endorsed ^^ BiUavera,^^ in plain English, ^^ a true 
bill*" Greorge Burroughs was convicted, the evi- 
dence being strong ; for among other circunistan- 
ces, it appeared, that being a little man, he bad 
performed feats beyond the strength of a giant ; 
to wit, had held out a gun of seven feet barrel 
with one hand, and had carried a barrel full of ci- 
der from a canoe to the shore. At his execution* 
he said the Lord's prayer correctly. There were 
then many who thought that he who could do 
diat, must be innocent : nothing, however, could 
save him : off he swung upon the authority of 
those eminent lawyers, whom I have so often 
heard cited by the professional g«:idemen» Keble 
and Dalton ; and what may seem incredible, that 
of the great and good sir Matthew Hale ! I 
beg pardon of the reader for this long digression 
from an account of my tour, but what old coachman 
does not like to hear the crack of a whip f I sell 
so many books which I am obliged to read, or 
rather cream, in order to sell to more advantage, 
that I cannot always forego the pleasure of letting 
the reader know what I know myself. I say I took my 
course eastwardj to that land where the people are 
kind and gentle ; always ready on the road to say 
* good evening, sir,' though the night be dark, 
and the traveller cannot distinguish whether you' 
be black or white, a man or woman ; where an 
Irishman may see what to him is a sight at any 
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lime, that is, a man milking; bot where he cannot 
see another sight familiar to him at home, a man 
knitting ; where the men take care of the cattle 
and the women of the children ; where the ladies 
a^e so much in the habit of patting on their own 
garters, of dressing and undressing .themselves, 
.that I doubt whether there are to be found in all 
that land, one dozen maids who perform these offi- 
ces for their mistresses— where many of the regu- 
lations so essential in the polished society of Eng- 
land, • are disregarded ; so much so, that among 
their water privileges, school privileges, gospel 
privileges, and other numerous privileges, they 
may eat on the same plate roast-beef and boiled 
turnips, without being set down for Hottentots — 
where the men go to church, that is, the tailors, 
shoemakers, 'iftutchers and all, in black and blue 
coats, and plaid cloaks ; the women and girls in 
leghorn hats ; and where also the male population 
appear at the ballot-boxes in the same coats and 
cloaks when they vote for electors who are to choose 
our king, Mr. Adams or General Jackson, oflen 
not forgetting their gloves. This is the happy 
country to which I bent my course. 

The train of my thoughts corresponded with the 
pleasing scene around and before me. My time, 
thus far upon the journey, had been well employ- 
ed : I had seen in New- York what law can effect, 
and that to gape aloud is an American's birth- 
right ; on board the steam-boat had witnessed the 
respect in which these people hold their women, 
and that even a low-bred creature cannot be 
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tbrowfi dverboard for ill AMutners raerdy ; had 
reiiwdray acqaaintance with Lady JUghtfoot> 
and my Loodoa friand ; and mdnle diese happy 
AoQght^were coursing throiigh my immaterial 
flyBtem, as the blood does from the heart to iha 
tips of tte fingers, my revet ie^ if reverie ilcoidd 
be called, was interrupteo 6y the driver, who 
asked, as a man brushy by us on horseback, 
^* Did yon observe that man ?" " Not much,'^ 
said I, ^^I only saw that he had a monstrous 
beard on hb face.-'— ^^ Ob^ yes," saidhe^ ^' he has 
not been shaved these three weeks. — He is an. ac<- 
qoaintance oi mine, and used to be famous for not 
shaving more than once a month. Now, however, 
be shaves about as often as people in general ^ it 
is very uncommon to see him with so long a 
beard." 

'< But you don't mean»" said I, " that people 
shave oftenerthan formerly ?"—-<* As often agaip, 
that is, the people whom I know." — '' Why thatis 
an improvement," said I. — ^^ Yes, our people do 
improve in these things." 

" What else," said I, " have you observed ?" 
" Why," said he, " many things. They don't 
swear as much ; they are not so vulgar ; and I, 
being a stage-driver, witness a kinder treatment 
of horses. A man now, who knocks a horse dowu 
Jn the street, because he wont go, has all the chil- 
dren and women in the neighbourhood upon him 
at once." " Ay," ssud I, " man or horse, the 
club system is the worst." 

" Do you observe,'^ said he, " that off- leader ? 
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lie is the best bone in my tesm, ftMll boirght him 
the dsty ftfterthe owner bad bealeo bim to a jelly 
in rata, in order to force iitm to go quietly on the 
leait * It would not da; tb^ made another trial ; 
iM that moment I came op^ and knowing that the 
Korse had g^d qualities, bought him on the spolv 
I took him out of the harness,- and as I wanted 
him immediately, was resoived^ if possible, that 
be should perform his duty* Now 1 fear that yon 
will tbin'b^ that my dose was as bad as kindling a 
great straw fire under his belly, which I have seen 
practised, but I don't think so, or 1 should not 
have pursued the course I did. After all, I can't 
say that it would answer with any other horsey. 
' for what is one man's meat is another man's 
poison.' But as I was observing, I took the horse 
out of the hantess, tied his head to his tail with a 
strong halter, so that he was obliged to whirl 
round and round and round, till down he fell : I 
than unloosed hicut and tied him again, and so 
the third time, when I put him to the coach, and 
to this day, as I told you, he is the best horse in 
the team ?" 

" But," said I, "how could your whirl-a-gig 
have produced such a change in him ?" — " I can't 
tell ; it seemed to break the chain of his ideas; and 
perhaps a horse has more sense than we sup- 
pose ; and he might have thought, that I made 
him cut a more ridiculous figure than ever horse 
did. Neither man nor woman likes to be laughed 
at, and it may be the same thing with a horse. 

<^ I know a man who was a great drunkard, 
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tbougfa very decent in every other particular. He 
used to get drunk at a neighbouring tavern, and, 
unlike most drunkards, go home at ten o'c1oc|l at 
night, in very good humour. The first thing he 
did was to sweep the floor, and then pour wat^ 
on the hearth and mop it up. It happened that 
one night, at the accustomed hour, he came home 
sober, and as he passed the window of his kitchen, 
he saw his two negroes, reeling and staggering about 
the room, one with a broom in his hand, the other 
with a mop. He stared a moment ; but the joke 
made him so contemptible i^ his own eyes, that it 
seemed wholly to break the chain of his ideas, and 
he is now a sober man." 

*^ As," said I, '' you have changed your dis-: 
course from horse to man, which, after all, is the 
more valuable animal of the two, what shall we 
do with the drunkards in this country f" 

^' Oh," said he, " I know not, unless we bury 
all the dead ones under water-spouts, that the live 
ones may see what they are coming too ; for there 
is nothing they hate so much as water.^^ 



Hooaack Mountain. 

Finding that the coachman was an agreeable 
person, and that I was in good society, we travel- 
led during the morning pleasantly, and at length 
commenced the ascent of Hoosack Mountain. The 
roads were bad after heavy rains, and we moved 
slowly and with difficulty ; at length, when we 
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had aceomplkfaed bdf of the aso^iti and bad ar- 
rived at one of the worst parts^ of the road, so 
mucb^o, tb^t the driver wa» obliged to go to the 
rigfat and out of his course ; I observed, on the 
side, what appeared to be a* monumental stone, 
vritb an inscription. The passengers in the coach 
observing the same things called out to the driver 
to stop, and let tbem see what that was. We all 
read as follows — '* Here lies the body of , es* 
cjuire, of , who^ on the day of , in the 
year ; when* driving his loaded waggon, the 
horses taking fright, was thrown under the wheek, 
which passing direcdy over his head, precipitated 
him, m the twinkling of an eye, from time into 
eternity. '' To this were appended some excellent 
obituary lines upon the character of the man, 
which I cannot repeat. 

The coachman observed, drily, though some- 
what in a pet, " that he thought, they had better 
have spared the expense in that way, and put it on 
the road." " Pfo," said I, "^you are wrong; this 
is ^n American sight; you will not see the like of 
this in many of the countries through which I 
have travelled ; where a man who drives a wag* 
gon lives like a dog, is suffered to die like a dog 
in a kennel, in the midst of vermin and filth, and 
when dead, is thrown with his rags into the first 
hole that can be scratched in the ground for him. 
Here is an honest laborious man, who is buried 
with as much respect as any in the land ; but in 
Europe, where war, violence, and murder have 
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familiarized men almost as much to the sight of 
the dead as of the living, a man is worth but little 
more than any other animal, and often not so 
much. Yes, JFeS) this is an American sight, let us 
make much of it ; besides, there are not so many 
of us here. There, a man can hardly turn his 
back to his plate, without fearing that another 
will rob him of his half- icked bones. Only 
think of a country like China, which to be sure I; 
have never seen, but there is no doubt of the fact; 
where a mother can tear her own infant flesh and 
blood from her breast, and throw it into the jaws 
of a shark^and this to save it from misery !" 

The driver seemed to think I was right, for he 
said gently, " I knew the Squire, he was a clever 
man ;" then to his horses, '^ Come, Dobbins, let 
us not mind the road, take away your legs, they 
will mend it, as soon as the hurry of harvest is 
-over." 

Shortly after having ascended Hoosack moun- 
tain, we exchanged horses and coach, and, to my 
regret, our driver also, whom I shook by the hand, 
and bade farewell, having thanked him for much 
of the pleasure of the morning. We were soon on 
the line of Vermont, and it was not long before we 
arrived at Bennington. Here I was informed that 
the gentlemen of the iurfi with the laudable inten- 
tion of improving the breed of men and horses^ had 
introduced at that place, some years before, annual 
races ; but that the legislature, entertaining ^ dif. 
ferent opinion, had forbidden, by law, the continu- 
ance of the sport/ 
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When I commenced the history of these travels, 
I meant injustice to the reader, to adhere to a rule, 
which I know is not inviolably observed by all 
tourists; that is, not to take up noch of his time 
in informing him whether my br^mfast was made 
of hot or cold bread; for I have observed, that 
though a severe anguish in the stomach is very 
interesting to the sufferer, one's friends do not feel 
the pain so severely. But as many curious read- 
ers have an itching to hear every particular in re- 
gard to any odd person, I will fairly tell him that I 
never eat hot bread, bum green woo^ nor have I 
married a young wife ; which three articles toge- 
ther, the French say, make a house a desert ; but 
the lovers of hot rolls, may, if they choose, eat the 
best looking that I ever saw, at Mr. Hill's, a true 
traveller's home, at the foot of the hill in Arling- 
ton, and from Bennington, I think, eighteen miles; 
at which former place I arrived, weary and cover- 
ed with dust, in a gig, at four o'clock in the after- 
noon, having left the stage on account of private 
business. 



Arlington and Mount Holyohe, 

Go where you may in this wide world, dIiic 
people out of ten will, after a slight glance at your 
face, look at your coat and shirt, in order to as- 
certain your rank ; this being the case, and I be- 
ing a lover of good fare as well as others, though 
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the cat at my coat be plain, take care that its ma- 
terial shall be fine, and my dnrt oTHie same qaali- 
ty. I must do justice to my landlord, howei;«ry 
by observing^ jH^ when I arrived at the door, be 
stepped quicUfiip to my chair and asked prompt- 
ly if I would alight, and before he could have re- 
marked either of those circumstances. Whether 
it be fancy or fact, I cannot be quite positive, and 
therefore leave that to the reader ; I imagine how- 
ever already, that I perceive in the Vermont people 
a quicker step than marks my adopted countrymen 
on Long Mand^ on Connecticut river, or on 
any of the &t lands below. If it be so, as all vir- 
tues and vices, whether private or public, may be 
referred to causes, I attribute this characteristic 
difference to the mountainous country which these 
people have chosen for their residence, for there 
are so many hills, and wherevi^ there is one to as- 
cend there must be another to go down, that with 
the waddle of a duck their business would never 
i be accomplished. Therefore it is, that they turn 
tinMl into money, and move quicker than the farm- 
ing people of Northampton, in Massachusetts, one 
of whom I once overtook on the road, as I was 
going with a friend to see Mount Holyoke. 
We were in a chair, and he in an ox cart, and 
when we had arrived at the tail of the cart, he ob- 
served very <?ivilly, as we requested him to stop a 
moment and let us pass, that he was going to turn 
off in a moment, pointing to a road that led over 
those oily meadows Uhtthe right, about eight rods 
ahead. My friend observing, that he never suffered 
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^ tbe gnrsf to grow under his horses' feet," bruidbed 
by tbe mirt^ vad when if had arrived at the diverg- 
^ MP^ ^^ looked back and found ourselves 
abdii|% quarter of a mile in ^jAjff^ } ^ t*^^ i^O" 
ileots more bringing us to torme^ where you 
|Mss the ferry, and where t|e reader (after having 
pardoned this rambling digression) may at certain 
times of wind, llear one. of the finest echoes in the 
United States ; not equal to be sure to that of the 
lake of Kilhmeyi but where the Old Gentleman^ 
standing on tiptoe in the hills, with his 
arm of Mount Holyoke extended on one si< 
Mount Tom on the other, his wide jaws open be^ 
tween them, will, if you say " Paddy Whack 1" 
give it back to you as good as you send. 

But to retdhi to my story ; a true Traveller's 
Home was Mr. Hill's ; I fouftd every thing there 
agreeable ; my ImifUojfd, though evidently able to - 
be above that business, was himself the hostler, and 
in fifteen minutes had, I doubt not, made my horse ^ 
as happy as I was myself, both being clean in that f 
time, and ready for onr provender^ mine proglpg 
excellent, and as I am not governed in eating by 
rules, merely because they prevailed two centuries 
since, I turned my dinner into supper, and took 
cofiee, with which, and the other bounties provid- 
ed, such as are common in this full-fed country^ 
bread, gingerbread, toast, butter, a cold cut of beef, 
virgin honey, cheese, wndptckUs^ allfti^e^ to a hun- 
gry man, I made my repast. My stay at this plea* 
sant house was short, but l^|H>nld not leave its in* 
mates without takings hearty shake-hand fareiv^U 

12 
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^ of the master and mistress, tfaayj^kiiig ^liMfrflOt only 

for the good cheer, but agreealdt fiodiety; for 

,|.^ though money pays for the former. It cannot for 
the latter ; and^ my intercourse witli mao^ind, 
I do not like to9 always on the debtor side. Be- 
sides, I have found a secret in travelling,' which to 
'me greatly enhances its pleasures; and that is, 
that my food digests quicker, and my horse travels 
faster, or I imagine that they do, which is all one, 
when I have taken a little pains, and you need not 
go far out of the way for that, to leave the host and 
bMe^s happier than I found them, in that respect 
remembering a saiying of Louis the fourteentb, 
*' that one cannot do good at every moment, but can 
always say things that please." Shaking hands too. 
In this country, is the fashion : it is oiie of the privi- 
leges. No man is so great of t|{ be allowed to put 
his hand in his pocket, whea jHy^ign of good-fel- 
lowship is profiered. Should %^to so, not another 
hat would be stirred for him in all the land.. This 
^is indeed a fine country, which forces a man to be 
hatpoy whether he will or not, and where almost 
the only privilege not allowed, is that of being s'h 
lent, stiff, proud, and miserable. 



w^ 



On the Road. 



Though not indeed miserable, I here met with 
a pecuniary disappointment which gave me trou- 
ble ; and though I tra^lled in my gig, I might as 
well, as I heretofore advertised the reader; have 
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been kk jl^raeUy ^{ the fish ; for my ears were 
sealed, aiiip^y eyes were closed. Ruminating 
upon my liule troubles^ though my material sys- 
tem .^as carried forward, the sgtiil moved not ; 
and though I do not doubt that 'wfi^t this day pass- 
ed in her journey many of those crystal lak<4 so 
frequent in this mountainous country, which seeni 
as though they were made to enable the beautiful 
woods which surround them, to see their fine faces, 
to dress aqd undress by, as ladies do in a mir- 
ror, still they were unheeded ; ^d though I pass- 
ed many miles, and twice stopped for refiresh- 
ment, I cannot at this moment recollect a single 
circumstance worthy the attention of the reader. In 
this ntoody state I went forward, till observing two 
young men who were employed by the road side, 
I suddenly stopped^my horse, and asked one of 
them the dista nce^ ike top of Manchester moun- 
tain. " Ten mii#, niF, by the steel-yards.^^ I saw 
that he was indulging his humour, and repeated 
the question; when he answered playfully and 
respectfully, " ten miles, sir, exactly." This lit- 
tle incident, trifling as it was, snapped the chain 
of unhappy thoughts, which was coiling about my 
soul, and left her as free and as happy as when she 
took leave of her Arlington friends. What is this 
fine thing, the soul, which came from God and 
will return to him ? that is so easily lifted o|i or 
thrust down by a trifling circumstance like that I 
have mentioned; which a single cup of Mrs Hill's 
coffee will render contented, gay and happy, and 
which at the same time, by an equal measure'of 
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^ pair, where the lights are put ottt--^4|Pp ttfe bells 
P are always tolling — where there ail^MoMikrriages 
but hearses— 410 dresses but those of mourning f 

JEleader, whether thou doit, or dost not, inhabit 
eSdfijrr the hills or the valli^ of that innocent, la- 
'^ jHorious little State, where the waters are so pure, 
and the grass so green, take the advice of a friend, 
and live soberly, " live by the line ;" so that your 
soul, which must live on, may contipue in inno- 
cence, in some fai|ppy region ; where the lights are 
bright, the colours pleasing, the flowers fragrant, 
the breezes healthful, and rendered doubly so by 
the presence of benevolent beings, all in eager 
pursuit of the same objects with thyself. *^ Ten 
miles, exactly," brought me to the summit of Man- 
chester mountain, where a soIi(V iubstantial brick 
bouse invited me to its door* .^ 



The Innkeeper. 

T0£ host appeared ; a pleasing old man, whose 
countenance said right out, " I thank you sir for 
calling." He had on a coat after the fashion of the 
bayonet coats, which skirted the calf of his legs, 
and looked like an heir-lootn^ that had passed 
through the battle of Bennington ; an old* wool 
hat, striped cotton pantaloons, and whom another 
might and actually did taliie for the hostler^ but 
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whom^Sp9t(| knew pretty well the cut of the 

^^^^'^iQflP^^^^P^^' recognised to be the pro- i 
prietdrvpNr tenement. The old gentleman was ,i 
instantly busy about my horse, and, always moved ^ 
upon a dog-trot, like the quick cattle up and 
down these mountain^The landlady next apjMr- 
ed, and inquired what I would have for my ^9^ « 
fast, offering me sausage-meat and fresh trout, t 
closed with the latter article, when a moment after, , 
she r^-appf ared, with the deepest mortification ex- 
pressed in her face, and annoqpced th^t the cat 
had made the same choice, and before me. 

Reader, pardon all these digressions : my tra- 
vels, to be read at all, must be like your country 
stores, a ^ variety shop.' Some like fish, some 
fiesb, some think a pill a sugar-plum; and I||bo 
know you need some wholesome medicine, do de- 
sire, if I can, UMliiiinister it, wrapped up in that 
sweet thing. nfiSHng determined to refresh my 
horse, and spend the day at this inn, I was desirous 
of becoming familiar with its owner and his family, 
and particularly as I have found out in this country, 
that the cut of the coat is not the whole of the man, 
and that there is many a good nut enclosed in a 
rough shell. In the course of the'day, we passed over 
the farm : all was neatness and order. The land- 
lord promised to give me, in the evening, some 
portion of his history. After tea, the old man 
came in, took his pipe, and seated himself for an 
evening's chat. ^^ So," said I, ^^ what induces a 
man like you, living in this brick house, and the 
owner, with all the comforts about it, to" turn 

12* ^ 
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hoidery and wait upon such sort of flifcf as my- 
self?'' J'OW said he» '' that ^ ^jj^r liiie : be- 
sides, on these mountains, we^love work ; aiid I 
Ibottld hang myself on one of my apple-trees, if 
I had nothing to do." ^Pray," said I, ''what 
brought you on these un l bl tains ?" '' Nothing, 
• -Nothing at all, but love and poverty, sir." I am 
a farmer, and so were my father and grandfather 
before me. At twenty-one I fell in love, put a 
handkerchief over my eyes, and jumped into the 
fire ; thfl is, I got married. My father was poor, 
but you know that in this country no man ever 
dreams of starving ; and I was satisfied that some 
how or other, bones would be provided for me 
and my wife to pick. We came on these moun- 
tains, when there were more wolves' than men's 
tracks to be seen : my wife had two cows and ten 
sheep ; our whole stock in trade. I purchased 
upon credit one hundred acres of land, and in 
two years paid for it ; and then I felt like Robin- 
son Crusoe, '' the monarch of all I surveyed." 
Yon know how a young man feels with a young 
wife, an only child, and all things going well. I 
look back upon the time now, and see it all over 
again, but still ^limly. I remember one night| 
that my wife and I were sittinj^ at our log-house 
door, the moon was full and bright, when I amu- 
sed myself in counting the stumps of the trees 
that I had cut down the first season. I don't re- 
member the number now, but Bonaparte never 
was prouder in recounting his battles. While I 
was counting the stumpsj my wife was numbering 
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the star$fm$i ^ot through first ; aad obsecvibg 
that dh^^iifr^^ at one brighter 

thaii t^eiwt f -^^ ob," said I, '* I am sorry I cannot 
reach high enough to get it for you ; there is no- 
thing however, wi^iia Jny grasp, that I will not 
try for." ^' But,'* saflKhe old gentleman, ^* tfus 
is all foolery. I am an old man now, as you sec^ 
I. have nearly eaten ap all my cake, for cake it 
has been, from the moment that my mother filled 
our dinner-box, upon leaving home for these 
mountains, to this period. Things haVe gone 
well with us, and our children too. In one respect, 
I have always strained a point ; that is, in giving 
them the best education in my power, and parti- 
cularly my daughters ; never having forgotten a 
saying, which my father used to repeat to my mo- 
ther, **if you will be a lord, your wife must be 
equal to you.'* 

Two of my sons hav^ already left me ; they are 
both in Ohio. You know that in this country 
they crawl off like the young partridges, with the 
egg-shells on their backs. I have two more^ 
which brings me to the explanation of my residence 
in this brick house. The land which I bought, 
upon coming on the mountains, lies about five 
miles off; it is occupied by the eldest of my two 
sons, now remaining at home; this place I 'in- 
tend for the youngest, as I could not think of let- 
ting all the children leave me, for I know that I 
shall want one' staff before long, and perhaps two* 
You canU have two peas alike; my youngest soi^ 
is different from the rest ; be is a musical fellow, 
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plays on the fiddle, and keeps a spaniel; out of 
the fiddle and the dog he seems to me to get more 
pleasure in one week, than most people do in a life- 
time. The dog's tail, with a kind word now and 
then from the master, keeps pretty good time with 
the fiddle ; and my boy'st mind always keeps time 
with it also, for he is the best tempered fellow in 
the world. I have heard that your fiddlers and 
musical folks are a kind-hearted race, and I sup- 
pose it is, because their souls are always in tune. 
My youngest son shows how things are born with 
us ; for his great-grandmother, for the want of 
any other instrument, played the violin, with her 
bonnet ofi*, in face of the blue laws, (which then 
hung up inside of the church door,) at the dedica- 
tion of our Winchester meeting-house. I have 
heard old people say, if you want to spoil a boy, 
give him a dog, or a fiddle, or a horse ; but that 
depends upon the kind of boy, and the bringing 
up. Mine is as industrious a fellow as I desire ; 
always kept a penny ahead } and after his task was 
done, while his fellows were bestriding a fence, and 
whittling a stick, to see how many times they could 
cut it square and round, before it was cut up, he 
was drawing short and long strokes upon the fid- 
dle, for a new tune. I have mentioned to you my 
two sons who are now in Ohio. A short time be- 
fore they left us, we had a settlement; their mother, 
their two sisters, and younger brothers being pre- 
sent; it was a pretty solemn meeting. I took 
down my account-book, having previously stated 
to them that I should advance to each $1000 up- 



• .^, 



•-. • 



T^ B00K*MSR€HANT'8 TOVB. 141 

on their leading home, as I had for some time been 
making arrangements for this event, and observed 
that . I had charges for advances against both, 
which I could not bnt believe that they, would 
deem reasonable ; that I ^ould however perhaps 
cancel them in whole otr in part, in the final dispo- 
sition of my property, which would dejpend upon 
circumstances, of which I must be the judge. Such, 
for instance, as their future good conduct, as 
whether their sisters remained single or married ; 
for I was determined, after all they had done for 
the prosperity of the family, not to cut them off 
with a shilling; as whether I should be able to g^ve 
their brothers the like sums, and various other cir- 
cumstances, which I might then not be able to 
foresee* The boys stared, looked a little sober^ 
but said nothing ; when I proceeded, and deliver- 
ed to each a copy of the account, after reading the 
original from my book, together with a letter of 
parting advice. As this account and letter were 
no secrets, the old gentleman permitted me to take 
copies, which I here, as follows, present to the 
reader, without the dates, which are not deemed 
important. 
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The Account. 



My tons^irmiam andJokn^ Dr. to the seweral nmt set opposite their rispective 

names t to «U: 



WILLIAM, Dr. 

To my having^ taught him 
to haDgf up his hat in 
one place, from the 
time he was three years 
of age to this date, va- 
lued at, in reference to 
my property, .... ^500 
N. B. — I have taken 
the same pains with my 
son John, but he haying 
been always one of Dr. 
Franklin's tpeckled ax- 
€89 I cannot in con- 

. science charge him 
with the like sum. 

To my senrices in teach- 
ing him to keep his own 
. accounts, beg^nn when 
he was ten years of age, 
and continued till they 
were no longer neces- 
sary. — This service I 

^ estimate moderately at 200 

To sundry instructions in 
the performance of neat 
work, in plowing, hoe- 
ing, &c. , and in the care 
of the barn, stables, &c. 
—Having received my- 
self a great portion of 
the profits arising from 
these services, I only 
charge 15 



JOHN, Dr. 



Carried forward, jJSlS 



To like sum, for like ser-' 
vices ^2Q0 



To like sum, for do. . 



15 



Carried forward, g515 




► V 



THE BOOK-ICBBCHANT's <0UB. 



143 



A' 



r ^ Broughtfonoardi J515 
in several snms advaDc- 
ed for his journeys, the 
first to New-York, the 
second to Burlington, 
the third to Albany, not 
undertaken for my bu- 
siness, but expressly 
for the sake of useful 
observation, such as is 
becoming an American 
citizen, and particular- 
ly a farmer, and so de- 
clared at the time ... 60 
To sundry sums advanced* 
for books, exclusive of 
$chool books il5 

$600 



Broughtfortoard, ^215 






To sundry sums advanced 
for like purposes, in his 
journeys to New- York, 
Boston, and Platts- 
burgh 70 



To do. for do 25 



$310 



THE LETTEB. 



' ■<\. 



" MySonki' 

<< You know that we have long foreseen^ that the 
time would come, when our hive must swarm ; 
and I rejoice now to think, that with as much in- 
dustry as we have heretofore practised, there will 
be honey enough left for the old settlers. In gi- 
ving you my last advice, you will do me the jus- 
tice to say, that it is not the first of the kind ; that 
much of what I noftr here mention, has been in- 
culcated upon you over and over, b'^oth by precept 
and example ; and that I have not run into an er- 
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for too conmioii, of tbinkbg that the proper im 
stroctioDS to a child, can be pot into a parting 
letter. Some great prince has observed, that the 
peoplo-'were his childreo, that God had ^ven 
them to him, and that he was responsible for 
them. This l^ffff in a measure, in regard 4o those 
who have spni^g from my loins. Yon know well 
that both (HI your mother's and my side, for seve- 
ral generations, we have been respectable. We 
have had our ups and downs as well as others, 
but in a great family, (for we are now much scat- 
tered,) I have never known one of all those who 
have left Connecticut river, which I call our home, 
who was compelled by any improper conduct to 
take '^ a crow's journey," that is, never to return 
again. I do not recollect your great-grandfa- 
tfier, but they have often described him to me. 
He resided about the year seventeen hundred and 
fifty-six, at Hatfield, in Massachusetts. That 
country was then much disturbed by the Indians. 
He used to go to church with a lead-headed cane 
in his hand, a gun on his shoulder, and with a 
^ bullet pouch in fi'ont : being a proud man, th^y 
used to say that his gun was of no use ; for that 
he carried his head so high, that he could never 
see an Indian in the bushes. That cane fell to me,^ 
and I shall now give it to William. The gold 
seals, which I presented to you for your silver 
watches, you |^ay not like to vfear ; but the four 
letters on them you cannot make spell any thing 
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' f Ise but home ; a word which I I^ap^ may have a 
charm ia it, to keep you from being burnt; for I 
coiMider every young man who first goes out into 
the worlds as being obliged to go through^a fire. 
You will reipember ^^ that a bad actioti, though 
doiie at night, and in the dark, wlB. appear in the 
light ;" that a good conscience is the best of all 
possessions, and that no fire is so bad, as that 
which consumes a man's own house* Tou have 
been brooght up as American fiirmers, a business 
of which I confess I am proud, and the more so 
the longer I live. An independent farmer looks 
only to the seasons, or, I should rather say, to the 
Author of them ; and is never compelled to bend 
his neck to the man he despises. No, I say ne- 
ver, which I deem to be one of the greatest of 
God's blessings ; because, then a man can act a^ 
he thinks right. To put your conduct and' 
thoughts at the disposal of another, is to build a 
jail, and give him the power of locking you up 
when he chooses. This is like to being in debt, 
for debt and Uavery «ire all one ; and your great- 
grandfather used to say, that he would drink clo- 
ver tea, rather .than run in debt. Our Agricuftu* 
ral Society, you know, has determined to send a 
deputation to Congress as soon as the national 
debt is paid ofT, to thank those, under whose ad- 
ministration it takes place, in the name of the la« 
bourns of America, and I mightsay of the world, 
for the part they shall have taken, in exhibiting 
to mankind the glorious sight of one nation not 

13 
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in chains. I have said ^that you are fanners r* 
labour I consider one of the great American dis-- 
tinctions ; and that one of the principal causes of 
the wickedness of the world, and the bad manage-' 
ment of the affairs of government, has been, that 
there have been so many grown up children al- 
lowed to be idle : indeed generally, these children 
have governed the world. The idea that a la- 
bouring man must be- ignorant, is one of the poor 
notions that is fast departing. . No man, among 
us' at least, any longer desires to get behind a 
stone wall, because he has a hoe in his hand. I 
always told you it would come to this ; but really 
I never expected such great revolutions in my 
time, as I see going on. The common people, as 
we are callec), are as yet, however, badly educated,- 
considering the time and money they have ; that 
is, I think so : for in regard to money, were such 
riches ever known as among us f By that I mean, 
that the common people have the disposal of the 
whole. This word " common," in reference to 
the people, has quite a different sense from what it 
used to have. We do not mean any longer to 
sajT as common as dirt; but as common as 
wheat, and apples, and roses, in our climate ; for 
you know that these common things are in God's 
providence the greatest blessings we possess ; and 
it has always been one of my favourite opinions, 
that the world would not be greatly improved, till 
all were obliged to respect the pure habits that 
belong to the middling classes, whom we have 
made out in onr reading, you know, to have been 
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the most virtuous in «very age. Now as to 
reading and time, there is time enough ; for after 
a hard day's work at the mill, we have paid many 
a visit, without going from the kitchen fire, to 
people who lived 9 hundred years ago. If you 
once get mind into a man, be is not apt to be ti- 
red ; he may want change and amusement, and 
this is just what his mind does want. If he has 
that, though his legs are fatigued, he will forget 
it. When a labouring man is really ignorant, he 
cannot be respected — that is impossible. You 
are going into the world to act two parts, one as 
American citizens, the other as men. You know 
I have been a member of the legislature of Ver- 
mont several times, and really I have seen people 
enough there made kites of. Besides, it is mor- 
tifying to see a man going into the lobbies to get 
another to write, in a fair hand, and with good 
spelling, a motion of three lines. I am not silly 
enough, however, to suppose that every one is to 
be a member of the legislature ; but he can be 
faithful and respectable in the discharge of the 
duties which belong to him as a citizen You 
were young when it happened, though you have 
heard the story. I would now impress it upon 
your minds : indeed I think it would in any other 
state or country, give both a just and high idea 

of our people. of , was 

a respectable man in all particulars, as was 
thought; though he carried politics to a great 
length. The select-men had long suspected him 
of putting into the box more than one vote : at 
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length thejr set a trap, aod actually caught him. 
You know what followed ; these were the last votes 
be ever gave. Mortification and grief in being 
thus exposed, and losing his character, in eigb* 
teen months carried him to the grave.* 

" Thus far I have not mentioned to you rdigion 
by name, nor was that necessary ; for in my dis* 
courses with you, you know we have long consi- 
dered this as lying at the foundation of the whole. 
Therefore, whenever I enjoin any duty upon you, 
I always mean that religion required it. I will 
say but little more. I cannot but hope, should 
you determine to settle near each other, that as 
brothers you will live in the greatest harmony ; 
for this will be the being bound in a silken chain, 
and they say that even spiders could make such a 
chain, if they could agree together. I say again, 
don't forget what the four letters on the seak 
spell, nor another thing which you pitomised your 
mother; and that was, if either of yon had occa- 
sion for a cradle, to make it exactly after the mo^^ 
del of hers, in which you have both been rocked. 

** Now 1 say farewell ; and may the kind Being 
who presides over all, take care of you for ever, 
in this world and the next ! Thus prays . your 
father. 

« J. N " 



* This, precisely as stated, took place in the state of Mas* 
sachosetts. 
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^fThis you see/' said the old gentleman, "is 
the kind of stock with which I have furnished my 
boys." "But," said he, " you asked me hereto- 
fore, / why I did the business of a hostler for such 
sort of folks as you?' Now it is not every one 
that takes me for a hostler, thongh I do act in 
that capacity* This keeping of tavern, which in 
fact Js an establishment that I am raising up for 
my. youngest son, I mean the boy with a fiddle; 
affords me a good deal of amusement, in the va-« 
riety of characters that 1 see. The whole world, 
you know, in this country travels, except perhaps 
the tavern-^keepers ; who, if they have their eyes 
open, may in twenty-four hours, gain the advan- 
tage of a five hundred miles' journey. I see all 
kinds of people, as oxir road has now become a 
great thoroughfare. ATcarriage arrived here a 
few days since, with a gentleman and lady, a maid 
servant^ and a coachman. The weather proving 
bad, they staid with us two days. It was evening 
when they arrived. I, as usual, the boys being 
absent, assisted the fellow in taking care of his 
horses. After this was over, he took his supper, 
and said he must shave before he went to bed, as 
he should not have time in the morning. " Well," 
said I, " I will hold the candle for you." He 
had arrived at that point in shaving when some 
people take the left hand, and others travel over 
that promontory, the nose, with the right ; that 
is, he was half shaved, and being a very black ne- 
gro, if he had been driven into the woods at that 

13* 



150 THE sooK-vsftCRAirr'd Totm; 

moment; I think be would have been shot on these 
monotaiosy fbr some wiid animal, that had never 
appeared before. At this instant I let drop a 
word accidentally, which gave him to nnderstand, 
that I was in fact not the hostkt^ but the oimi^ of 
Ae house. Upon this, he stepped back, put dowa 
the razor, the lather dripping from his face, startd, 
looked as wild as a mountain cat by candle-ligh^ 
said he thought I was the hostler, begged my 
pardon^ took the candle out of my band, and ap- 
peared greatly distressed«->-After a little while 
however, I composed the poor fellow's spirits, 
told him that such things were common in this 
country, and that I would bold the light tiU his 
face was all of a colour, which I did. His mis- 
tress was one of those belple^ people, of whom 
there are none on these mountains ; I mean those 
who are dressed and undressed like a jointed doll : 
poor things ! they know not what kind of country 
they live in. Just before going to bed, the lady 
said to the girl, ^' go ^nd pin down my sheets, and 
when you have done, I will come up^ and ypu 
can undress me/' Now the undressing by the 
girl I could understand, but the pinning down of 
the sheets was beyond my comprehension. My^rst 
thought was, that the lady, suspecting that there were 
vermin in the bed, had ordered the girl, as far as was 
possible, to stop the holes of those midnight marau- 
ders ; but I gave up this idea, for I 'had assured the 
lady, when coming ta the house, that it was against 
the religion of both myself and wife, to sufkt a 
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weary travtUer to be UMraiettied in Ibat way. I 
sttt(fi«d the thing over and oveti but could make 
nothing of it, and at length gave up in despair. 
The next nomiogi however, the mystery was ex- 
plained ; for upon our girl's going into the room, 
and seeing the under sheet stuck down with twen- 
ty pins, like clotii upon tenter-hooks, she inquired 
of the lady's maid the cause, who informed her 
that it was to prevent the rumpling of the sheet. 
** Oh," ' said I to my wife, *' these people must 
have time on their hands and to spare." ^* Thus 
you see," said the old gentleman, *^ that keeping 
tavern enables me to «ee sights, and to take dis- 
tant journeys, at the expense of my customers, 
wlien they least suspect it." 

Xfaetime for my departure had now arrived. I 
congratulated myself upon having made so plea- 
sing an acquaintance, begged the landlady to lull 
all ber cats that loved fish, told the landlord, that, 
as grateful passengers do their ship and captain, 
after a long and safe voyage, I should publish 
him and his house } the latter as Industry Hall, 
where the weary traveller in hot weather might 
find clean linen; a good mattress, a bedstead with- 
out curtains, and untenanted by those scorpions, 
whose jaws are wide extended in pursuit of blood, 
when tired nature seeks ber necessary repose. 
Where, also, he might find a landlord not so 
proud as to be above his business, who was always 
ready to administer comfort to him and his horse; 
a man, such as an American farmer should be; 
one of genuine dignity and intelligence ; bring- 
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iBg up his children in habits of order, iadustry, 
aod. true virtue, so as best to fit them for useful 
members of society and patriotic citizens. I then 
bid farewell all rouQd, got into my gig, and took 
my departure for Hanover College, a long day '& 
ride. 



Some Reflections on the Journey. 

Having no company, 1 fell into conversation 
with myself, as I suppose all men sometimes do, 
and as men often play dice with themselves, 
right hand against left. " Now," said I, ^' here 
am I alone, money in my pocket, defenceless, nei- 
ther dirk nor pistol; lonely ways to pass, over, 
mountains to traverse, and what danger of rob- 
bery ? Not so much as of that accident which hap- 
pened to the famous Captain Blifil, who, having^ 
married the sister and heiress of one of the best 
and richest men in all England, the noted Mr. All- 
worthy, while he was one day surveying the es- 
tates of that good gentleman, lands, houses, and 
cattle, and ruminating upon the course of natui'Ci 
and when, in all probability, she would cause these 
fair possessions to change owners, this airy cattle 
was levelled in an instant, as a tempest sometimes 
levels great and solid houses ; that is, nature took 
an opposite direction, and with an apoplectic thun- 
derbolt laid low the unfortunate Captain Blifil. 



i.. 
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I say the danger of robbery in Vermont was less 
to human eye than that of the unhappy Captain 
Blifil ; less than the chance of being struck with 
lightning, or of drawing the highest prize in a lot- 
tery, which one hundred thousand fools sometimes 
expect, or any other very uncommon event. That 
being the case, I continued to talk to myself as 
before, and in an audible voice, which a man is 
not apt to do, when he thinks himself in danger, 
''Now," said I, ''what makes this happy state 
of society so unlike that of lordly Europe ? I have 
not seen a beggar since I entered these borders, 
nor a poor, idle profligate, who, for the want of an 
honest occupation, picks quarrels, fights duels^ 
runs horses, and plays dice at noon-day. Nor one 
who has nothing to do but travel with a company 
of horses, monkeys, pea-hens, and peacocks, to 
kill time* Oh,*' said I, " it is labour that makes 
a man happy, and virtuous too; this is one of the 
grand discoveries; I wonder that Mr. Jeffer- 
son did not put it in the Declaration of In- 
dependence alongside of the equal rights ; it de- 
serves a place there. The Chinese beat the stems 
of the roses with a stick, to make the roses smell 
sweeter! what bread is so sweet as that which is 
moistened with the sweat of the browv.^ or indeed 
what bread would be sweet at all, if a man lived in 
a cage, at the mouth of a baker's oven? I have 
lived fifty years, and my rambling life has enabled 
me to see people in all conditions, but never have 
I seen one happy man, who had not a regular occu- 
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patioD ; and I even think that these good people of 
Vermont are a little happier than any I have seen ; 
and I suppose it may be because that up and down 
these hills they work a little harder. They have 
not| to be sure, take the year together, as fine a 
sun as that of France, nor do they laugh and dance 
and fiddle as much as the people there. I remem- 
ber when 1 first landed at Havre, and observed the 
smiling faces in every direction, the first question 
I asked was, '' what are the people laughing at ?" 
Notwithstanding the sun, the fiddle, the dance, and 
the laugh, I doubt whether they are so happy in 
France ; and it may be, that the men, women, and 
children, who traverse these green mountains, are 
proud of their leather shoes ; for that clumsy, clat- 
tering wooden thing, which poor fblks must and 
do wear there, is not a thing to be proud of." 

While I was thus rambling on, talking loud, my 
poor horse laboured over the hills, but not without 
wear and tear, as that great steam animal does, 
who by his perpetual labours has made travelling 
so cheap, that no man can afibrd any longer to go 
on foot ; who with his huge legs and arms seems 
to tug, and sweat, and groan, by day and by night, 
but who is never tired or galled, as my poor horse 
at this moment was, which I perceived from lifting 
his collar, as I stopped him opposite a small house. 
It was on a side hill, and I observed a boy, who 
appeared to be about fifteen years of age, opposite 
the house felling a large tree ; he had cut a few 
chips from the tinder side, and was then making 
Ihe principal incision on the tipper. This I did not 
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quite understand, as I saw that he intended that 
the tree shonld fall down hill, but thinking that the 
yonng ihountaineer might, I was willing not to be 
thought ignorant ; and to save myself from that 
imputation, declined asking the question direcij 
following the example of some of these Yankees, 
who sometimes look on your trunk, or into your 
bat, for your name; that is, I said to the boy, 
^' Wiell Sir, I see that you make the vpper cw^" 
" That is the true cut," said the boy; " for if you 
will take the axe and try below, you will find that 
the tree will crowd down upon your chips, and you 
can't get it down in double the time." " Oh yes," 
said I, ^^ I don't doubt it." I then informed the 
boy that my horse was galled on the breast by his 
collar, and trafiicked with him for a piece of sheep's 
skin, to place under it. Now I was never handy 
at small jobs, and was obliged to say to the boy, 
that I did not see how we should adjust the sheep's 
skin, without taking off the collar and sending for 
a harness-maker. " You want nothing," said he, 
''but a leather string and a knife hlade^ which we 
can certainly find about the house." In as much 
time as I have occupied in writing these last ten 
lines, the boy had applied the salve to the wound 
of my poor horse. 

Of all the crafts in the world, perhaps that of the 
hand is most useful ; in which I have found these 
eastern people eminently to excel. If they have not 
the whole of a thing to work with, they make 
shift with the half. If a knife be wanting, they 
make a blade accomplish the object. Indeed they 
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very seldom, as Louis the XlVth did, use their 
right band to cut of their left. It is quite aiton* 
ishing how many things a man may leani, if he 
be only put ta it ! Bom^arte was of the same 
opinion, who taught his young nobles to groom 
their own horses. Besides, it makes them inde- 
pendent ; and I doubt not, that when the charter of 
these people was established, the wise men of that 
day meant more than they said, when they talked 
of equal rights and of independence ; and that 
they had an idea that the children of the repub- 
lic,' unlike all other children in the former ages of 
the world, should be so educated as to render 
them as far as possible, independent of each 
other; so as to make the knite^dade answer^ 
whenever the whole of the instrument was not at 
# hand ; in other words, as Europe had taught 
ihemj they, in their turn, would repay the fa- 
vour. 

This day, after many a long and heavy sigh 
for the aid of a steam-boat, or some little steam- 
engine, in the box of my chair, which should 
wind me up and down these hills, brought me to 
Norwich, the last town on my route in Vermont, 
situated on the west bank of the Connecticut, and 
opposite Hanover College, from which it is a 
mile distant. Here I remained some days on ne- 
cessary business, and I say nothing of how I dis- 
posed of my horse and chair ; as the mention of 
that would be a mere impeitinence, into which I 
have known some travellers to fall. I will how- 
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ever inform the reader, which I can do with cer- 
tainty, that in New-England a swop may always 
be made ; and that here, as in every other pagrt of 
the world, over which I have moved, if the unfor- 
tunate traveller be anxious for the sale of his 
horse> it is a wonder if his ears be not too long ox* 
too short. 

Before I take a final leave of these happy and 
pleasing people, through whose country I have 
just passed, I would give the distant reader, (if 
his eye should ever reach these pages,) some faint 
idea of the materials from which they derive their 
happiness. I had no passports upon entering 
their territory, nor were any ever demanded of 
me. Travellers are at liberty to come or go 
wherever they please, upon paying the legal fees 
at the turnpike gates ; and if you pass one of 
these gates in a horse and chair, (as I have actu- 
ally experienced,) as an out-rider to the stage, 
when it is crowded and cannot take you in, and 
simply inform the keeper that you are one of it^ 
passengers, it is a hundred to one, such is the ha- 
bit of these people of respecting each other, but 
that after a steady look at your eye, to observe 
whether your countenance corresponds with your 
words, he will say, ^^ pass on, sir." In all their 
country, I hardly ever saw a woman without 
stockings and shoes ; nor one at work in their 
fields ; though I was told, upon making inquiry 
as to their occupations, that instances had been 

known, of their pulling flax, long and shorty when 
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they were not willing to trust the men U> ad/usl 
long and sh^ri to their nice work. Oh woman ! 
when cjbaste and cultivated, how beautiful are her 
operations upon body and mind ! how delicately 
do her fingers move through the slightest fabrics, 
suspending her web like the spider almost upon 
the air ! and her sweet voice too, and counter- 
nance and manners— how they at orice lull the in- 
fant to sleep, or rouse the man to all that makes 
him noblei-4jrom infancy to age bis guardian an- 
gel ! — ^I have just been looking at Mr. Owen's 
great machine for regenerating the world, and' 
doubt not, but that among the many beautiful 
cranks and wheels, and spindles that "are there, 
woman bas her place. I could have desired how- 
ever, that it might have been pointed out and na- 
med distinctly ; as I believe that when the world 
is essentially regenerated, it will take place 
through such an education of woman, as will be 
far superior to that which now prevails. The 
people of Vermont are perhaps hastening this 
happy era, as chastity with them is a great vir- 
tue, and many of them have read of what has 
befallen other countries — rhpw the people have 
come' to wooden shoes, bare boards for a pillow, 
the offal of great men's kitchens .for their din- 
ners, when these great men have been able to se- 
lect their mistresses from all that is beautiful in 
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the land.* The men ia Vermont, and I have ob» 
served the same thing of nearly all New-England, 
and of their descendants in every land, are proud 
to give their women a dignified seat ; and seldom, 



* If the reader desires to see what a country may be 
brought to, that is, goy^med by such women let him read 
the memoirs of MarmonteL 

As the parity of the female sex is, perhaps, above aU 
others, the redeeming individual and natk>nal virtue ; no 
fact that can illustrate the character of oar country, can be 
deemed out of i^ace in a wnrk like the present The author 
intended to have inserted this note, where he has heretofore 
mentioned the town of Chelmsford^ iki the state of Massa- 
chusetts. At that place, as is genendly well known, 4h^re 
is one of the most flourishing cotton manufitcturing establish- 
ments in the United States. It sprung into existence about 
four years ago. Seventeen hundred thousand dollars have 
already been expended there, and in that time there has 
been an increase of the popnlation, of between three and 
four thousand. This establishment bdlongs to gentlemen re- 
siding in Boston, and in that ne^hbourhood. There is not 
in it a single Mwidual^ whose skill is deemed important to 
its success, whose professional knowledge has been gained 
in a foreign country. Those who have the best means of 
forming an opinion, informed the author, that labour was 
not dearer than in similar establishments in England, for 
which they assign these reasons: first, that a greater 
proportion of the work is performed by females here 
than there ; second, some kinds of work are done by fe- 
males here, which are not done there but by men ; third, 
the regular, orderly, and virtuous character of the labourers. 
This establishment arose out of a similar one at Waltham^ 
which is about eight miles from Boston. That at Waltham, 
^.'ommenced its operations soon after the late war. In 18^, 
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that I have seen, put them down upoa the bottom of a 
waggOD, on the same level with the butter and cheese 
and chickens, as I have to my mortification some- 
times remarked to be done by the market people 
in the neignbourbood of the great towns in Ame- 



ihere were about foar hundred girls employed in it. These 
girls are generally the daughters of farmers in the neigh- 
bouring country ; they earn more money in the cotton mills, 
than they could elsewhere. Many, marry: when this 
takes place, they leave the establishment. When the busi- 
ness commenced at Waltham, the girls were made to under- 
stand, that the slightest suspicion entertained of the regu- 
larity of their conduct, would be the ground of dismissal, 
and that public opinion in the society, must constitute its 
law. That if a female was found in company with a man 
ffk at an unseasonable hour, she would be discarded witheut fur- 
* ther inquiry or proof. Upon one occasion a girl fell under 
suspicion from having violated this rule : her companions 
instituted a complaint against her: she came to the superin- 
tendant with tears in her eyes, averring her innocence : \m 
Cold her he was sorry for her case, if such was the fact, bat 
that there was no help for it. Down to the time mentionei 
in 18S5, in a society of four hundred girls, but a single case 
of g^ss misconduct ever came to the knowledge of the ma- 
nagers of the institution. Surely, without vain boasting, 
our country may be proud of a fact like this. We eannot 
but deplore the existence of vice any where, and more espe- 
cially in a country so interesting as England ; and when we 
mention the notorious profligacy of the females in the manu- 
facturing establishments in Manchester, it is but to warn our 
countrymen of the necessity of moral and intellectual culti- 
vation, and to teach them, that the final and certain prospe- 
rity of all institutions, will be found to have no other sure 
basis. 
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ricft ; bat it is one thing to raise a chicken to itUf 
and another to raise it t6 eat ; and small as the cir- 
cumstance is, it makes a great characteristic difier- 
ence. The equal condition of these people, renders 
tbemkindhearted one to another, if kings, and law, 
and the rules of society, allow men to treat each 
other like brutes, whenever one has poirer and an- 
other has none, they will be brutish from age to age. 
Air. Jefferson, in his notes on Virginia, says, that 
in seven years of the war of the revolution, no 
man's blood was shed for treason. Kind-heart- 
. edness, that virtue which brings the tear, as an 
April shower falls, does belong to this people. 
Hard'heartedness I have seen and heard of, and so 
. doubtless the reader has ; as when a boy, going 
forth for his morning sport, lights upon a flock 
of young turkeys, and when they are nestling 
together in a bright light, and shaking their wings 
and feathers to the morning breeze, he breaks 
every leg, leaving them to starve and die and rot 
there, where their innocent playful morning gam* 
bols began. 0/ such boys I have heard, when 
brought up to manhood, in the account of the mu- 
tiny on board a Nantucket ship, in which was 

the ring-leader. After burying his boat-hook in 
the bowels of his officers, and cutting off the fin- 
gers of one who yet clung to the railing, im- 
ploring for mercy, not satisfied with blood, he 
found another victim in the cook, a coloured 
man, as one of the survivors of the bloody scene 

14* 



A 



1 62 THE BOOK«lf CBCHANt's TOITB. 

informed me.^ As great tyrants who have deter^ 
mined upon a sacrifice, build a gallows before the 
accused man's eyes, so this monster tried the cook 
by a jury of five men, of whom ray informant 
was one. Sitting upon a chest, and being asked 
fidl round, they pronounced him guilty ; as one man 
sheathes his knife in the bowels of another, when 
a stronger arm holds a sword over his own head. 
The cook was hung, all hands being compiled to 
assist at the rope which drew him from the deck ; 
and among others, a lad of sixteen, the brother of 
the principal mutineer. A great weight was at- 
tached to the upper part of his body, and when 
he descended to his watery grave, his feet appear- 
ing last, the wretch cried out, with a horrible, 
ghastly laugh, " Flukes !" the -language of the 
whaleman, when he sees that his harpoon has done 
its business, and the leviathan goes down, with 
his tail out of water, as the signal of his death 
wound. Justice did not long stay her hand. 
With this bloody crew on board, the ship touched 
at some neighbouring island, where — ^ — went on 
shore, still furious as a tiger half fed with blood, 
and where a part of the crew, composed of 



. * This account of the mutiny, was, I am told, published in 
the papers of the day. What I have stated, was communi- 
cated to me by one of the crew, a man of the name of Tho- 
mas, who was then in prison at Boston ; but who has, as I 
am informed, since been discharged; the grand jury not 
having found a bill against him. 
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friend and foe, shot him, buried him in bis gory 
garments for a winding sheet, and then both inno- 
cent and guilty sung a hymn over his bloody 
grave ; as the murderer is sometimes compelled, 
in saying his prayers, to testify to the divine 
power in his mind. Such cruelty, however, is 
not, r think, natural among a free people ; and 
while I am giving the character of Vermont in 
this particular, I would fondly hope, and do be- 
lieve, that kind-heartedness is a characteristic of 
these republics ; though the horrible duels, and 
the murderous use of the dirk, so common in 
some parts of this great country, may lead the 
reader to a different conclusion. My narrative is 
confined to an account of those only, among 
whom I have travelled, and therefore I can only 
speak of what I have seen. 

On the morning of the fourth day after my ar- 
rival at Norwich and Hanover College, before 
the stars had hardly made their bow, and taken 
leave, 1 heard the coachman's horn, and the land- 
lord's cry of ^' baggage for Concord and Boston, 
' baggage for Concord and Boston!" In an instant 
four full-grown persons were on their seats, and 
then before the coach-door was closed, the land- 
lord handed up a Utile hoy^ as carefully as he 
would have done a nice package, belonging to one 
of the passengers. The boy appeared to have 
seen about six years, which I afterwards learnt to 
be his true age. No one seemed to own him, and 
he looked too tender for a long journey unpro- 
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tected. I pat my bead out of the coach dooi'y 
and in a low voice said to the coachman, ^* who 
has t;harge of this little fellow, and where is he 
going ?" '' Going to Boston. 1 have the cbarg;^ 
of him." " Bat you donH drive to Boston, it is 
a hundred miles ; you only drive fifteen or twen- 
ty." <' That's true,'' said he, ^' but I am going.to 
direct him on." I turned round to my fellow-pas- 
sengers, and remarked to a young lady, ^ho ap- 
peared to be about eighteen years of age, ^^ This 
is quite an infant, and too young to take com 
of himself." "Sir," said she, "some how or 
other he will be taken care of: besides, you may 
think that my sex requires that i should, in a 
long journey, receive protection too ; but I have 
no fears." " Pray how long .^" said I. " Why 
sir," replied she, " I am on my way to Boston, to 
take leave of some friends, and then shall get into 
the stages, go by land to Niagara, and thence 
across lake Erie to Detroit ; altogether not much 
less than a thousand miles ; and 1 assure you that 
I feel quite safe, either from injury or insult." 

The truth is, that even in this particular the* 
fiishions have altered The stages have become the 
common travelling receptacles of people of all 
conditions, high and low, rich and poor ; and if 
there now and then be a vulgar ignorant fellow, 
who has not discovered that an innocent young 
female is every where protected,, he will not be al- 
lowed to travel far before he finds it out. Besides, 
even the gentlemen of the towns, who there keep 
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coaches, have, in their travelling excursions, been 
forced into the stages, as they do not quite like to 
be seen rolling on upon a snail's pace, with their 
silky livery horses, when the whole industrious 
world is thundering along ahead of them. Not, 
however, to lose sight of our little infant, and of 
the care which is here taken even of the children, 
I must inform the reader, that as his weight bound 
him to his place, not much more firmly than if a 
pack of wool had occupied the same, he was by 
one of the male passengers put in lap, and that 
through the aid of many kind-hearted persons, 
he kept his pillow almost the whole way, till he 
was safely deposited at the place of his destina- 
tion. At our breakfasting house I overheard one 
of the young women, who waited upon the table, 
whispering to him, ''Which of these men is your 
father?" "I have no father," said the boy. At 
table I observed that he was put into a high chair, 
helped to all the sweetmeats^ and that the same 
young woman had, before we left the house, filled 
bis pockets with nut-cc^s and gingerbread. 



The Toton of Salisbury ^ in New Hampshire. 

At the town of Salisbury, on the route to Con- 
cord and Boston, a stage accident happened, which 
detained the carriage during the greater part of 
the day. As I have seen no part of this wide 
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world, in which a man may not find something 
worthy of observation, or in which he need spend 
an idle hour, I was determined to turn this occur- 
rence to as miich account as possible, and to as- 
certain what the town of Salisbury, in the state of ^ 
New-Hampshire, might Contain worthy of notice. 
As the villagers in America are not quite the most 
industrious people that I ever tow, or near as mttch 
so as the shoemakers, carpenters, or tinmen ia 
town, where, if these indulge in conversation at 
all, while their work is going on, their hammers 
make the commas, semi-colons, and colons in-tbe 
discourse; I was sure that I should be able to find 
persons- enough, sufficiently at leisure to enjoy the 
society of the travellers. At this moment,, while I 
was occupying a seat in an empty room, a gentle- 
man walked in, with a gold-headed cane in his 
hand, which every where is an ensign of some dig* 
nity, and here signifies, generally, that the wearer 
is an occupant of one of the wooden painted houses 
in the village, with green blinds perhaps, as a pret- 
ty contrast to the white, and that the 'squire add 
bis lady may indulge themselves in an afternoon's 
walk in the garden, one of the few. aristocratic 
privileges, not ofiensive to the neighbours. He 
said '' Good morning, sir," and took his seat. In 
England it is thought necessary, generally, to 
make use of a third person, fpr the purposes of in- 
troduction, to enable any two strangers to employ 
their tongues or hands for mutual use. 

They had a story at Oxford, (I suppose, how- 
ever, it was a slander upon my countrymen,) that 
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a student having fallen intoidie wateri and being 
in great danger of drowningy a feiUouhsiudentj to 
whom the suflerer was a stranger, perceiving it, 
exclaimed to the by-standers, '^for Heaven's sake, 
is tliere no one here who can introduce me to that 
gentleman !" Thesie are not the fashions in Ameri- 
ca, where, and particularly in New-England, they 
all j^lk to each other, right or wrong, hit or miss, 
in the inns, stage coaches, and steam-boats, though 
^e 6ne traveller may have money enough in his 
pocket to make a fair exchange for all that the 
other has, eith^ in or out. To this circumstance 
I cannot but attribute a good deal of the cleverness 
of these Yankees; which word I now use in the 
English, and not in their sense ; that is, to mean 
what the Dutch mean, when they say '' that a mab 
has no left hand." The gentleman and myself 
having in two minutes climbed over all the parti- 
tionrwalls which divide strangers, I informed him, 
that this not being my native^eountry, I was par- 
tictilarly curious to know what in regard to it was 
remarkable, and begged to be informed if there 
was any thing in his village of that character. 
'^ No, Sir, except that we have-a native production 
that draws some attention : but you know, that 
From these obscure places every thing of that kind 
goes, or is carried out for exhibition. I allude 
to an extraordinary boy, who sprang up .like some 
of the trees which you see here between the clefts 
of the rocks ; the early plant having been thought 
by some of rare beauty and growth, has been trans- 
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ferred to a more genial soil. He was a school- 
fellow of mine; I knew him well ; we were at a 
school about three miles from this village, and have 
often shared each other's dinners ; indeed, in this 
way our acquaintance commenced. I remember 
that it was my stint, one cold December day, as 
the larger boys took it in rotation, to cut the fire- 
wood; we were then strangers to each other; the 
wood lay at the north-west end of the school house. 
I made but little progress, when he came up^ took 
the axe out of my hand, and did my stint ; and I 
having observed that he that day came without his 
dinner basket, we divided the contents of mine, 
sausages, nut-cakes, and apples. He, myself, and 
another, used often to meet at a mill in this town, 
where we went with our grists qn horseback. Now 
at a mill, you know, the rule is, ^ first come, first 
served ;' but we observed that even when his turn 
was last, that his grist was ground in a shorter 
time than ours; whether it was that the miller, 
from taking a liking to him, turned more water 
upon his wheel, I can't say ; but one thing I know, 
that at the school he ran through the mill his own 
grist sooner than any of us. After being there 
awhile, the schoolmaster informed his father that 
the boy was very extraordinary, and that he must . 
send him to Exeter Academy, in this state, to pre- 
pare for college. * Oh,' said the old gentleman, 
< I will do no such thing ; I have heard enough of 

your extraordinary boys; here is Deacon , 

he has an extraordinary boy, a great scholar, a 
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phenomenon, and ever so iJMtny more* Not I, FU 
not send him to college.' But the old gentle- 
man never meant what he said; for being a man 
of sense, he had observed that the boy's mind was 
capable of steady application ; and that his thoughts 
did not fly about in all directions, like sparks from 
a blacksmith's hammer. I remember that a party 
of us, of which he was one, were invited to an 
evening frolick ; among other nice things, we had 
a pumpkin-pie, in a large tin pan; he, as usual, 
was appointed carver, (for boys know about as 
well as men, what horse will do best on the lead,) 
when, without numbering noses, he cut up the 
pie, and we found, upon counting, that his own 
was left out. * Well,' said the boys, one and all| 
^ Dan, you did not count noses, but we will divide 
with you ;' when each cut from his piece a slice, 
which gave to the carver, not the lion's share^ but 
the greatest by far. Those who now know him 
best, say that this was a perfect illustration of his 
subsequent character, and that this disposition has 
been one of the principle causes of his uncommon 
success." ^^ Sir," said I, what did you call his 
Christian name?" "Daniel." "And his sur- 
name ?" " Webster." " What, him they call the 
Great Webster?" "The very same; he whose 
speeches are now read in Paris, and in the Greek 
islands ; you doubtless have heard of him ?" " Oh 
yes, there is no man who can blow such a trumpet 
who is not heard of now-a-days; but I did not 
know, as you observe, that he was a native pro*- 

15 
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duction of your town." * " Yes," said the stranger, 
" when we are asked to show our curiosities, we 
always inform travellers that we have deposited 
our rarest in the Museum of the Nation, thinking 
that it shows off better there than it could be made 
to do in our little domestic cabinet.^' 

The stranger here observed, that he feared he 
was tedious ; but I assured him that nothing gave 
me more pleasure, than to collect anecdotes in re* 
gard to the eminent men of the country; and 
upon entreating him to proceed, he added, '' Did 
you ever see him of whom I speak ?" " Never : 
I should like to know something of his looks." 
^' As to his looks, it is difficult to describe them : 
words do not seem to reach the human connte- 
nance ; but having once seen him, you can no 
more forget his appearance, than you can that of 
a kaleidoscope, or a rainbow. If you were to 
meet him at a chUrch-door with a hundred more, 
you would be compelled to say, * who is that ?' A 
boy in the country, who heard him in the trial of a 
bause, when he was very much, agitated, and roused 
(that however is not his usual manner,) went home 
and exclaimed to his mother, * 1 have seen Mr. Web- 
ster — I have heard Mr. Webster, in the court- 
house, and the white of his eye was all black !' 
" I have known," added the stranger, " this gentle- 
man, man and boy, from his youth ; I would compare 
him to a spider, that never borrows for her web. 
I attribute his great success to several causes : — 
tolii$ country education, where, you know, a young- 
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man learns things as they are in nature, and not 
artificially, as is too common in your great towns; 
for the rivers and the country were made before 
the towns, unless it be true, as some emipent bibli- 
cal critic has observed, ' that Providence has 
shown out most benevolently, in ordering that the 
great rivers should in their course, pass by the 
great cities ;' — to his having been born among the 
people ; in that common condition, in which, in 
this country at least, a man being able to walk, 
talk, think and act, just like nine out often of all 
the other people that are born, has naturally that 
proportion on his side. Besides he began young. 
Here is a dreadful mistake into which many of 
biir poor boys run ; ttiat of beghiuiug 250 late ; 
for to get hlc, haec, hoc, at twenty, in their proper 
seats in the brain, is like putting fingers, fifty 
years old, for the first time to string beads. Again, 
sir, (I hope I am not tedious,) his profession as a 
lawyer: — Now these lawyers are like the men in 
the circus, always performing, and before a large 
company ; and if they ever make a mistake, and 
lose their foot-hold, they must help themselves to 
a seat." 

At this moment our conversation was inter- 
rupted, for our ship having repaired damages, we 
were all called on board, and set sail ; and here I 
must take a final leave of the reader, after some 
few parting remarks. If I have not proved a 
pleasant companion, it cannot be put to the ac- 
count of my not having been in good humour 
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myself* I have travelled among a happy con- 
tented people, and happiness begets happiness. I 
have had neither gaide nor interpreter, nor need 
of either ; for the roads are plain, and where 
they part, generally, though not always, (as 
should be the case) there is a board hung on high 
. to direct the traveller ; for every mother's son 
reads, and there is no such direction, which some 
travellers have stated to be the fact in Ireland, as 
"if you can't read, inquire at the next door." For 
an interpreter, there has been no occasion what- 
ever ; because not only in all New-England, but 
throughout these states, from Georgia to Vermont, 
coffee and cakes are known precisely by these 
names. Trifling as this cause may seem, I 
deem it to be one of the deep-laid foundations of 
the union and prosperity of these people ; for as 
they are able to talk to each other, they are sel- 
dom long out of humour ; and it takes but about 
fifteen days by course of post, to enable the peo- 
ple of Georgia to know what is known by the 
people of Vermont; and the President's message,' 
which is delivered mid-way, is equally well un- 
derstood in both states.^ They seem to have no 
government; for instead of having an idle vaga- 
bond of a soldier running his bayonet under your 
chin, to make you stand straight, that he may 
take your height, and report it to the authori- 

* See a fine vievr of this subject in Mr. Everett's Oration 
* before the P. B. K. Society at Harrard College ; delivered 
in 18S4. 
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ties— U is ten to one that, if you are obliged td 
look for a roan in power here, you will find him 
among his chickens or his children. Though I 
part with my reader in the state of New-Hamp- 
shire, which, in many particulars is a distinct 
sovereignty from that of Vermont, no common 
observer would remark any difference in these 
people } for you may be a citizen of one state or 
another, about as easily as you can step from a 
coach-door into an inn ; with a night^s lodgiqg 
and a roof over your head, or other as tri- 
fling qualification, you may, being a citizen of 
one state, transfer your allegiance to another. In 
thus giving an account of what I have seen in 
Vermont and New-Hampshir^, I have \n truth, as 
I am told, and believe from my own knowledge^ 
portrayed in a measure, the manners of New- 
England, and indeed in many particulars what 
may be seen throughout the northern and middle 
states, of which alone 1 am a competent judge. 
In the southern, I have not travelled ; but no coun- 
try have I found without its virtues. I forbear to 
mention many things that did not please me, as 1. 
think such relations will be better received from 
enlightened native citizens, who, having travelled, 
are thus enabled to give an impartial account ol 
various countries, as well as their own. Though 
my judgment cannot but approve of the free in- 
stitutions of America, making men, as 1 have saidj 
laborious and kind-hearted; allowing fair play 

to all, thus rendering them contented and happy. 

15* 
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Thongbit be true that I have long sojourned here, 
even twenty-five years of a life of fifty, still it is 
irith a heart cut in twain. I can remember the 
willows of which I made whistles ; the boys who 
played jackstraws with me ; the porringer out of 
which I ate; and should I forget the breast which 
nursed me f No, fellow-traveller, not so. I have 
read somewhere of a Roman, who, having brought 
to Rome, from the several countries through 
which be had passed, wild animals, natives of 
Chose countries, together with some portion of 
earth belonging to each ; these animals, upon be- 
ing placed in a cage together, where the earth 
was deposited also, naturally, and as if by instinct, 
sought repose upon their native soil. So I also, 
upon parting with you, should desire no softer 
pillow for the sleep of this night, than a turf from 
my native land. Upon passing through yours, I 
have seen so many good and generous people, in 
dress, language and manners, so like the people of 
England, where I have more than once hinted ray 
cradle was rocked, that I cannot but in fond recol- 
lection turn to it ; and desire, that the good of 
both nations may know each other better, esteem 
each other ny^re, and that as in both countries 
inany benevolent beings are confederating for the 
happiness of mankind, this confederacy may be 
^he tie that shall bind them to peace and mutual 
^od wHL 

The end rf the 2b«r. 
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LETTER VI. 



THE PEACH-STONE, 

My dear Brother, 

How die world is changing ! — The Duke of 
Saxe Weimar has been travelling among us, and 
in a stage coach too /—Kings will come nexu— - 
What better thing can they do f — I came over the 

mountains yesterday in a stage-coach, and at '. 

took my seat, with your old acquaintance, the lit- 
tle red-haired driver. He has invented a new 
kind of instrumental music, very simple indeed ; 
it is nothing more than a piece of white birch- 
bark, cut into a circle of an inch diameter. This 
he inserts between his teeth and tongue, in a man- 
ner which I cannot exactly describe^ but which 
produces at once melodious and most thrilling 
sounds. As we ascended the mountain slowly^ I 
took the reins, and he gave us several tunes. I 
told him, that with this newly-inveuted instrument 
be might make a fortune if he would go to New- 
Tork, and exhibit it in the orchestra of the Park 
Theatre. To which he made me no other answer, 
than that as there w^re so many people there, an^. 
as he had so few inches^ he feared he should be 
run over ; besides, that he loved his leaders so 
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inucbj that he did DOt think be should ever part 
from them ; and that he believed he was bom to 
'^* throw a line over ahorse." */ Well," said I, 
'^ that will do when you can have the honour of 
carrying a duke in your coach^ which I under- 
stand was the case yesterday — did you not know 
it ?" He replied very coolly, " Not I ; but what 
business does he follow ? what does he do for a 
living?" Upon this I informed him that the 
duke was a most respectable man, bad come to 
see the country, was travelling for pleasure and 
improvement, and that it was reported that he had 
a draft on his banker, to the amount of $80,000 
for his summer expenses. We had now ascended 
the mountain : he gave his whip a crack, and 
pointing to his off-leader, said, *^that is the best 
horse on these mountains, he is like Mr. Jaque's 
horse Bell-founder, down at Charlestown, he's 
go to meeting, go to mill, good in gig, good in 
stage, good every where : if I had that thirty' thbu-s 
sand dollars, he should drink Holland gin and 
Water whenever he was dry." Thus you see 
what a stress our countrymen lay upon business: 
without it, they think life nearly insupportable. 
It is right too, for they have driven out the 
drones from the hive, and will not support one of 
those idlers, who in many countries are permitted 
to stand by, and eat the honey, as the labourers 
return at night, weary and laden with the bur- 
thens of the day. What a man earns here, he 
heis the disposal ef, to eat; drink and wear,, and 
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keep up hospitality ; and who will say that this is 
not a discovery ? Among us, no man can be idle 
and not be alone ; if idle, he is in a desert, or, I 
should rather say, in a prison ; compelled to hear 
the heart-stirring sounds of the passengers below 
upon the pavement, all going and coming, about 
that which makes men happy, business^ and he 
chained to the wall. I am not sure that it is not 
this very love of business which drives me to the 
occupation of writing these trifles to you, in the 
intervals between the hoeings of my corn and po- 
tatoes, while ray cabbages are heading, and my 
pestches putting on their blushes. — ^Truly^ 1 had 
almost forgotten the purpose for which I com<» 
menced this epistle : it wa$, however, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the French fruit trees, which 
yoci have been so good as to setid me, and which 
I brought home on the top of the coach. The 
bark of the trees looks just like what I suppose 
the king means, when he talks of ^^ beautiful 
France." Oh that we could make the fruits com- 
mon here also among the people ! what an increase 
of temperance would there be ! — The fruits were 
given for the labourers as well as others ; they 
can afford to eat them; and as you once well ob- 
served, a man who has the industry and taste to 
rsuse a peach or a grape, in our latitude, and in 
our valleys, where they will often flourish, is fit to 
talk to a king. Was there ever a finer sun for ri- 
pening most of the fruits, than we have i In Eng- 
land the sun is not so hot ; and when the peach 
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is- shown in the shops in the neighbourhood of the 
Rojal Exchange, the Nantucket boys, (as ,they 
tell me) who live upon a cold, bleak island, where 
it is not raised, and who go upon, and over the 
water, as naturally as young ducks, are sometimes 
asked half a crown for it. Carraccioli, the Vene- 
tian Ambassador, swore that he had eaten no ripe 
fruit in England, but roasted apples. This however 
cannot be quite true, for we know that they have 
some fine fruits. — Crentlemen who have lived at 
Paris, say that the peaches have not pretti» 
blushes there, and that they are not more deli- 
cious than here. I cannot but think that -the 
grapes, the peaches, and the other fruits, are the 
cause of there being so many laughing people ia 
France ; and, what is of great moment to us, so 
few drinking people there. The blush^ what caa 
that signify to a man working in the dirt f some 
will exclaim. The blush which comes and goes 
upon the labourer's chaste daughter, can he 'Sty 
that he does not admire that ? Next to the blush 
that comes and goes, is that which stays upon the 
peach. 

I fear that I shall weary you with my long dis- 
sertation about the fruits : I can assure you, how- 
ever, that they are deeply connected with an im^ 
portaut event. As I was cutting the strings, 
which bound the packages of trees which you 
sent me, my aunt came into the garden to observe 
my operations. She is now eighty-two years of 
age ^ reads the newspapers, makes kites for the 
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children, wipies the cups and saucers after breakfast, 
is still gay, contented, and happy ; and says that 
men, and women too, if they lived as they ought, 
would never die ; but rather^ that it would be said, 
that they were translated* As my work went on, 
she. looked at the bark of the peach trees, and af- 
ter admiring it a good deal, remarked — '* Do you 
know that the American Revolution sprung out of 
a peach stone ?^^ The story as related by her, be- 
ing still fresh in my mind, I am enabled to give it 
to you accurately. 

lived at about the year 1760. His 

peaches and strawberries were said to be the finest in 
all that country. Even among his genteel visiters, his 
practice was, whenever peaches were presented to 
them, to place an empty plate upon the table, with 
ajrequest that they would there deposit the stones. 
One of his neighbours having received the com- 
pliment of a dish of strawberries, preserved the 
seeds, and in this way, as it was said, they be- 
came so common in the neighbourhood, that he 
swore that gentlemen ought to have better man- 
ners, and not suffer his strawberries to get among 
vulgar people, and that no man but a gentleman 
was ever fit to eat either peach or strawberry. 

Early in September, when the sun was very 
hot, and the peach in that state that one must have 
a lock-jaw if he does not desire, to eat it, a boy, 
in the neighbourhood, observing from a little 
eminence, hard by the old. gentleman's garden. 
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that the lemon cliog-stones were just in the state 
I have mentioned, elimbed over the wall, in a dark 
night, and had hardly placed himself in the crotch 
pf the tree, when he was discovered and pursued* 
At that instant, that portion of the peach which 
was intended, not for the stomach but for the 
earth, took a wrong direction, and the boy was not 
only caught but choked. The gardener held fast 
to his prey; and the outcry having roused the lion 
in his den, brought him also into the garden. 
The boy was seized by the heels, and turned up- 
side down : this, however, proved unsuccessful ; 
but in an instant, upon changing his position, the 
violent efforts of nature accomplished her object, 
and down went the lemon cling-stone, leaving the 
unhappy boy for a moment, nearer dead than 
alive, but in safe custody. Here was a dilemma 
to the owner of the peach, the stone down and not 
up. When one boy among a dozen throws a stone 
into the air, crying out, that ^' what goes up must 
come down," it is very likely so to happen. But 
the claimant of the stone swore, that what west 
down, should come up, aud that his lemon-clings 
should never take root in the garden of a man 
who lived in a hovel-^that potatoes were good 
enough for father and son. He ordered a dose of 
tartar-emetic for the boy, and actually forced it 
down his throat. One man may lead a horse to 
water, but it takes twenty to make him drink ; na- 
ture refused to fly in the face of her own laws; 
the boy's throat was too small, and the stone too 
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heavy. Another dose was adtninlstered, but with 
like effect. The boy was then dismissed. Time 
rolled on, and the people, in their leisure hours, 
began to talk of liberty and the revolution. The 
old gentleman took the wrong side, if the unfortu- 
nate be the wrong side, still deceiving himself with 
the idea that lemon clings were designed to grow 
for gentlemen only, within brick walls. If life be 
spared, boys in time will grow to men ; and the 
story is, that in that part of the country, one of 
the first liberty poles was erected by this self-same 
boy, within a hundred yards of the very tree on 
which grew the forbidden fruit, with a picture at 
full length hung on high, of the tree, the boy 
choking, and the gardener at his side, forcing down 
the tartar-emetic. The revolution Caused these 
brick walls to change owners, which, with some 
few repairs, are still standing, and in the posses- 
sion of one, who, full of the spirit that belongs to 
a free country, would be happy to see every man 
in the land able to eat as many lemon-clings as 
potatoes. 

Your affectionate brother, 

N. D 
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J/y dear Brother ^ 

Yon will be surprised to bear, tbat as a part 
of my recreations, I faave spent some time in Bos- 
ton; no disagreeable way, you will confess, of get- 
ting rid of feeding cattle, pigs, and poukry. 

In many respects, the Boston people are virtu- 
ous, moral, and kind-hearted* The cartmen take 
excellent care of their horses. I strained my eyes 
for three weeks, to discover 

" £^en ooe, wbo did not seem to feel, if not to say, 
*- ' I thank yoa, miaster, for my provender to-day.' '' 

No, not one for three weeks. I must confess, how- 
ever, that subsequently, in some out-of-the-way 
places, I did observe a few melancholy, ill-fed 
beasts, which were a disgrace to the good people 
of Boston ; but still few, very few. I could not 
help asking one of the cartmen, how it was that 
their horses all looked so well. " Sir," said he, 
" we think here, that a good horse is part man^ 
and take care to treat him accordingly." I think, 
my dear brother, with my old friend the Book- 
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nierchaut, whom you know, that kind-heartedness 
is one of the American characteristics ; and I de- 
light to see it in the cartmea, who are a very solid 
part of the American people. In New- York, they 
very many of them own the roofs over their own 
heads, and some of them the roofs over oth^r peo- 
ple's heads. I am aot sure how it is in Boston; 
but I presume they are as well off there ; for I 
heard that a single cartman was often the owner of 
a dozen horses ; and you know the American peo- 
ple have quite a taste to own houses, as well as 
horses. 

The Bostonians ai^e very quiet and orderly ; 
soft in their speech, their voices low and gentle; 
and Mr. Stuart the psunter sayls, (who can know 
better than a paipter?) that no people k€ep their 
mouths as pouch closed as^^his countrymen, ^fi 
does not mean that they lack words ; I know the 
contrary of that.; but rather that when they speak, 
being seldom in a passion, their mouths are not 
often Wide open* They wear no dirks-— at thj^ 
time fight no duels : the cartmen do not go tag- 
ging after the gentlemen of the turf to see their 
horses run, for races are out of fashion ; all mak« 
a better and wiser use of their horses than to keep 
them to game with. . They fight no cocks, that I 
could learn, except about, two miles out on the 
Neck, as they call itf which was quite too far for 
me ito^^alk, or I should hlive resorted to the spec- 
tacle, for two reasdns; one to see if the cartmen 
were there, which I cannot thipk was the case, for 
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I consider diem quite too respectable ; the other, 
that, baying witnessed but one cock-fight, I desir- 
ed to see a second, that I might know what the 
world is made of: for upon that occasion, the 
owners of the pit^ and keepers of the cocks, having 
£ot drunk, and fallen into a great quarrel, put 
their gafis on, took the place of the cocks in the 
pit, and thus in a measure sj^oiled the sport. I 
have said, that they fight no duels : no — their state 
of society is far advanced beyond that of those old 
Scandinavian bullies, who first introduced this out- 
rage against the laws of God. It is indeed a won- 
der, that a civilized people should copy those sa- 
vages, who had neither knives nor forks, and who 
could not eat their dinners with a relish, without 
baving first divided the body of friend or foe, from 
Urown to haunch. Duelling is civilization, and 
refinement, and politeness ! — oh yes ! and has been 
most in fashion, where rape, murder, robbery, and 
crusading have been so too. I can tell yoi|, that this 
is a country of new rules and regulations ; aQd we 
mean to instruct our Secretaries of War and Navy, 
to recommend to the gentlemen, young and old, 
under their charge, to leave their dirks and pistols 
in their births and quarters, and not bring them to 
the supper tables alongside of the knives and 
forks. In this country, if there be law, it must be 
law for town and country, for sea as well as land. 
A cup of cofiee is not the more agreeable, for 
knowing that a drunken fellow is at your elbow, 
who will run a piece of cold steel into you, should 
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yon happen to soil hid stockiogs by oversetting it. 
To b^ serious, my dear brother ; never was there 
a greater outrage against the principles of a fr^ 
government: it gags honest men who desire to 
^peak out — stops the freedom of debate — -id tfa^ 
cotaamon resort pf knaves, bullies, and tyrants—^ 
and therefore cannot be tolerated in the republic. 
You and I have long thought, that to have things 
well regulated, we must get the people to .change 
some of the fashions ; it will never be done without. 
The Irish in Boston ! I looked at them too : 
there are said to be about sixteen hundred. Now 
an Irishman in New-England, is like a cock on a 
strange dunghill. A tame Irishman, that has been 
cag^d for a while, I love ; he is even the more in- 
^ teresting for having once run wild ; just as they 
say in the Circus, the best horses are made of thosfe 
that at first were '^ clear devil." Then again, at 
home he is a persecuted man, and that is reason 
enough why an American should love him. He is 
obliged to say his prayers, as they are written 
down in a book for him by strangers ; and if he 
will not do that, he must live in a hovel, sleep on 
straw, feed upon potatoes, and be left out of the 
account when God's reasonable creatures are con«- 
sidered. Oh ! the liberty of mind and action ! 
how soon it furnishes a man jivith a good warm 
house, a clean bed, sound meat when he is well, 
good wholesome broths when he is sick: — ^how 
soon it makes a Christian and a gentleman of 
him ! 

16* 
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Could you have believed it ? That softly way 
which the Boston people have of talking and walk- 
ing, and doing every things the Irish have actually 
caught. They do not run about the streets at 
night, with a Ifiddler at their head, and a dozen base 
women at their heels, yelling and screaming like 
so many Indians at a war dance. During the. 
whole time that I was there, I never stumbled over 
a drunken Irishman in the streets, nor saw one 
take a stake out of his cart, and knock down his 
horse for not drawing a load which was beyond 
his strength. Should he do so, I verily believe, 
that the Boston people would draw a horse-skin 
over him, with mane, tail,. and hair all on, harness 
him in a cart, and put him on the road : indeed, I 
am not sure that they have not a law authorising 
the magistrates to inflict such a punishment ; if 
tliey have not, I am certain they ought to have. 
- . I inquired particularly about the Irish, of your 

friend , who has the true spirit of American 

liberty about him,jn thought and deed ; thorough- 
going, and who does not hate any man, because 
he was born on the other side of the Neck — nor 
an Irishman, because he lights his candles when 
his father dies. " Sir," said he, " with the aid of 
their venerable pastor and friend, Bishop Cheve- 
rus, we have tamed the Irish in Boston : they are 
as well behaved as our own people of this class. 
In this country, we must instruct them, we must 
educate them ; bring them into the American fold, 
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and not let them herd together, as is too often the 
case, in dens. We cannot afford here to support 
a single vicious man; for he eats as much as an-* 
other, is always a dainty dog, that will refuse a 
crust ; and then again, by theft and robbery, de- 
stroys what would support three of your country 
children, if they are only kept clean, and allowed 
to eat but three times a day after they are two 
years old, which is the true way of bringing them 
up." 

The Boston houses to country eyes are castles : 
some cost forty, some Ififty, and one not less than 
ninety thousand dollars! It is not true, however, 
as I had heard, that the lower stories only were 
faiished, and that the rats and mice occupied all 
the rest ; for I actually know that they are lathed, 
plastered, and carpeted to the very garrets. But 
these very great houses are in bad taste for the 
people of Boston, and do not correspond with their 
general character — for they are great political 
economists. 

A countryman has much to see there ; but I had 
not time to see all. Among other establishments 
belonging to the city, I visited the Invalid Hospi^ 
tal^ and the first question I asked was, what the 
rich men in Boston had done for that ? Upon 
which I was told, that Governor Philips had given 
to it thirty thousand dollars, and that Mr. McLean, 
a plain citizen,^ not less than a hundred thousand. 
This is a fine use of money. I saw in the hospital 
s:everal patients from the city, who went there from 
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motives of economy ; who paid, some twp, some 
three dollars a week for their accommodatioi^y 
inclading the best medical and surgical aid.-— 
These persons were without families; and, by 
a three daonths' sickness in the city, with a few 
hundred doUars only in their pockets, would have 
been ruined. A lodging-house to a poor sick 
man, is only next to a jail* My friend, who accom^* 
panied me to the hospital, related an instance of a 
man, who had an illness of three months at an iaa 
in the city, who in that time expended every far^ 
thing he was worth, ten or twelve hundred dollars ; 
but he was frightfully sick, and had many attendr- 
ants. 

The people of Boston can afford to build faos«- 
pitals, and the great housies I have mentioned, for 
they are very rich. I heard of ten gentlemen ac- 
cidentally assembled at a dinner table, who were 
considered altogether, worth six miUians of dollars 9 
a large sum to be sure, but in no way dangerous; 
for our friends in the country may rely upon it, 
that the butchers, tailors, coach-makers, ht. will 
take care that it performs the various useful offices 
which God designed for it in this country. Who 
can question an American's title to weahh? God 
gave the country, industry gives him the money. 
These six-million-men were all, or nearly: all, born 
to great American fortunes. I was very desirous 
of knowing what was the character of the sons of 
these six-million-men, and took the liberty of put- 
ting that question to one of the fathers* " Sir," 
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said he, ^' our sons behave better than they used 
to do, and I think I can tell you the reason. Our 
girls are now so well educated and so knowing, 
that the young men are ashamed to be ignorant, 
and this drives them to industi^y and employment ', 
and besides, sir, you know ^ the mother makes the 
man.' " I inquired particularly about the young 
men, knowing that a great interest is taken in the 
rising generation, and found that very few kept 
mistresses; as the Boston people have brought 
their economical notions to bear hard upon the 
vices ; for they say, that it has been ascertained 
that every kept mistress, upon an average, brings 
four paupers on the town; and every body knows 
that the town supports the paupers. Nor is there 
much gaming among the better sort of young" 
men ; for they assert too, that when the gentlemen 
are playing brag in the parlour, the servants are 
sure to be engaged at all-fours in the hay-loft or 
stable ; and that a gentleman who, by his exam- 
ple, ruins the morals of a common man, is a bad 
citizen, and no Christian — because morals and re- 
ligion are even more essential to a labouring man, 
than, a silver knife and fork to a gentleman. 

The rich young men in Boston are puzzled to 
lind employment ; but they spare no pains to be 
engaged in something or other: some take to 
the poor and genteel profession — the law. My 
neighbours in the country, who live in the midst of 
dews, frosts, and snows, keep their children clean, 



190 BOSTON. 

their booses glazed, ride in little waggons, pa^ tlieir 
debts and taxes, now and tben take a turn in the 
Creneral Courts and the more intelligent of them 
in the National Hall, — ^begin to think that the 
bread and cheese, pies and custards, are fairly 
enough divided between them and the lawyers. 
My friend the Quaker, who is a Solomon among 
his people, says, that when this shall generally be 
the case, and men shall have got rid of prejudice, 
the Millennium will come. Some of these rich 
young men are to be found in this same Hall of 
Legislature, the General Court ; a fine school, in 
which they may become useful to the country ^ the 
people of Boston not having adopted a notion, 
which in this country is too prevalent, that wealth 
absolutely disqualifies the possessors for transact- 
ing their business with ability and fidelityir They 
rather prefer to mix up all classes ; thinking that 
there is nothing in all God's creation, which can 
be a dead loss in nature. In this way all are ire- 
presented; and there you may $ee blended in 
happy fellowship, every profession and degree--* 
my neighbours with their three thousand dollar 
farms, and Mr. , of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, whose library is said to be worth one of 
those farms by three times three. This is the true, 
the glorious state of things for the republic : thp 
gentlemen having fairly g:ot rid of their stiff aris- 
tocratic airs, will be proud to sit on the ^ame 
benches with the people ; aqd the people, on their 
part, will not be silly and ill-mannered enough to 
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crowd them off. There let jthem sit, and take their 
places according to virtue and talent, which i& 
God's order, and the order of the republic. I at- 
tended the House of Representatives, heard several 
debates, having my eye upot^ the peoph, whom 
the Speaker names as they rise in debate; and 
here you have Deacon ' of -;— — ; Cap- 

i<ain -! — '. — of — — r ; Colonel • — of ; 

General of — r ; the Hon. of 

-^- ; the Rev. ; — of . This love 

of titles is absolutely hereditary with the people of 
New-England, bjred in the bone, and never will, I 
believe, come out. One of their ancestors, a Mr. Jo- 
sias,^ having declared that he did not believe that a 
witch could rurij if both her legs were cut off above 
ber knees, was, by public authority, deprived of 
this simplest of all titles, it being ordered and de- 
creed for the said offence, that he should for ever 
thereafter be called by the name of Josias alone. 
The memory of this disgrace of the unfortunate 
Mr. Josias, affects them deeply, and has produced 
the most lasting consequences. But. my friend the 
Quaker, who, of course, cannot bear titles, says 
that .they are so clever, and never wonder-struck, 



* The author of the late History of Boston, wherein the 
disgrace of this unhappy individaal is recorded, has, I ac- 
knowledge, assigned another cause for it— that of gtealing 
Jrom the Indians. I have ventured, however, considering 
the uncertainty of our early annals, to state this, as the 
more provable. 
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that be can forgive them all these fooleries. This 
never being wonder-stmck, he says, comes from 
their asking of questions^ by reason of which, most 
of them have heard of the seven wonders of the 
world, and a good many more. I observe the 
same thing ; they seldom stare, their eyes pashed 
forward like a lobster's feelers, their mouths open, 
ready to swallow the speaker. No — there they sit, 
bolt upright, one thumb trundling over another; 
always attentive, now and then a look at the de- 
bater, but their eyes as often directed with a point- 
blank glance at the wall, or the emblem of the 
fisheries, the great Cod suspended from the ceil- 
ing. I doubt whether Thomas Addis Emmeit, 
whose words thrill through the heart, would bring 
these men round to a straight line with his voice* 

My friend the Quaker says, that it is a beautiful 
sight to see men doomed to manual labour, dress- 
ed up so clean, mingling with such sobriety, rea- 
son, and dignity, in the affairs of governments and 
nations — in which, to be sure, they have as great 
a stake as others ; and that this, in his mind, is 
another sign of the Millennium. 

This is a happy state of society, if you can be- 
lieve the debaters in the Massachusetts legisla- 
ture.* It seems that one of them bad been ap- 
pointed on a committee, upon the subject of 



* Mr. Shaw, the member from Lanesborougb, may per- 
haps recollect the circumstance. 
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Houses of Correction, and the restraining of comr 
naon b^gars, vagabonds, rogues, idle and lewd 
persons. This gentleman begged to be excused 
from serving on that committee, and stated his 
reasons as follows. ^' Mr. Speaker, I beg to be 
excused from serving on this committee, as my 
services can be of no avail whatever; for I assure 
you, sir, that there is no such description of per- 
sons in my part of the country, absolutely none* 
No sir, you must af^oint some gentleman who 
lives in«a district of country where these common 
beggars, vagabonds, idle and lewd persons are to 
be found." Now, I knew that this was the state 
of things in my part of the country ; indeed I am 
utterly at a loss to know what has become of the 
beggars: not an individual appeared on my 
premises, during the whole of the last season, and 
only two have been seen this, one of whom asked 
for nothing but a few UiAe hooks^ to make a penny 
out of. What a fine knowing race of men, wo- 
men and childron we shall have, when all the beg- 
gars have turned book-pedlers ! I recommend to 
the gentlemen of the turf to erect book-stalls for 
them, on their race-courses. 

This is a country of equal rights for the dead 
and living, for rich and poor; and has on this 
accouqt its advantages and its disadvantages. 
Among the latter, may be enumerated the difficul- 
ties encountered by the surgeons and physicians, 
in procuring dead bodies to be cut up, for the be- 
nefit of the living. The physicians and surgeons 

17 
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HI Boslon were desirous of procuring subjects 
upoD which experiments might be made, that 
should subserve the great purposes of humaoity 
and science. I was present, in company with my 
friend, the Quaker, at the moment that the Speaker 
read a bill which had this o|3Ject, and which was, 
as far as I can recollect, of the tenor following.^ 
"It shall be the duty of the selectmen, to cause to 
be buried decently, be. all town and state paur 
pers ; or to deliver the bodies of all such persons 
after death, to their relatives and friends, if so re- 
quested, or to such person or persons^ as such paur 
pers shall y during their life time, have requested 
their dead bodies to be delivered to.^* This biU 
was read just as the candles were lighting,, and 
just before the usual time of adjournment. When 
the Speaker had finished reading the bill, I per^ 
ceived there was some little commotion, as there 
is in the waters previous to a storm. A member 
burst out of his pew, into one of the aisles, (fmt 
the seats there are like pews or slips in a church,) 
and exclaimed, "Mr. Speaker, a snake in the 
grass. I don't understand that law. If our dead 
bodies must be dug up, Mr. Speaker, and cut up, 
and boiled up^ by the doctors, let us all take our 
equal chance, rich and poor, and the members of 



* The author has given the sahstance of the bill, as read 
in fact. He does not pretend that he has not deviated; a 
little, from the course of argument. 
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tills housti, too : I have no idea offish for oiie, and 
flesh for another." He had no sooner sat doVm 
than out burst another member. ^' Mr. Speaker," 
said he, '^ as the physicians and surgeons are, ulth 
propriety, so eager in the pursuit of knowledge, I 
see not why their own dead bodies should not be 
made subservient to it. I therefore move this 
amendment : * That it shall be the duty of the se* 
lectmen, to deliver, for the purposes of dissec- 
tion, the dead body of any^ person who shall 
die in this state, and who may have received 
ia medical degree in any college, or who shall have 
at any time in this state, practised or followed the 
art and mystery of medicine or surgery." At 
length a gentleman arose with great dignity and 
moderation, upon which I observed throughout 
the whole house a look of satisfaction and curious 
inquiry. He addressed the Speaker as follows. 
*^ Mr. Speaker, I regret that this subject has beeti 
introduced at so late an hour, when the temper of 
the house seems not to be favourable to dispas- 
sionate discussion. 

" The friends of this bill, in one respect, have 
been badly advised. It would have been as easy 
to have procured the passage of a law, authori- 
zing the selectmen to dispose of all the dead bo- 
dies of the wives and children of the ministers of 
our holy religion, for the purposes of dissection, 
as of those of the paupers alone. Because no law 
can pass here, which does not equally respect .the 
rights of all, rich and poor. This bill, therefore, 
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should have authorized the selectmen to dispose 
of the body of any person whatever, for the pur- 
poses of dissection, if it should be clearly proved 
to' them, tha^ such person made a request to that 
effect in his life time, or had so ordered it to be 
disposed of in his last will and testament. 

*' I, for one sir, do not despair to see that period 
arrive, when some individuals shall be induced to 
make so wise and benevolent a use of their bodies. 
One thing is certain, that if the surgeons have 
not these dead bodies for their experiments,, they 
must make them upon our living ones. 

^'The reverence which has been pidd to the 
dead bodies of men. Is but a superstition : it is 
the mind, the immortal mind, with the living 
body, sa far as it subserves* the interests of the 
mind, that should alone be worthy of regard. la 
Egypt, if any person, native or foreigner, was 
found destroyed by a crocodile, or drowned, the 
city nearest which the dead body was found, was 
obliged to embalm it. By the ancient Ethiopian 
practice, after all the moisture was extracted from 
the body, they covered it with a kind- of plaster, 
which they decorated with various colours, so as to 
make it resemble the body of the deceased. It 
was then kept by the relatives for a twelvemonth 
in their houses, during which period they offered 
before it different kinds of victims, and the first 
fruits of the land. The ancient Persians first en- 
closed their dead bodies in wax, and afterwards 
placed them in the ground. Among die Romans, 
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ike dead body was bathed with warm water, per- 
fumed, and then dressed in the best robe of the 
deceased. In this state the corpse was placed on 
a conch in the vestibule, with the feet outwards^ 
as if about to take its departure. A small coin 
was put in its mouth, to pay Charon for the freight 
of the dead man over the river Styx. Such, sir, 
has been the ignorance and wretched superstition 
of man. Even among us the foneral obsequies of 
the dead are sometimes celebrated with great 
magnificence and expense, and their bodies depo- 
sited in costly houses or vaults, as though it were 
possible for the disembodied and regenerated mind 
to be gratified with such idle pomp. No, sir, let 
us Cultivate the living body : that should be con- 
sidered the holy temple of the mind, where tem- 
perance, like a virgin, should hold her unceasing 
watch: the living body is the twin-brother of the 
soul, born at the same birth, a fellow-labourer, a 
companion through life; in health let us cheer it, 
in sickness cherish it, pouring oil upon its wounds. 
The living body is full of beauty and intelligence^ 
we delight to dandle it upon the lap, to hang 
upon its lips, to embrace it in our arms ; but the 
dead body, what is itf when the look, the laugh, 
the sigh, the words, the smiles, have departed, 
what is it, but the prey of' corruption, loath- 
some to the eye, a lifeless trunk without foliage or 
fruit ; to what more christian-like use can it be ap- 
plied, than in the hands of the surgeon be made 
subservient to the energy, strength, and health of 

17* 
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the fiviog man ? I cannoc expeet, Sir, upon ibis 
occasion, to find such sentiments prevailing; ait 
the same time I do not despair ol fleeing these prejcH 
dices wear oat of society, a& the miad of man ad- 
vances, and he ac'qnires more jusit an^ nobte 
thoughts of the tme dignitj and purposes of his 
nature." 

The speaker here sat down, it was evident that 
various emotions and opinions prevailed in the 
house ; all however agreeing in the inexpediency 
of the law as proposed, it was^ rejected witliout 
further debate, i have thus given yon the history' 
of what tran^red upon this occasion, as I lilse to 
dwelt upon every circumstance which rfiows, that 
in our country the rich and poor are equally pro<^ 
tected, dead cht alive. 

Whitfield isaid that he did not believe that a 
man with dirty hands could go^ to Heaven-; and 
I believe that the good mayor of BoatoU) Mr« 
Quincy, has adopted! this as a. part of his reKg^on. 
The winter is not the proper aeason ibr sudh ob- 
servations, but ! was told that the streets are at 
all times kept remarkably clean ; they do not send 
their hogis to clean tbem, any more than you woutd 
put a nh)nkey on the table to wipe the cups and 
saucers. They say there, that the mayor declares 
that many of the houses are not so clean as the 
streets ; that as he has not power to sweep the 
houses, he is determined upon obtaining an ordi-* 
nance to compel the people to irlean their feet, 
whenever they go abroad into the streets. Our 
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frieod tbe qoaker saiyft^that if there could be a 
model of one ckaa: cL^^ be thinks that it would 
chaage tbe moral iiice of the wbdd ; I believe tbe 
mayor is of the sarnie opiniotu As: carrion breeds 
woims, so certidiBily does filth engender vice and 
disorder* This gentlemaa the jnayor, with a 
moderate salary, is devoted to the interests of tbe 
people, by day and by night, on foot and on horse- 
back ;. in their service he is never wearied. I hope 
that myXrioids the cartmen will not forget how 
attentive he is to their, interests, in> making those 
^pretty tiltlie: grort3^ve& in the istone flagging that 
crosses the streets, to save their horses from slip^ 
j>ing, I had the bonoox of aa introduction to .this 
gentleman, and took the liberty of saying to him, 
*< Sir, I hear that you have eflected a great moral 
revolution on Mount Vernon." ^VMount Vernon, 
Sir," said he^ ^^ when i came into office, was a lit- 
tle pandemoniun^ : there was a population cop« 
posii^ a section of our city, of two or three thou- 
sand people, fortune-tellers, cock-fighters, game« 
slers,. thieves, robbers, murderers, celebrating^ 
their infernal o^ies by day and by night. No* 
mim,. woman, or child was safe there. Knowing 
that I lived in a^ virtuous and intelligent commu- 
nity, I thought they would bear me out in strong 
measures ;, 1 was therefore determined that if there 
must be vice in a great city, it i^ould to the inno- 
cent be invisible, and like the sewers, run under 
ground. I commenced the work in earnest, sup- 
pressed the licenses of those who sold aJrdent spirits; 
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found an old statute against pipers, fiddlers, and 
dancers ; put it in force ; seized and imprisoned 
the most notorious offenders; bound over the least 
dangerous to their good behaviour; doubled the 
watch and constables in that quarter, so that a 
peace-officer should meet the vagabonds at every 
turn, and now. Sir, you will be as safe there as in 
State street. After all," said the mayor, '' in this 
country, where the civil arm is so feeble, we rely 
more upon the moral means — our schools. I beg 
you will look at them, and see if there be any 
thing worthy of imitation.'^ I cannot forbear,>my 
dear brother, to relate to you one little anecdote, 
in relation to this worthy public officer. After a 
severe storm of snow and sleet, which, covering 
the young elms on the common, threatened them 
With destruction, I saw a man shaking and striking 
the trees, to relieve them of their burthens, and 
asked him by whose order it was done. *< It is 
done by order of the mayor," said he ; " for the 
mayor says that the gentlemen must take care of 
their own shade trees, but that these on the com- 
mon are the poor men's umbrellas." 

The schools!* — as upon this rock the republic 
stands, at the suggestion of the mayor, I made 



* The fdcls stated in this account of the schools are taken 
from an official statement of them contained in the Prize" 
Book, published in 1822, and from a pamphlet containing the 
system of education in the free schools, published in 1823. — 
It is proper to mention that since this period some important 
changes hare taken place. 
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some .inquiry into them, and shall state with accu- 
racy all that I learned upon that subject; The 
Boston people mean, when asked to show their 
jewek, like that venerable and dignified old lady, 
Cornelia, the daughter of the great Scipio and the 
mother df the Gracchi, to exhibit their children. 
They have adopted a practice which was common 
to those ancients in their purer days, of entrusting 
the educatloa of infant children to the softer sex ; 
to the workmanship of woman, which is more deli- 
cate and better finished ; her countenance divine ; 
her voice sweeter than that of man, **' her skin as 
difierentfrom his as fine from coarse cloth." While 
the little things are ignorant, diffident, and way- 
ward, instead of turning the school into a house of 
correction, where the waitings and mournings of 
the sufierers may be heard from morning to night, 
she flatters and coaxes them, strokes down the in- 
fant passion through the hair; when she enters her 
school in the morning, taps the boy upon the cheek, 
and says, ''Good morning, my darling," as Napo- 
leon (oh that he had so done in every thing!) used 
to do when he passed through the rows of his little 
warriors in the polytechnic school. The founda- 
tion of fret education in Boston is laid in the pri- 
mary schools, kept by t^^omen; '' for instructing at 
the public expense all children of either sex between 
four and seven years of age.** They were first es- 
tablished upon the present plan in 1818 : the sum 
voted for their support in the year 1823 ^was 
$10,500 ; the amount allowed to eaeh teacher be> 
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iog $240, without any farther charge for incidental 
expenses : in April of that year there were forty- 
two schools, the number of children enrolled in 
them was 2,205, at an average annual expense of 
$4,72 to the public for each child. The object of 
these schools is to teach the children to speUand read 
well the English language, " by spelling the same." 
Now you will observe, that these are children be- 
tween four and seven years of age. I heard there, 
and have no doubt of the truth of it, that the most 
respectable gentlemen in the city attended these 
schools for a week and more together, as examin« 
ing committees, and particular mention was made 
of one, who is said to be among the most eminent 
lawyers in Boston, who took his turn in ascertain- 
ing how the people's children spelled ba-ker, baker, 
ci-der, <:ider. The gentlemen in Boston are quite 
right; it is in this way that they will be able to 
maintain their ground ; this I know, for I live in 
the country, where such devotion to the rising 
generation makes its proper impression. 

The intention of the primary schools mentioned, 
is to qualify the children for entering the English 
Grammar Schools^ to which they are admissible 
at seven years of age. In these latter schools the 
pupils are taught to read, write, cipher, and are 
also taught some geography ; girls are permitted 
to attend these schools from the middle of April to 
the middle of October. The average number of boys 
in each of these schools in July 1823, exceeded two 
hundred; aad of girls one hundred and seventy* 
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The salary of the master is twelve hundred dollars, 
of the assistant six hundred, making the expense of 
tuition . alone about nine dollars for each child. 
Of these grammar schools there are seven, besides 
one at South Boston, and an African school. 

The object of these schools, thus far, is, among 
other things, to teach the children to read the pro- 
verbs of Solomon, such as *' The wise shall inherit 
glory, but shame shall be the promotion of fools ;'' 
•' Wisdom is the principal thing;" " Go to the arit, 
thou sluggard ;" ''Much food is in the tillage of 
the poor;*' he. and other good American proverbs 
scattered here and there, such as, " Never wear a 
blue coat and yellow buttons when the tailor has 
sent twice for his pay." " Before the lottery draws 
come prayers, after, curses." "A game cock on 
the spit is worth two in the pit." Also to read the 
newspapers, those cheap and excellent American 
bookSf that they may see how things are go- 
ing on in the world; and to enable them, now and 
then, if they can afford five dollars a year, to take 
a peep into the North American Review, and there 
get some lessons from Mr. Everett and M». Imparks 
upon political economy. 

The next school I shall take notice of, is the 
" English Classical School,^^ now denominated the 
" English High School" Methinks that when 
Columbus first heard the cry of " Land, land !" 
from the Pinta, he had some prophetic vision of 
the fine improvements that would grow up in his 
new country, and that these thoughts supported 
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faim nnder all the crnel persecutions of his mali- 
Clous enemies. Observe now, this is a school for 
every body, b frtt school, learning for nothing, a 
jeweller's- shop; any dirty stone, from any dirty 
lane may be brought to this shop and here polish- 
ed without cost ; perchance it proves a diamond 
of pure water, perchance ^* a pearl of great price.'' 
An *' English Classical School" for the people's 
sons and the sons also of the India merchants ; the 
six*million men, carpenters, joiners, all on the same 
benches ! This school went into operation in May, 
1821, since which time one hundred and seventy- 
six boys have been admitted. The course for the 
iirst year includes, *' intellectual and written arith- 
metic, geography, and the use of the globes; ex- 
ercises in grammar, general history, and the histo- 
ry of the United States, book-keeping by single 
entry, elements of some arts and sciences, compo- 
sition and declamation." That for the second and 
•third years embraces, <' geometry, algebra, trigo- 
nometry and its applications, book-keeping by 
double entry, various branches of natural philoso* 
phy, natural history, chemistry, moral phi}osopfay, 
and natural theology, rhetoric, evidences of Ghris- 
tianity, intellectual philosophy, political economy, 
and logic. Heaven preserve us ! had Columbus 
foreseen all this, it would have turned his brain ; 
he could never have kept his reckoning. Do these 
republicans mean to make the world mad with 
knowledge ? Oh no, they only mean to find out 
and polish the diamond. They only mean that 
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knowledge, which, like the sun, rain, frost, dew, 
is God's blessing, should, like those gifts, be com- 
mon. In this school the text-books used are ** Col- 
burn's Arithmetic and Sequel, Lacroix' AriUi- 
metic, Worcester's Geography and Atlas, Whelp- 
ley's Compend and Tytler's Elements of History, 
Blair's Preceptor, Grimshaw's History of the Unit- 
ed States, Euler's Algebra, Wanostrocht's French 
Grammar, Telemaque, Charles XII., La Henriade, 
Legendre's Elements of Geometry, Paley's Na- 
tural Theolog/, and Joyce's Scientific Pialogues." 
Here then we have a summary of what is taught 
in a Boston English free school. In this way they 
mean to have a fine little model republic of their 
own, where the poor may learn how to become 
rich, and the rich to become humble. Yes, a lit- 
tle model republic, as they have in New- York a 

model school^ school No. , after the Lancaster 

plan ; or like another school after the same model 
in the same great city, kept for females alone, and 
by 9i female; from whom, however, you must keep 
your eyes, if you would have any other than scanty 
knowledge of the admirable order, discipline, and 
beautiful arrangement that prevail in it. This ad- 
vice I give to all my friends from the country, for 
a second glance at the little graceful quaker mis- 
tress would leave not much to be seen in the pu- 
pils. I beg pardon for this digression, but how 
natural is it to wander from any subject to tliat 
most exquisite of all nature's fabrics, woman f 
In Boston the schoolmasters are greatly honour- 

18 
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ed, their company is sought, they stand in the place 
of the parent ; Socrates himself was a schoolmaster. 
What an absurdity would it be in a free country, 
to put our children under the tuition of men whom 
we deem unworthy of our society ! There are there 
no little baby-ladies, who are permitted to turn 
their faces from the schoolmaster in the street, as 
though a nod of acquaintanceship in so public a 
place would dishonour them. Oh no, they have 
as regular a calendar of their schoolmasters as 
the Arab keeps of his horse. In the town records 
of the thirteenth of April, 1635^ there is this entry: 
'* Likewise it was then generally agreed upon, that 
our brother Philemon Pormont (or Purment) 
shall be entreated to become schoolmaster for the 
teaching and nourtering of children with us." 
Again, in the year 1650, it is also agreed on, ^that 
M^ Wbodmansey y® schoolmaster, shall have fif- 
ty pounds p. an. for his teaching the schollars, 
and his p'portion to be made up by ratte." Then 
appears upon the calendar a long list of worthies : 
Mr. Daniel Hinchman, Mr. Benjamin Thompson, 
Master Lovell, Mr. Cheever. Of the last, thje 
second Dr. Mather says, that he was a Christian 
of the old fashion, " an old New-English Chris- 
tian." 

<* He liv'd, and to vast age do illness knew, 
Till Time's scjthe waiting for him rusty grew. 
He livM &nd wrought, his labours were immense, 
But ne'er declined to preter-perfect <efwc." 

We now come to the last polishing shop, the 
Latin Grammar School; free to all, no paid ticket 
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for admission ; in this school a cartman's son can 
climb Mount Parnassus, if he prefer that to climb- 
ing his father's cart wheel; go to jRowc, to Greece 
in the best of company, Horace and Homer; his 
travelling expenses all found ; there to fit himself 
for the highest honours of the republic. The Jast 
catalogue in this school contains the names of two 
hundred and twenty-five boys. Of the mode of 
instruction, and the excellent management of this 
institution, little need be said. It is generally 
known to the public, as wdl as the character of 
him who is no unworthy successor of Master Lo- 
vell and Master Cheever. 

The Bostonians are a very kind people to stran^ 
gers, do ail they can to make you feel at home, at 
breakfast, dinner, and supper ; if you lose your 
way in the streets, (which is not uncommon, for 
the streets run as the cows used to do in the woods 
before the Indians were driven out,) and ask a man 
4;he direction to the Exchange, it is ten to one that 
if you are really puzzled to find your course, 
lie will leave his shop-door, and escort you the 
length of a street on your way. . As for paying 
the man or boy for* the service, that is out of the 
question. In this country, you know, it is a pret- 
ty nice point to determine who will receive com- 
pensation for such sort of kindnesses. 

The people of Boston must have been an indus- 
trious race from the beginning, or they could never 
have become so rich and prosperous. They do 
not, like the Egyptian king, refuse to take the 
trouble to write a man's name, because he spells 
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it with three syllables, " Ptolemy," instead of call- 
ing himself " Ptol." They seldom suffer the fish 
to escape for want of drawing the net. I am not 
sure that thev would like to have it said, but thev 
are in fact, I think, like their neighbours of Taun- 
ton ; for the story is, that the herring season hav- 
ing arrived, those scaly tenants of the deep did 
not appear ; week passed after week, till at length, 
on the Lord's Day, when the society was engaged 
in devout exercises, a man burst through the church 
door, his hat on, crying out, "They've come, 
they've come !" and they say, that in two minutes 
the sexton closed the doors for that day. 

As the Mayor had been very kind in showing 
me the Boston schools, and as I had made a dis- 
covery, which might deeply affect his interests, I 
could not think of leaving the city, without com- 
municating with him upon the subject. Upon 
opening the matter, I stated, that I begged he 
would pardon the liberty I took in informing him^ 
that I feared there was a party in the city strongly 
disaffected to his government. " Sir," said he, 
^< that is just the way in which an honest man in 
office is treated in this country. Here, sir, I am a 
slave to them : if there is a single green-bellied sick 
leech, I remove him with-my own fingjsrs, that he 
may not spread contagion among the rest.^ I am 
on horseback in the service of the city by day- 

* When a riumber of leeches are confined jn a jar, and 
one becomes sick, he turns green-bellied, and if not riemov- 
ed, will infect the rest. 
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light. [ have actually turned- scavenger, and 
empty their dirt-tubs for them ; for it was no 
longer ago than this morning, that a negro came 
to my office, and said to me, * Massa Mayor, the 
cartmen won't empty my dirt-tub ; they say they 
are not obliged to empty neger dirt.' I went to 
the fellow's premises, called for the cartman, and 
actually saw the rascal's dirt taken out of his 
hovel: and here, for these services I am to be 
turned out of office* But pray," continued the^ 
Mayor, *^ what have you seen^ that induces you to 
think that there is a party here forming against 
me ?" 

" Sir," said I, " I cannot tell how extensive it 
may be, and will only state to you the grounds of 
my fears. I saw this morning on the walls, in 
the neighbourhood of the State- jHouse, a placard, 
which I immediately took down, and here it is." 
The mayor read as follows : '* The mare of this 
Cttty had better look out, or he will get turned 
out of office, becourse the people want it a town 
agin.f This from a friend." " Oh the rogues!" 
said the mayor, laughing, '^ these vagabonds who 
can't spell, and can hardly write, I know them ! 
They are not strong enough here to turn me out ; 
if that is all, I am safe yet. But," said he, ^^this 
which you show me seems a trifle; not so, for 
it is agreed here, that the people must be so 
educated as not only to read and spell, but also to 
think and feel, in the main, as w« do, or there iS 

f Boston was incorporated <M a city in 1 823. 

18* 
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no safety ; and to bring about so desirable an end,, 
we mean to spare neither labour nor money." 

I do not know that method is so very important 
in a letter, as it is elsewhere, and therefore I shall 
here mention two or three trifling circumstances, 
which may serve to give you a more perfect idea 
of these people. I had beard that they were in 
the habit of walking in the morning before break- 
fast; and as that was my own practice, I made 
^ use of it to ascertain the fact ; but I assure you it 
is quite otherwise ; for though there be now and 
then a straggler, there are not many abroad at 
so early an hour. I can hardly tell why it 
should be so, for their habits are not such, 
I should think, that they are ignorant of the 
fact of which Doctor Franklin informed the 
Parisians ; that the sun not only rose in the 
morning, but actually shone ; as to which latter 
circumstance the almanac was silent. They are a 
sober rational people; their evening parties usu- 
ally break up from ten to eleven, and their very 
gayest at twelve. But I think I can tell you the 
reason : their wine is too good ; that is, I suppose 
it must be so, from hearing so much conversation 
about it. I happened to be invited tk> one of their 
dinners, with a fellow-lodger, who was a stranger, 
that had just arrived in the country ; and as is 
very common, the discourse after the clpth was re- 
moved, turned upon " White-Top, Black-Top, 
Essex, Eclipse," &c. &c. which at the first men- 
tion, I thought were the names of some noted 
horses, but which in fact compose the vocabu- 
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lary of Uieir wines. Both my companion and I 
were of coarse silent, as we could not talk about 
that, of which we were ignorant. At length, 
however, when the day was far spent, a charming 
female child, of about four years of age, the 
daughter of our host, came running into the room, 
was seized by the father, who kissed her, and put 
her on the table, where the beautiful thing flew 
about among the vases of grapes, raisins, and 
oranges, as does the humming-bird over my ho- 
ney-suckle. This gave a sudden turn to the con- 
versation, from wine to women ; natural enough, 
you will say. But there was not a word that the 
chastest ear would turn from; and I must, in jus- 
tice to them, declare, that this is the usual style of 
conversation, even in convivial circles. This di- 
rection being given to the discourse, there was 
much said about the finer sex; their beauty, (of 
which as I can attest, they have exquisite samples,) 
figure^ complexion, education, 8z;c. &lc, here, and 
in foreign parts ; the superior chastity of our fe- 
males, in high and in common life; the educa- 
tion of women ; its great improvement in their 
own town, and how much the happiness of the 
world depends thereon : upon which various to- 
pics, all of the party made some observations ; 
when I saw that my fellow-lodger stared more and 
more, as it came out incidentally, that five out of 
eleven present had been travellers abroad. He 
and I lefl the room together ; and we had hardly 
put our feet upon the threshold of the door, when 
he remarked in a low voice, ^' those wine mer- 
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chants are a very intelligent set of men ; but I 
suppose they have been travelling in the wine 
countries, to establish their correspondences." — 
'^Not at ally not at all," said I; and could scarcely 
overcome his incredulity, when I informed him that 
the Bostonians were great travellers ; that the five 
were men of fortune, who had spent years abroad 
in the most liberal pursuit of knowledge ; that 
three were lawyers at the very head of their pro- 
fession, and the other three, merchants of eminence 
in the city. 

Thus you see, that I have been obliged to tell 
you a long story, to account for the empty streets 
in the morning ; this however is but the half of it. 

There is a disease here, which is said to come 
with the easterly winds, which, as they ride high, 
enter none but the most lofty houses ; the humble 
tenements of the plain, industrious, hard-working 
citizens, escaping their baleful influence. Its 
symptoms are not unlike those of the hydropho- 
bia ; the patient snarling at bis children, quarrel- 
ling with his wife, cursing his food ; and in the 
subsequent stages, even in its mildest form, he is 
obliged for weeks and months to graduate the 
heat and cold of bis room by a thermometer, to 
weigh his food, and measure bis drink. Its seat is 
said to be in the stomachy the latent causes, the 
winds I have mentioned, and indigestion; but 
what is singular, it seldom attacks labouring peo- 
ple, or water drinkers. 

Now you will easily suppose, that such sufferers 
can have no appetite for a walk before breakfast 
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in the morning. But as I told you, I now and 
then met a straggler, who had come abroad at an 
early hour, with a smooth face and bright eyes, 
to see the little tame pigeons take their breakfasts 
in the middle of the streets, out of the contents of a 
meal bag, from which some negligent cartman had 
lost the string the night before. 

I once met one of these, a lady ; she was walk- 
ing in Common-street, as they call it, and had ar- 
rived at the very curb of the pavement, seeming to 
desire to pass a street which was quite covered 
with water. I had overcome the obstacle by go- 
ing a little farther down, Wipter-slreet, I think it 
was, (if the absence of the sun makes winter in 
their lanes, every street might be properly so 
called,) and as I could not, like Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, enable her, by spreading down my cloak, 
to pass over dry shod, as he did his Royal Mis- 
tress, I attempted the next most gallant thmg, in 
pointing out the true course for her to take. She 
however turned upon her heel, thanked me, said 
she was only taking a walk, and should retrace her 
steps. I shot ahead, and soon came in contact 
with a man of a dingy complexion, with a large 
tin vessel in his hand, and a ladder under his arm, 
whom you will know for a lamp-lighter, as readily 
as we recognise a miller in the country. *' Well 
neighhouTy^ said I, (a word which announces to a 
citizen that you are from the country, and makes 
him more free and sociable on that account,) ''you^ 
myself, and that lady, seem to be the only per- 
sons stirring this cold morning. Do the ladies 
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here walk much in the morning ?" ^' Qh no/' 
said he, '* few of them crawl out early ; she took 
it up in foreign parts — has lived in Naples, I 
hear." 

Upon the occasion I have mentioned, my excur- 
sion continued an hour longer than usual; in 
which tiine I passed through a great many narrow 
streets, where the very poorest of the people re- 
side, and could not but remark, as I had repeat- 
edly done before, how well clad even those of this 
class were in Boston. It is indeed refresliing to 
see, this sign of comfort and happiness. As I had 
nearly reached my lodgings, 1 came up in the rear 
of two Irishmen ; one of whom I perceived imme- 
diately, from overhearing their conversation, to be 
a citizen, and the other a stranger, very recently 
arrived. I approached them within a few paces, 
when the latter observed to the former, ''John, 
what good clothes they all wear here ; but I sup- 
pose that the Mayor, or the Congress, takes 
care of the poor ones." " Not a bit, man, not a 
bit, man," replied the other ; " they buy their 
own garments. Look here, Dennis, do you see 
that stone building? that's where the lawyers 
plead ; and do you see these rows of names ? they 
call it Court Square, or Barrister's Hall.^ Would 
you believe it ! these lawyers have set themselves 
down upon a property that belongs to a man I 
know, who, only twenty years ago, was a servant 
in a gentleman's family ! They begin by putting 
their money into a Bank they have here — they call 
it a Saving's Bank — where poor people's money 
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grows, just as they say the stones do in Ireland, 
without touching them at all." 

Upon this they passed up the street a few paces, 
I keeping still in the rear, in the attitude of gazing 
as a stranger, that they might not observe that I 
was noticing their conversation ; when they stop- 
ped a little short of a party of boys, some thirty 
or forty, who appeared to be just entering a school- 
house on the left ; when one of these foreigners ob« 
served to his companion, " John, I don't think I 
ever saw such handsome, bright-looking children, 
as these in America ; they looked just so at New- 
York: what is the reason?" "Reason enough, 
man ; they are for ever at work at their children ; 
the inside polishing shows through. They know 
so much ; that is the reason that their liberty faces 
are so bright." " Pshaw, man," replied the other, 
"your brain is turned since you came over the 
water ! And do you really think that these infants 
know more than ours do in Ireland ?" " Yes, and 
indeed they do : put a dozen on a desert island, 
with as many others, and choose them where you 
will, and you will see which will come off first : 
they know more about Dublin than you do your- 
self, man. Dennis, do you know that the ladies 
in America keep no nurseries but for the babes? 
No, they drive the children down stairs into the 
streets ; you saw them on ibe Common there yes- 
terday, coasting with their sleds, as they call it ; 
the little fellows SQ^.small, and the snow so high, 
that they looked like mice in a meal-tub» Besides, 
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Dennis, the children are for ever among the men 
and women ; they look oHj and listen like yoang 
kittens, and before they are half-grown, get all the 
ways of the old cat."* 

The conversation here closed, and I went home 
to my lodgings, with at least as good an appetite 
for my breakfast, as any of those could possibly 
enjoy, for whom Champaign had flowed the night 
before, as freely as water. 

I hope, my dear brother, that you will not think 
me wearisome, in giving you so long an account 
of what the Boston people are doing for the im- 
provement of their people, and particularly for the 
education of their children. Not that they are 
doing every thing possible, or in all respects, just 
what I like most : but this shall not be a subject 
of discussion, in an epistle already too long. Do 
inform our mutual friend, Mr. John Griscom, of 
what is going on there. I must now say, fare- 
well ! Let the cause prosper ; we shall be made 
the happier for it in this world, and in the next 
too. 

Your affectionate brother, 

N. D . 

THE E9D* 



* These are not the only foreigners who have remarked 
upon the great number of well-clad people in Boston, or ob- 
served upon the striking beauty of the instructed children in 
America. 



'W 



s 



I 



I 



VI 



^ 



3 2044 020 609 608 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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